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PKEFACE. 



The design of this little manual is to flimish 
jiinior preachers with a brief, plain Guide for 
the correct discharge of their official duties. 
We have made no attempt to explain and 
defend our ecclesiastical system ; this has 
heea sufficiently done in several popular 
works, which are widely spread among our 
people. Nor have we aimed at endeavouring 
to impress our rising ministry with a deeper 
sense of ministerial obligation, and to set 
forth the moraland religious elements which 
compose the character of "able ministers of 
the New Testament." There are already 
many extensive and able treatises upon these 
varied topics. But there is a demand, we 
apprehend, for a practical work which shall 
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descend to the very minutije of the pastoi^ii 
daily duties. 

In preparing our manual, we have found our- 
selves treading in an unbeaten path : no work 
of this kind has been attempted, if we may 
except Bishop Hedding's most admirable " Dis- 
course on the Administration of the Discipline." 
This discourse has created a desire for a more 
extended work of the same general character. 
By the extension and division of our work, 
the young preacher is now often necessarily put 
immediately in pastoral charge, and is conse- 
quently deprived of the counsels and experi- 
ence of senior preachers, which were formerly 



We are not unaware of the difficulty of 
furnishing a work which shall be generally 
acceptable, from the different usages which 
prevail, to some extent, in different parts of 
the country, and the conflicting opinions of 
leading men : but it has been our fdm to 
ascertain the general views of the best in- 
formed upon the several topics discussed, and 
to present them in a brief and lucid manner. 
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PBEPiOE. 7 

We have endeavoured to give particular 
attention to the several sections relating to 
Church trials ; guarding, on the one hand, 
against too close an analogy to civil proceed- 
ings and mere ecclesiastical technicalities ; 
and, on the other, against a loose and arbi- 
trary mode of procedure. The evils which 
the Church has suffered from these causes 
should put every administrator on his guard. 
But we have found it impossible to express 
our meaning with clearness and preoision 
without employing legal terms more fre- 
quently than we have desired. 

This work is not presented as an official 
one ; it is simply suggestive and advisory, 
for which the author is alone responsible. It 
is not a record of legal decisions by which the 
administration of the Church is to be govern- 
ed, but a brief compend, exhibiting rather the 
usage than the law of the Church. Most ap- 
propriately can we employ the language of our 
late senior bishop : " I have not the vanity to 
suppose it is free from errors, but it is an offers 
ing of the best light I have on the subject. It 
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PEEFACE. 



may be proper to say, however, that on most 
of the points which contain opinions on dis- 
cipline I have conversed frequently and 
largely with many of our most enlightened 
and able ministers, and they agree with these 
opinions." 

For many years past, we have noted down 
every valuahle suggestion which we have 
heard or read relating to our practical econo- 
my; and having modified, written, and re- 
written many of them frequently, we are not 
able now to give the credit which is due for 
many of these suggestions. At the earnest 
request of many friends this little manual is 
given to the public, hoping that it may prove 
a vade mecum to the young minister, and 
render some aid in the discharge of the du- 
ties of the pastorate. 
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CHAPTEE I. 
CHURCH HEMBEESHIP. 
Seotion I. — Mentliefs. 
1. The regularly-constituted pastor is the 
proper authority to admit suitable persons to 
the communion of the Church, The preacher 
in charge, acting at first under the authority of 
Mr. Wesley, received members into the society, 
and severed their relations from the Church, 
according to hia own convictions of duty. In 
1784 the assistant was restricted from giving 
tickets to any, until they had been recommended 
by a leader with whom they had met, at least 
two months, on trial. In 1789 the term of pro- 
bation was extended to six months. In 1836 the 
phrase, "give tickets to none," was changed to 
" let none be received into the Ohnrcb." Hence, 
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24 OHUECH MEMBSIESHIP. LChftp. 1, 

eince tlie organization of our Chiirch, none could 
be received into full communion who had not 
previously been recommended by a leader ; and, 
since 1840, it has been required that the appli- 
cant paea a eatiefactory examination before the 
Church, respecting the correctness of his doc- 
trine and his -willingnesa to observe the rules of 
tlie Chnrch. 



) in a Christian Church should 
never depend upon the result of a vote ; and yet, 
if any member of the Cliurch is not satisfied 
with the evidence presented, of the moral and 
Christian character of the candidate, he should 
have an opportunity to make objections to hia 
reception. In no case, however, should the 
reception of a person be a matter of pnbUe 
debate before the Chiu-eh. "When it is known 
that objections exist, the reception of the per- 
son should be postponed, and private measure 
adopted which will secure the purity and peace 
of the Church. 

3. It is unfavourable to good government in 
the Church for a preacher, imdor any circum- 
stances, to receive into membership, in hia 
charge, a person living in the bounds of anoUier 
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See. L] KEMBEES. 26 

pastoral charge; yet established usage justifies 
it under some circumstances, especially in cities, 
where there are separate charges, and where it 
Ib difficult to define them geographically. But, 
in these circumstances, comity and Christian 
courtesy should be strictly maintained. It is 
possible that there may be cases of mere preju- 
dice, without any tangible cause, that might 
render one society unwilling to admit a person 
to membership which would not be a sufficient 
reason for preventing him from joining another 
society ; but when responsible members of the 
society where the person lives present specific 
objections to the reception of the person in an- 
other society, especially if the objection grows 
out of former Church relations, or the disciplin- 
ary action of the Church, the pei'son should not 
be received until satisfaction is made to the ag- 
grieved society. (Bishop Janes.) 

i, " If a member has been expelled according 
to dne disciplinary forms, and, without changing 
his residence, should go to another Methodist so-, 
ciety and join on trial, it would be maladminis- 
tration -for the preacher, at the expiration of six 
months, to receive such a person into the Charch, 
provided that no satisfaction had been given to 
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the society which arraigned him ; for the Disci- 
phne expressly declares ; ' After such forma of 
trial and expulsion, snch persons shall have no 
privileges of society, or of sacraments, in our 
Church, without contrition, confession, and satis- 
factory reformation.' " — _B^. Waiigh amd Ja/nes. 

5. A member who has withdrawn, or been 
expelled from our Church, and who never after- 
ward connected himself with another evangelical 
Church, cannot again be received nnleas he joins 
on trial, as in the first instance. 

6. "Persons in good standing in other ortho- 
dox Churches, who desire to unite with ns, may, 
by giving satisfactory answers to the usual in- 
quirieB, be received at once into full fellowship." 
The society must decide what is evidence of 
"good standing in other orthodox Churches." 
Letters of dismission and recommendation are 
not necessarily required, as some denominations 
never grant such, unless they are to be presented 
to sister Churches of their own denomination. 
Such persons, however, should certify the 
Churches of which they have been members, of 
their intention to join another Church, and of 
fcheir consequent withdrawal. 
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7. By " orthodox " or mcmgeUcal Churches are 
meant tliose whose doctrinal creed embraces, 
especially, the divinity and atonement of our 
Lord Josus Christ, the depravity of the human 
heart, justification by faith alone and regenera- 
tion by the Holy Ghost, the witness of the Spirit, 
and future rewards and punishments, and whose 
communicants generally are reputed to he de- 
vout and* Christian men. 

8. The " nsual mqw/ries " proposed to all can- 
didates for full membership may embrace the 
following : " Have you read our Articles of Re- 
ligion, and do you cordially subscribe to them? 
Especially do you believe in the divinity of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, — that he has made an atone- 
ment for all mankind, and that men are justified 
by faith alone in him ? and that it is the privilege 
and duty of all Christians to be made holy in 
this hfe, and adorn the doctrine of God our Sav- 
iour in all things ? Do you now solemnly pur- 
pose to consecrate yourself to the service of Al- 
mighty God, and obediently to keep his holy will 
and commandments, and walk in the same all the 
days of your life? Have you read the rules and 
Discipline of our Church, and will you endeav- 
our to observe and keep them ? Do you cherish 
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kind and fraternal feelings toward tho members 
of this Church, and do you feel that it would be 
a special blessing to you to be associated with 
them in Chfistian fellowship and sacred cove- 
nant? Will yon kindly receive the counsels, 
warnings, and reproofe of your brethren, and 
watch mutually over them for their Christian 
improvement? Will yon eonti'ibuto of your 
earthly substance, according to your ability, to 
the support of the gospel and the various insti- 
tutions of the Church ? 

9. The following law decision was rendered 
by the General Conference of 1860 : 

" 1. If a preacher in charge of any work re- 
ceive a pei-sou into the Church contrary to the 
Discipline, can the Annual Conference correct 
the administration, and declare that the person, 
having been received contrary to Discipline, is 
therefore not a member ? 

"Answer. No. This question was decided by 
the General Conference of 1853 by the adoption 
of the following resolution : 

'^Resolved, That when an Annual Conference 
decides that a preacher having charge has re- 
ceived or expelled a member contrary to the 
Discipline, the decision does not exclude the 
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member so received, bat restores tbe member 
BO expelled. (General Conference Journal, 
page 1Z.)"—Gm. Oonf. Jov/t-., p. 397. 

Bectiott II. — Prdbatioiiers. 
1. If the visible Church of Christ is a congre- 
gation of faithful men, in which the pure word 
of God is preached and the sacraments duly 
administered, m our Articles of Eeligion teach, 
it is a matter of vital importance to test, with 
deep scrutiny, the moral and Christian character 
of those who propose to enter her holy com- 
munion. N^o proselyte was admitted to Jewish 
fellowship without being well proved and in- 
structed. The same care was observed by the 
early Christian Clmrch. " None in those days," 
saya Lord King, " were hastily advanced to tlie 
higher forms of Christianity, but, according to 
their knowledge and merit, gi'adnally arrived 
thereto." Bishop Stillingileet remarks that one 
principal canse " of the great flourishing of 
religion in the primitive times was the strictness 
used by them in their admission of members" 
into Church fellowship. Oi'igen, in his treatise 
against Celsus, remarks that "they did inquire 
into the lives and carriages to discern their se- 
riousness io the profession of Christianity during 



iin=r.dh, Google 



so CHUECH MBMBBB8HIP. [Chnp. I, 

tliojr being catechumens;" and if they evinced 
true repentance and reformation of life, they were 
then admitted to a participation of the myateries, 

3. It is the prerogative of the preacher in 
charge alone to receive persons on trial. No 
one whose name is taken by a class-leader can 
be considered as a member on trial nntil the 
preacher recognises him as such. 

3. The general qualifications of those who join 
on trial ai-e, " a desire to fiee from the wrath to 
come, and to be saved from their sins." This 
desire, however, must be evinced " by doing no 
harm, by avoiding evil of every liind," " by doing 
good," "by instructing, reproving, or exhorting 
all they have any intercoui-se with," " by running 
with patience the race which is set before them, 
denying themselves, and tailing up their cross 
daily, submitting to bear the reproach of Christ, 
to he as the filth and ofFscouring of the world, 
and looking that men should say all manner of 
ovil of them falsely for the Lord's salic," and 
"by attending upon all the ordinances of God." 
As the minister may not know whether the can- 
didate makes a truthful declaration of his moral 
state, he is authorized "to admit none on trial 
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except they are well recommended hy one he 
knows, or until they have met twice or thi-ice in 
class." As the candidate is not supposed, at tho 
time of joining on trial, to be acquainted with 
our doctrines, usages, and discipline, lie is not 
recLuii-ed, at that time, to subscribe to our articles 
of religion and general economy ; but if be pro- 
poses to join in full connexion, "he must give 
satisfactory assurances both of the correctne^ 
of his faith and his willingness to observe and 
keep the rules of the Oburch." A mere proba- 
tioner entera into no covenant with tho Church. 
Every step he takes is preliminary to this, and 
either party may, at any time, quietly dissolve 
the relation between them without rupture or 
specific Chui'ch labour. 

i. The Discipline does not specify the time 
when the probation shall teiTniiiate, but it has 
fixed its minimum period. "Lot none be re- 
ceived into the Church until they are recom- 
mended by a leader with whom they have met 
ai least six rrtowtlis." If either party desires a 
longer probation, a judicious administrator will 
readily allow it. A Church relation is so sacred 
and intimate that it should not be formed if there 
ai'e secret misgiving on either party. The hand 
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of fellowsliip, when given, should be hearty, 
sincei-e, and deeply affectionate. But, when 
both parties are satisfied, and the usual period 
of probation has expired, the candidate should 
bo advised to consuintnate his full connexion 
with the Church, as a duty which he owes to the 
great Head of the Church and to the world. 

5, A member on trial is entitled to the special 
watch-care of the Church ; he has a right to at- 
tend its general religious meetings, its class- 
meetings, and love-feasts. 

A probationer is not entitled to hold any official 
relation as trustee, steward, class-leader, exhort- 
er, or local preacher. Whore a new society 
has just been organized, necessity compels tlie 
preacher to appoint some probationer to take 
charge of tho class, but this appointment does 
not give the person a connexion with the quar- 
terly conference.. None can form a part of tliis 
important judicatory of our Church who has 
never entered into covenant with us, or signitied 
his "willingness to observe and keep the rules 
of our Church." 

Nor is it the order of the Church for proba- 
tionei-s, who have never been baptized, to par- 
take of the holy sacrament. The initiatory rite 
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should first be administered before the poreon is 
admitted to all the distinguishing rites of the 
new covenant. 

6. A person on trial cannot bo arraigned be- 
fore the society, or a select number of them, on 
definite charges and speciiications, " If he walk 
disorderly, he is passed out by the door at which 
he came in. The pastor, upon the evidence and 
recommendation required in the Discipline, en- 
tered his name as a candidate, or probationer, 
for membership, and placed him in a class for 
religious training and improvement ; now, if his 
conduct be contrary to the gospel, or, in the 
language of our rule, if he 'walk disorderly 
and will not be reproved,' it is the duty of the 
pastor to discontinue him, to erase his name from 
the class-book and probationei-s' list. This is not 
to be done rashly, or on suspicion, or slight evi- 
dence of misconduct. It is made tlie duty of 
his leader to report weekly to liis pastor ' any 
that walk disorderly and will not be reproved.' 
This implies that the leader, on discovering an 
impropriety in his conduct, first conversed pri- 
vately with him, and, on finding that he had 
done wrong, attempted to administer suitable 
reproof that he might be recovered. Had he 
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received reproof, this had been the end of tiie 
matter; but he ' would not be reproved,'— would 
not submit to reproof,^ — -and the leader therefore 
reports the case to the pastor. But it is evidently 
the design tliafc after this first failure on the part 
of the leader, further efforts should be made by 
the pastor ; for the rule, after providing that such 
conduet shall be made known to the pastor, adds: 
' We will admonish him of the error of his ways. 
We will boar with him for a season. But, then, 
if he repent not, he hath no more place among 
us.' The pastor, on consultation with the leader 
and otherawhen convenient incountry societies, 
and with the leaders' meeting, where there is 
one, determines on the proper course, and cari'ies 
the determination into effect. Here is a just 
correspondence between, rights and duties." — 
rkit Metk, p. 81-. 

Section III. — Withdrawal. 
1. Chureh relation, from the nature of the 
case, must depend upon the mutual pleasure of 
the parties. No Chureh covenant ought to be 
construed into a solemn pledge and obligation 
to remain daring life with that particular branch 
of the Church of Christ with wliich the peraon 
first nnites. It may, indeed, be deemed a solemn 
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pledge to remain in fellowship with some branch 
of tie visible Chnrch. Dissatisfaction with the 
doctrines or polity of a Church, after long and 
prayerful examination, may be a snfiicient re^oii 
why a new Church relationship should be formed. 

2. As Church relationship is formed to pro- 
mote the mutual holiness of its members, and 
more successfully to extend Christianity through 
the world, the Church can never be a party to 
the removal of a member so long as he discharges 
faithfully his covenant vows. As it was volun- 
tary for the person to enter this relation, so it is 
optional with him to withdraw from this connex- 
ion whenever he is disposed, provided he has 
faithfully discharged his obligations. But if he 
withdraws, the act is his own, and the responsi- 
bility must rest upon him. The Church may 
labour to show hira the folly and indiscretion of 
the act, but, if he pereists in his determination, 
the Church must give her consent ; but the ac- 
quiescence of the Church is not to be deemed as 
an assumption of a part of the responsibility of 
the act. 

3. When a Church relation is formed, the 
member, virtually, promises to observe the rules 
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and usages of the society, and if he violates 
them, to submit to the discipHne of the Church. 
And hoBce none can claim a withdrawal from 
the Church against whom charges have been 
preferred, or until the Church h^ had an oppor- 
tunity to recognize the witlidrawal. A solemn 
covenant cannot be dissolved until the parties 
are duly notified. The bishops have unanimously 
declared that " the admission of the riglit to 
withdraw at option, without the consent of the 
Church, especially when under imputation of 
gross and scandalous offences, would operate 
most injuriously to the maintenance of whole- 
some discipline and sound morals. In accord- 
ance with this view, we deem it to be our duty 
to say that it is contrary to the economy and 
usage of the Methodist Episcopal Church to allow 
ministera or membere, when guilty of gross vio- 
lations of the Discipline, to evade its salutary 
authonty and force hy declanng themselves 
withdrawn from the jurisdiction of tlie Church." 
(1848.) 

4. But, though no accused member can claim 
the tighi to withdraw, yet the body to which he 
is responsible may " suffer" an accused member 
" to withdraw from the Church, should he re- 
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quest it, before tlie trial takes place." " For 
scandalous crimes," says Bishop Hedding, " ex- 
pulsion should undoubtedly take place," and if 
the authorities of the Church should proceed 
and expel a member who had violated his Church 
covenant, and declared himself beyond the pale 
of the Church, tliey would be protected by the 
civil law, provided their action was in accord 
ance with the rules of the Church. The Church 
must decide when her purity and influence de- 
mand the expulsion of disorderly members from 
her eommumon. (See Kee. Gen. Oonf., 1848, 
p. 139.) 

5. When several members of our Church 
withdraw in a body from our public and social 
meetings, and the overaight of the pastor, and 
appoint separate meetings for themselves, they 
are not to be considered as withdrawn from the 
Church, but they may be summoned, each sep- 
arately, to answer for neglect of duty and diso- 
bedience to the order of the Church. "No 
member of our Church can be pronounced with- 
drawn from the Church without at least his 
verbal consent, so as to preclude the member 
from Church privileges, or the right of trial if 
he desires it." — Gm. Gonf. Jour., 1860, p. 438. 
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6. If a member makes an application to with- 
draw, and after a few days expresses a desire 
to remain in the Chnrch, if the withdrawal has 
not been announced, and no entry has been made 
on the Church books, it is optional with the 
Church either to declare him withdrawn, or to 
allow him to recall his request. But if the with- 
drawal has been consnmmated by the assent of 
the Church, and the registry of the fact, it can- 
not be annulled by Church action. (Bp, Janes.) 

1. A member who refuses to attend to his 
duties, to meet in class, etc., does not by that act 
withdraw from the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
But such member is responsible to the Church 
for such violation of his Church covenant. 
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CHAPTER n. 
THE COHPSKENCES. 

Sectiton I. — Annual Conferences- 

1. Tee first annual conference in England 
was held at the Eoiindry in London, Jnne, 174i, 
at which the following persons were present :— 
John Wesley, Charles Wesley, John Hodges, 
Rector of Wenvo, Henry Piers, Vicar of Bex- 
ley, Samuel Taylor, Vicar of Quinton, and John 
Meriton, The first annual conference in Amer- 
ica was held in Philadelphia, Juno, 1773, at 
which the Eev, Thomas Kankin presided. 

2. Districts have existed not in name hut in 
fact, since the organization of our Church. Mr. 
Wealey desired that "no more elders should he 
ordained, in the first instance, than were ahso- 
lutely necessary, and that the work on the con- 
tinent should be divided between them in respect 
to the duties of their ofBce," The General Con- 
ference, at first, elected only twelve elders to 
administer the ordinances of the Church ; but 
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Bishop Asbury and the district conferences 
afterward enlarged tlie number, and gave them 
the name by which they were afterward desig- 
nated. This proceeding subsequently received 
the approbation of Mr. Wesley and the General 
Conference of 1792. 

8, The term owcuit was iii-st introduced into 
the Minutes of the conference in the year 1746. 
At that time a circuit embraced some fifteen or 
twenty societies which lay around some princi- 
pal society. At each conference two, three, or 
four preachers were appqjnted to each circuit, 
and the one having the charge was denominated 
au assistant, because ho agisted Mr. Wesley in 
superintending the.societies, and the other preach- 
ers were called hel/pers. In England the name cvr- 
euit la now generally retained, and applied to the 
stations of tlio preachers whose spheres of minis- 
terial labour do not extend far beyond the hmits 
of the town in which they reside, as well as to 
those which spread over a much larger space. 
In this country, in colloquial language, the term 
station is applied to a charge embracing only a 
single worshipping congregation, and circuit tc 
a more extended field; but, in the Discipline, 
these terms are frequently used interchangeably. 
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When a society becomea, in coimnoa parlance, 
a staMon^ it loses no title to funded property 
which it held while it was called a owemi, nor 
do drtyuit ^moh&rs form a different class of 
beneficiaries from those who are termed btOr 
. tioTied ^eache/rs. 

4. A bishop sustains the relation of moderator 
to the General Conference. He represents no 
section or interest of the Church ; he can claim 
no right to introduce motions, to make speeches, 
or to cast votes on any question. As president, 
he can neither form rules nor decide law ques- 
tions in the General Conference ; and, on mere 
questioi^ of order, there is an appeal from his 
decision to the deliberative body. {Eiehops' Ad- 
dress to Gen. Conf., 1840 ; Bishop Hedding on 
Discipline, p. 10.) 

1^0 one of the bishops is specially designated 
as the president of the ■ General Conference. 
The order of presiding is a matter of mutual 
agreement auioug the bishops. He who occu- 
pies the chair for the time being, is the legal 
president of the conference. 

By a conventional arrangement among the 
bishops, there is properly but one official presi- 
dent of an annual conference, thoiigh other 



iin=r.dh, Google 



i2 THE OONPEBENCES. [Chap. II, 

bishops may preside and assist in all the duties 
of the chair. No bishop has a right to make a 
motion, to vote, or to make epeocbes on contro- 
verted questions in an annual conference, 

5, The peculiar prerogatives of the president 
of an annual conference are the following: — 

a. He may adjourn the conference over which 
he presides when, in his judgment, all the busi- 
ness prescribed by the Discipline shall have 
been transacted, provided that the conference 
shall be allowed to sit, at least, a week, and, 
also provided, that if an exception shall be 
taken, by the conference, to his so adjonrning 
it, the exception shall be entered upon the 
Jonmals of the Conference. {Eec. Gen, Conf., 
18i0, p. 121.) 

J. The bishop must decide all questions of 
law and order raised in the ordinary buaineas 
of the conference. On a question of law, an 
appeal may be taken, either by the conference 
as a body, or by any member of it, to the next 
ensuing General Conference. The decision of 
the president, however, mast be made the basis 
of action, for the time being, by the conference. 
On a question of order, an appeal may be taken 
at the time to the annual conference. 
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c. The president of an annual or a quarterly 
conference has the right to decline putting the 
question on a motion, resolution, or report, when, 
in his judgment, such motion, resolution, or re- 
port does not relate to the proper husiness of a 
conference. Provided, that in all such casea, 
the president, on heing required to do so, shall 
have inserted in the Journals of the Conference 
his refusal to put the question on such motion, 
resolution, or report, with his reasons for so re- 
fusing ; and, also provided, that when an anni^al 
conference shall differ from the president on a 
question of law, they shall have a right to record 
their dissent on the Journals, provided there 
shall he no discussion on the subject. (Ecc. Gen. 
Conf., 18iO, p. 131. 

d. The following decisions were made by the 
General Conference of 1860 : 

" 1. If a motion is made in an Annual or 
Quarterly Conference, ■which, if passed, ■would 
he a positive violation of Discipline, should the 
President put the motion and allow the Disci- 
pline to bo set aside, or what should he do ? 

^^Answer. He should refuse to put the motion. 

" The President of an Annual or a Quarterly 
Meeting Conference has the right to decline 
putting the question on a motion, resolution^ or 
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report, when, in his judgment, sucli motion, res- 
olution, or report does not relate to the proper 
business of the conference." (General Oonference 
Journal, 1840, p. 121.) 

"2. When a Bishop presiding in an annual 
conference decides a question of law by recjuest 
of the conference, if a motion is made which 
would reverse the decision of the Bishop, under 
the plea that the conference has the right to 
apply the law in the case, should the motion be 
put, and the conference be allowed to set aside 
the law under the pretense of applying it ? 

" Answer. No, When a question of law has 
been decided by a Bishop in an annual confer- 
ence that decision cannot be reversed or set 
aside except by the action of the ensuing Gen- 
eral Conference, to which body an appeal may 
be taken by the annual conference or by any 
member thereof" — Gen. Oonf. Jour., p. 297. 

6, N^o preacher having the charge of a circuit 
is authorized to divide, or in any way to lessen 
the circuit. (Gen. Conf., 1816.) 

7. In regard to episcopal decisions, the Gen- 
eral Conference has adopted the following sen- 
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" Whereas, under the rule which says, 'A bishop 
shall decide all questions of law in an anmial 
conference, subject to an appeal to the General 
Conference,' a custom h^ grown up of evoking 
episcopal decisions tonching the administration 
of the Discipline outside of the annual confer- 
ences ; and 

" Whereas the opinions of the bishops, given in 
writing in the intervals of the annual confer- 
ences, are sometimes regarded as decisions of law, 
binding in the administration of Discipline ; and 

" Whereas these decisions and opinions are 
sometimes in conflict with each other, springing 
up from questions growing out of peculiar and 
eve]' varying circumstances ; and 

" Whereas it is the judgment of 'this confer- 
ence that the use made of the rule aforesaid was 
not intended by the General Conference which 
^tablished it, that General Conference intending 
it for the administration of the conferences, and 
not of tlie individual pastoi-s ; therefore, 

*' 1. Hesolved, That every administi'ator of the 
Discipline is responsible to the proper authonties 
for his administration of the rules of the Church, 
and may not plead episcopal decisions as law. 

" 2. Meaoloed, That while the counsels of our 
Buperinteiidenta are to be highly respected, and 
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to be considered of great value in the adminia- 
tration of Discipline, their decisions are not to 
be regarded as having the force of Imo outside 
of the annual conferences." — Gen. Conf. Jour., 
1860, p. 428. 



8. The conference year commences when the 
appointments are announced in the annual con- 
ference, and continues until the announcing of 
the appointments at the next ensuing confer- 
ence. (Bishop Waugh.) 

. 9. The General Conference of 1860 has given 
the following instructions in regard to special 
transfers : 

"1. SesoJuei?, That while we cheerfully accord 
to our excellent superintendents their constitu- 
tional right to supply the general work by trans- 
fers when necessary, we respectfully request that 
transfers may never be made solely at the per- 
sonal solicitation of the preacher desiring to be 
transferred, nor yet to gratify the wishes of any 
one charge between whom and the proposed 
appointee negotiations may have been previously 
made. 

" 2. ResQlued, That negotiations for special 
appointments in the pastoral work between 
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jndividtial minieters and societies, prior to the 
exercise of the regular appointing power in our 
Church, is coBtraiy to our economy and injuri- 
ous to our itinerant system."— (?^n. Oonf. Jow.f 
p. 398. 

10. All the preaehera, whether in full connex- 
ion or on probation, ai'e required to be present 
at the annual conference and undergo the re- 
quired examinations. If a local deacon or elder, 
or if a minister from another evangelical de- 
nomination, join the travelling connexion, ho is 
required to pasa the four yeare' course of study. 

11. "Can a travelling preacher, during the 
interval of the annual conference of which he 
18 a member, be suspended for refusing to attend 
to the work assigned him % 

"Answer. It is the duty of a presiding elder 
' to take charge of all the elders and deacons in 
his district,' and to ' take care that every part 
of our Discipline be enforced.' Wow our Disci- 
pline provides {part i, chapter iv, sections iii and 
iv, pages i9, 50, and 51) that no elder or deacon 
' who ceases to travel without the consent of the 
annual conference, certified under the hand of 
•■he president of the conference, except in case 
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of sickness, debility, or other unavoidable cir- 
cumstances, shall on any account exercise the 
peculiar functions of his office, or even be al- 
lowed to preach among us.' Hence, any elder 
or deacon who refuses to go to the work assigned 
him (' except in cas^ of sickness,' etc.) may be 
suspended ' in the interval of the annual confer- 
ence;' bnt the 'final determination in all such 
cases is with' the conference," — Gen. Gonf. 
Jowr., 1860, p. 297. 

12. When a member of an annual conference, 
in good standing, demands a location, the con- 
ference is obliged to grant it to him. But if the 
member is indebted to the Book Concern, the 
conference may require him to secure the debt 
before they grant his request. (Rec. Geo. Conf , 
1840, p. 107.) 

13. The location of a travelling preacher is to 
be reckoned from the final adjournment of the 
conference session, and not from the particular 
time that the vote of location is taken. 

14. A located preacher is entitled to a certifi- 
cate of location under the hand of the president 
of the conference. (Eec. Gen. Oonf, 1848, p. 98.) 
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15. A preacher who has been located, either 
with or without his consent, may, at any session, 
be readmitted to hia former standing, at the 
option of a majority of the conference. 

16. But if a preacher has withdrawn from 
an animal conference, he cannot again be read- 
mitted witliout the naual probation, though he 
has retm-ned to the Church, and his credentials 
have been restored to him. 

17. Properly accredited members from the 
British, Irish, or Canada Conferoncos may bo at 
once received into full connexion in the trav- 
elling ministry, provided they give satisfaction 
to an annual conference of their willingness to 
conform to onr Church government and usagea. 
But ministei-s from other Christian Churches can 
only be received at first on trial. 

18. Ministers from other evangelical Churches 
most be recommended by some quarterly con- 
ference, according to our usagea, before they can 
be received on trial in the travelling connexion. 

19. A superannuated preacher possesses all 
the i-ights, powere, and prerogatives of an effect- 
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ive preacher in an annual conference. He may 
serve on any committee, vote on any q^neation, 
and represent an annual conference as a delegate 
in the General Conference. And -whether he 
resides within or withont the "bounds of the con- 
ference of which he is a member, he is entitled 
to a'eeat in the quarterly conference, and to all 
the privileges of membership in the Church 



!0. A preacher on trial cannot sustain a 
i relation. 



21. A bishop 18 not authorized to continue an 
effective preacher ina circuit or station where 
he has held a pastoral relation over a majority 
of the charge for two consecutive years, even 
though the station may he divided into two or 
more circuits or stations. (Gen. Conf,, 1836.) 

22, Every pi-eaeher belonging to the ti'avelling 
connexion, unless he sustains a superannuated 
relation, or is under arrest of character, must 
receive ati appointment to some station recog- 
nised by o«r economy. Previously to 1836, 
preachers were frequently returned on the Min- 
ute as being left without an appointment at 
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tlieir own request; bnt the General Conference 
has forbidden the practice. 

23, Preachers on trial who have been em 
ployed "two enccesaive yeara in the regular 
itinerant work on circuits, in stations, or in oar 
institutions of learning," and have satisfactorily 
passed the prescribed examinations, are eligible 
to admission into full connexion. 

24. When an annual conference requests a 
superintendent to appoint a preacher to a liter- 
ary institution, it does not I'ender it obhgatory 
upon the bishop to comply with the request. 
(Rec. Gen. Conf., 1840, p. 165.) 

" 25. When a preacher is transferred from one 
conference to another his rights, privileges, and 
responsibilities in the conference to which he is 
transferred shall date from the date of his trans- 
fer, unless it he especially provided otherwise 
by the bishop by whom the transfer is made, 

" But it will not be lawful for him to vote 
twice on the same constitutional question, or be 
counted twice in the same year as the basis of 
the election of delegates to the General Confer- 
ence, nor vote for delegates to the General 
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Conference in any conference where he is not 
counted as a part of the basis of representation." 
—Qm. Conf. Jowr., 1860, p. 364. 

Section II. — Quarterly ConfereTices. 

1. It is uncertain at what time quarterly con- 
ferences were introdnced into our economy, hut 
it is known that they were held at a very early 
period. The Large Minutes were first published 
in 1763, in which it is declared to be one of the 
numerous duties of the assistant to hold quar- 
terly meetings, and diligently inquire therein 
into the spiritual and temporal state of each 
society. At a very early date, JVlr, Wesloy 
adopted the plan of quarterly visitations of the 
classes, at which he inquired into the religious 
state of each individual, and gave suitable pas- 
toral advice, and renewed the certificate of 
membership by giving each a society tictct. 
TJie visitations wore so arranged aa to terminate 
with tlie four quarter-days in the national calen- 
dar ; and the quarterly meetings of tho circuits 
were appointed to be hold on those days, or as 
near as practicable. 

2. The powera of the quartei-ly conference 
are various. It is a court holding original juria- 
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diction over accused local elders, deacons, and 
preachers, and of preachers on trial in the trav- 
elling connexion, and a court of appeals to the 
laity. It is a council to constitute and appoint 
local preachers, to examine their moral and 
Christian charaetei-s, and to recommend suitable 
persons for ministerial orders, according to the 
provisions of the Church. It holds, also, a 
supervisory relation to the various financial and 
benevolent entei-prises of the Charch. It is 
authorized " to bear complaints " against the 
official acta and deUnquencies of local preacherg, 
stewards, and exhorters, and against the awards 
of ai'hiters of disputed accounts, 

3. The quarterly conference is composed of 
all tlie travelling and local preachers, exhorters, 
stewards, and class leaders of the circuit or sta- 
tion, and of such members of the annual confer- 
ence as the bishop may designate, who, as agents, 
editors, etc., sustain no pastoral relation to any 
society, and of such superannuated preachera as 
reside on the circuit ; the first male superintend- 
enls of our Sunday schools, being members of 
our Church, and approved by the quarterly con- 
ference. The missionary committee have a right 
to a seat in the conference during its action on 
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the subject of missions, but at no other time. 
All members of a qnarterly conference, not 
vmder cbarges, have equal rights to speak and 
vote in a quarterly conference, except on ques- 
tions affecting their own standing. 

4. The presiding elder, when present, is the 
president of the quartei'ly conference ; but in 
his absence the preacher in charge. 

5. When two circuits are united for quarterly 
meetings, the preacher in charge within whose 
bounds the quai'terly meeting is held, is the pres- 
ident of the quarterly conference in the absence 
of the presiding elder. (Bishop Hedding, MS.) 

6. "When two circuits are united for quarterly 
meetings, the secretary of the quarterly con- 
ference should record the entire doings of the 
conference, and the recording steward of each 
circuit take a copy of such records only as relate 
to his respective circuit. 

7. The supervision of quarterly conferences 
over Sunday schools and Sunday-school societies, 
authorizes their direct control and management 
over Sunday schools where no Sunday school 
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society exists, and empowers thorn to sanction 
and modify the organizations of Sunday-school 
societies where they exist, and to correct any- 
thing they may judge contrary to the doctrine, 
di&ciplino, or usage of the Church in the practice 
of such organized societi^ ; but quarterly con- 
ferences cannot directly interfere in the manage- 
ment of the schools where such Sunday-school 
societies do exist (Bishops.) 

8. A quarterly conference has no authority to 
amend or reject a Sabbath-school report pre- 
sented by the preacher in charge, according to 
the provisions of Discipline ; but the report 
should be entered upon the journals of the con- 
ference without the question being put on its 
adoption. 

9. The presiding elder must appoint the time 
of holding a quarterly conference. If another 
person appoints it without his knowledge, it is 
not a legal session, even if a preacher in charge 



10. A quarterly conference may adjourn from 
timo to time to finish any pending business ; but 
it cannot adjourn to a distant day to take up new 
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a which would properly belong to a future 
quarterly coiit'ci'ence. (Hedding on Disc, p. 36.) 

11. The president of a quarterly conference 
haa the right to adjourn the conference over 
which he presides when in his judgment aU the 
business proscribed by the Discipline to such 
conference shall have been transacted. But if 
an exception be taken by the conference to his 
so adjourning it, the exception must be entered 
upon the journals of the conference. (Bee. Gen, 
Oonf., 1840, p. 131.) 

12. "All ministers having charge of circuits 
or stations should faithfully enforce the pro- 
visions of the Discipline on the subject of 
temperance, and every presiding elder should 
make it a subject of inquiry in every quar- 
terly conference." — Gen. Gonf^ Jbw., 1860, 
p. 395. 

13. The members pi'esont at any regularly 
called quarteriy conference constitute a legal 
quomni for the transaction of business. A tie 
vote, in a quarterly conference, decides the 
question in the negative, as the presiding elder 
is not entitled to vote. 
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14. The minutes of a quarterly conference must 
be read and approved at the close of the session 
when they are taken : they cannot ho approved 
at any subsequent session. The unrecorded 
action of the conference is of no legal authority. 

15. "Question 6. What is the method wherein 
we usually proceed in the quarterly conferences ? 

"Answer. We inquire : 

"(1.) Are there any complaints? 

"(2.) Are there any appeals? 

" (3.) Is there a written report of the number 
and state of the Sabbath schools, and of tlie 
religious insti-uction of the children ? 

" (4.) Will you have a Sabbath-school com- 
mittee ? 

" (5.) "What amount is estimated for the sup- 
port of the pastor or pastors of this charge the 
present year? 

" (6.) What amount has been received for the 
support of the pastor or pastors the present 
quarter? 

"(Y.) Who constitute the missionary com- 
mittee ? 

" (8.) Is there any change desired in the board 
of stewards ? 

"(9.) Are there any further reports (a) from 
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the pastor, (5) from the stewards, (c) from the 
trustees, [d) from committees^ 

" (10.) What amounts have been contributed 
(«) for missions, (J) for Sunday-School Unioa, 
(o) for tract cause ? 

"(11.) How many subscribei-s have been ob- 
tained for our periodicals 3 

"(12.) Ai'e there any recommendations for 
license to preach? 

" (13.) Are the Church records properly kept? 

" (14.) Who constitute the estimating com- 
mittee for the ensiling year ! 

" (15.) Who 13 the district steward ? 

"(16.) Are the provisions of the Discipline 
enforced on the subject of temperance? 

" (17.) Is tliere any other business ? 

" [In answer to this, at the fourth quarterly 
conference, the examination of local preachers, 
exhorters, and stewai'ds, and the licensing of 
local preachers and exhorters, and recommend- 
ations to the annual conference for orders, or for 
admission into the travelling connection.] 

"N.B. 1. On circuite, .the quarterly conference 
determines the place of the quarterly meeting, 
and the presiding elder fixes the time. 

" 2. Questions 10 and 11 are asked only at the 
fourth quarterly conference, and question i only 
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at the first quarterly conference." — Oen. Cowf, 
Jam., 1860, pp. 305, 395. 

Section III. — Leaders' MecUngs. 
1. Mr. Wesley gives the following account of 
the origin of class-leadei's and leaders' meetings. 
He had long been perplexed because he had no 
means of learning the private character of many 
of his members. "At length," says he, " while 
we were .thinking of quite another thing, we 
etrnck upon a method for which wo have had 
cause to bless God ever since. I was talking 
with several of the society in Bristol (Feb, 15, 
1T43) concerning the means of paying the debts 
there, when one stood up and said, ' Let every 
member of the society give a penny a week till 
all are paid.' Another answered, 'Eat many 
of tliem are poor, and cannot afford to do it.' 
'Then,' said he, 'put eleven of the poorest with 
me, and if they can give anything, well ; I will 
call on them weekly ; and if they can give 
nothing, 1 will give for them as well as for my- 
seltl And each of you call on eleven of your 
neighbors weekly, receive what they give, and 
make up what is wanting,' It was done. In a 
while some of them informed me they found 
Buch and such a one did not live as he ought. 
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It struck me immediately — ' This is tlie thing, 
the very thing we have wanted so long.' I called 
together aU the leaders of the classes, (so wo used 
to term them and their companies,) and desired 
that each would make particular inquiry into the 
behaviour of those whom he saw weekly, Thoy 
did BO. Miany disorderly walkers were detected. 
Some turned from the evil of their ways ; some 
were put away from us. Many saw it with fears, 
and rejoiced onto God with reverence. . As soon 
as possible the same method was used in London 
and all other places." The institution of weekly 
leaders' meetings followed of conrse. 

2, Leadera' meetings, from their firat instita- 
tion, have been composed of the travelling 
preachers stationed in the circuit or station, and - 
the stewards and class-leaders of the charge. 
The Discipline does not recognise the ofSce of 
assistant class-leader. Though a member may 
he requested to aid a leader in the discharge of 
his duties, yet this relation does not entitle him 
to a seat in the leaders' meeting, or in the quar- 
terly conference, 

3. To define specifically the duties and pre- 
j of elaas-leaders and of leaders' meet- 
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iiigs, Mr. Wesley published the following rules 
in 1T71 : " That it may be more easily diseernecl 
whether the menibers-of our societies are work- 
ing out their own salvation, they are divided 
into little companies called classes. One person 
in each of these is styled the leader. It is Iiia 
business, (1.) To see each person in his class once 
a week; to incniire how their souls prosper; to 
advise, reprove, comfort, or exhort them. (2.) To 
receive what they are willing to give toward the 
expenses of the society. And, (3.) To meet the 
assistants and the stewards once a week. This 
is the whole and sole business of a leader or any 
number of leaders. But it is common for the 
assistant in any place where several leaders are 
met together to ask their advice as to anything 
which concerns either the temporal or spiritual 
welfare of tho society." 

Jfo duties are so specifically assigned to the 
leaders' meeting as to require their being held 
in all our circuits and stations ; yet when they 
are held monthly, they are found to be eminently 
adapted to promote the interests of the Church. 

The ordinary business of a leadei-s' meeting 
embraces the following itcma: 

a. That the leaders have an opportunity " to 
inform the minister of any that are sick, or of 
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any that walk disorderly and will not lie re- 
proved." 

5, That the pastor may examine the several 
clasa-books, and ascertain the Christian walk and 
character of each member of the Church, and 
learn what members of the flock especially need 
his watch- care and counsel. 

o. To inquire into the religious state of all 
persons on trial, and ascertain who can be rec- 
ommended by the leader for admission into full 
connexion, and who should be discontinued. 

d. To examine the several leaders respecting 
their " method of leading their classes." " Let 
this be done with all possible exactness at least 
once a cLuarter."^ — -Disciplme. 

6. To recommend suitable persons to be li- 
censed as exhorters and local preachens. 

/. That the leaders may "pay the stewards 
what they liave received of their several classes 
in the week preceding." And also to hear re- 
ports from the stewards. 

4. Class -leaders, as such, are responsible only 
to the preacher in charge, who may remove 
them at pleasure. 
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CHAPTEE IIL 

MINISTERS. 



Section L—Presiding Eld&fs. 

1. Tee office of presiding elder is coeval with 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, though the 
name was not given to the office until 1T89, 
and its duties were not specifically defined 
imti! 1792. 

2. The origin and nature of tlie office are thus 
given l)y Dr. Ooke and Bishop Asbury : "When 
Mr. Wesley drew up a plan of government for 
oi^r Church in America, he desired that no more 
elders should bo ordained, in the first instance, 
than were absolutely necessary, and that the 
work on the continent should be divided between 
tliem, in respect to tho duties of their office. 
The General Conference accordingly elected 
twelve elders for the above purposes. Bishop 
Asbiiry and the district conferences afterward 
found that this order of men was so necessary 
that they agreed to enlarge the number, and 
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give them the name by which they are at pres- 
ent called, and which is perfectly Scriptural, 
though it is not the word used in our transla- 
tion ; and this proceeding afterward received 
the approbation of Mr. Wesley. In 1792 the 
General Conference, equally conscious of the 
necessity of having such an office among us, not 
only confirmed everything that Bishop Asbury 
and the district conferences i had done, but also 
drew up, or agreed to, the present section for the 
explanation of the nature and duties of tlie office." 
—^Coke cmd Asbury's Notes on the DisoipUne. 

3. The presiding elder is authorized to decide 
all questions of law in a quarterly conference ; 
but an appeal may be taken irom his decision 
to the president of the next Annual Conference. 
If the decision of the president of the confer- 
ence is not satisfactory, either party may take 
an appeal from this decision to the General 
Conference. 

4. A presiding elder cannot administer disci- 
pline in any society where there is a regularly 
constituted pastor. If there is no preacher in 
charge, he may discharge all the peculiar duties 
of the pastorate. 
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6. A preacher sent by a presiding elder to 
hold a quarterly meeting is not the president of 
the quarterly conference, unless he is duly put 
in charge of the circuit or station. 

6. A presiding eider has no authority to per- 
mit a travelling preacher to leave his appropri- 
ate work. If a preacher leaves his charge, the 
responsibility rests upon himself alone, and he 
must answer it at the annual conference. (Gen. 
OoQ. Eec. 1840, p. 105.) 

7. A presiding elder may remove a preacher 
from his charge, in the interval of conference, 
and assign him another station within the limits 
of his district ; but he cannot remove hira beyond 
the bounds of his district : his powers are wholly 
restricted to these limits. 

8. Presiding elders are superintendents of the 
domestic missions within their bounds severally, 
and are recLuired to make a quarterly report to 
the Corresponding Secretary of the Missionary 
Society of the work under their superintendence ; 
and if they cannot visit each part of their mis- 
sions personally, the missionary must report to 
them quarterly by mail. 
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9. In ease of application aa a missionary to 
preach the gospel in a foreign mission, the pre- 
siding elder of the applicant should furnish the 
bishop having the authority to appoint, testimo- 
nials on tho following particulars : — 

a. Character of the applicant's piety. 

h. Manner and effectiveness of his preaching. 

c. His natural talents and temper, and tho 
probability of his working happily with others. 

d. Hisjudgment, discretion, and commonscnse. 
6. The extent and qualities of his education. 

f. His habits of improving time, and of seiz- 
ing opportunities of usefulness. 

g. The habits of economy of himself and his 
family. 

A. His facility of acquiring influence over 
others, 

i. His aptness in acquiring languages. 

j. His personal appearance, manners, and ad- 
dress. 

h. His characters habits, health, and constitu- 
tion, in view of his particular field. (Missionaiy 
Manual, p. 7.) 

10. Subjects for correspondence of superin- 
tendents, especially mth reference to foreign 
missions and missions among tJie Indians : — 
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a. The peculiar ciistoma of the people among 
whom they labour. 

5. Their language, habits, laws, and govern- 
ment. 

c. Tlieir religious views and worship. 

d. The degree and character of their civili- 
zation. 

e. Their views and feelings with respect to 
Christianity, and its progress among them, if 
they have made any. 

f. Account of particular conversions and ex- 
periences, (Miss. Manual, p. 17.) 

11. When a presiding elder is appointed or 
elected president of an annual conference, he 
has the same prerogatives as to presiding in con- 
ference, and mailing out the appointments, as a 
bishop ; hut such appointment confers no pre- 
rogative, except those specified above, and these 
only during the session of the conference. 



Sectiow II. — Preaoh&F v. 
1. A preacher in charge is one who has the 
pastoral care of a circuit or station, by the ap- 
pointment of the regularly constituted authority 
of the Church. He may be an elder, a deacon, 
an unordained preacher on tiial, or a local 
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preacher employed by the preaiding eider to 
supply some vacancy ; all appointed by compe- 
tent authority possess full and equal powers as 
preachera in charge. 

2. The duties of a preacher in charge are, to 
watch over the moral character and to supply 
the temporal wants of the junior preachers on 
his circuit, if there be any ; to renew the love- 
feast tickets quarterly ; to hold watch-nights 
and love-feasts ; to permit no love-feast to last 
longer than one hour and a half; to appoint 
prayer-meetings whenever it is practicable ; to 
appoint a fast in every society on the circuit the 
Friday preceding each quarterly meeting, and 
to make a memorandum of it on aU the class- 
papers; to read the rules of the society, with 
the aid of the other preachers, once a year in 
every congregation, and once a quarter in every 
society ; to enforce vigorously, but calmly, all 
the rules of the society ; to take a regular cata- 
logue of the societies in town and cities as they 
live in the streets ; to give a note of recom- 
mendation to members removing from the cir- 
cuit, and to enjoin upon those removing to 
obtain a recommendation; to recommend de- 
cency and cleanliness everywhere ; to appoint a 
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peraon to receive the quarterly collections in 
the elates ; to encourage the snpport of mia- 
Bions, by forming societies and making collec- 
tions in such manner as the annual conference 
shall direct ; to provide for the diffusion of mis- 
sionary intelligence in the Church and congre- 
gation ; to institute a monthly mieaionary prayer- 
meeting or lecture in each society or church and 
congregation, wherever practicable, and to ap- 
point, aided by the Committee on Missions, 
missionary collectors ; to lay before the quartei^ 
ly conference, at each quarterly meeting, a writ- 
ten statement of the number and state of the 
Sunday schools in the circuit or station, and to 
report the same to the annual conference ; to 
take an annual collection in each of the appoint- 
ments in behalf of the Sunday-School Union; 
to form Sunday schools in all our congregations 
where ten children can be collected for that pur-' 
pose ; to form Bible classes ; to visit the schools 
as often as practicable, and to preach on the sub- 
ject of Sunday schools and religious instruction 
in each congregation at least once in six months ; 
to take up a collection or raise a subscription 
for the purchase and distribution of tracts ; to 
catechise the children in the Sunday school and 
at special meetings appointed for that purpose ; 
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to hold quarterly meetings in the absence of 
the presiding elder ; to give an account of 
his circuit every quarter to his presiding elder ; 
to report at each quarterly meeting tlie names 
of those who have heen received into the 
Church or excluded therefi-om during the quar- 
ter ; also the names of those who have heen 
received or dismiased by certificate, and of those 
who have died or have witlidrawn from our 
Church ; to license proper persons to officiate »s 
exhortens ; to submit the application of all who 
desire a license as a local preacher to the society 
or leaders' meeting for a recommendation to the 
quarterly conference ; to give a certificate of the 
official standing of a local preacher when applied 
to in case of removal ; to appoint and change 
leaders when he sees it necessary ; to nominate 
stewards for the confirmation of the quarterly 
conference ; to meet the stewards and leaders 
frequently ; to inspect the accounts of the stew- 
ards ; to recommend arbitration between mem- 
bers when there is a dispute in reference to pe- 
cuniary affairs ; to appoint a committee to in- 
spect the accounts, contracts, and circums+ances 
of those members who fail in business or contract 
debts which they are not able to pay ; to call a 
member accused of non-payment of debt before 
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a committee for inveBtigation and settlement ; to 
bring to trial and expel, according to Discipline, 
disorderly members ; to call local preachers who 
have failed in business before a committee ; t<i 
reprove local preachers guilty of indulging in 
improper tempers, words, or actions, and to call 
those accused of crime before an inveafcigating 
conimitlee ; to report to the annual conference 
the number of Church members, number of 
deaths the past year, number of probationers, 
iiTiniber of local preachers, number of adults bap- 
tized the past year, number of children baptized 
the past year, number of churches and their 
probable value, number of parsonages and their 
probable value, amount collected for superannua- 
ted preachers, amount collected for the Mission- 
ary Society, amount collected for the American 
Bible Society, amount collected for the Sunday- 
School Union, number of Sunday schools, num- 
ber of ofB-cers and teachers, number of scholars, 
number of volumes in library ; to recommend to 
every class or society to raise a quai-terly or an- 
nual subscription to meet the current expenses 
of preaching the gospel on the circuit, and to 
make up the allowance of the preachers ; to ap- 
point a person to receive the quarterly collection 
in the elassesj to take np a yearly collection, 
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and, if expedient, a quarterly one to make up 
the deficiencies at tlie annual conference ; to be 
collectors and receivers of subscriptions, &e., 
for the Chartered Tund ; to snpplj the societies 
■with books ; to leave his successor a pai-ticular 
account of the circuit, including an account of 
the subscribers for our periodicals ; to keep in 
a suitable book a faithful record of all the sub- 
scribers to our periodicals in his charge ; enter 
the dwbe and amount of payments, and leave the 
book for his successor, and a note of the place 
where it is left on the plan of the circuit ; (see 
Gen. Oonf. Eec, 1840, p. IIT ;) to raise a snb- 
Bcription annually, where it is practicable, for 
building churches and paying the debts of those 
which have been already erected ; to choose a 
committee of laymen to make a judicious appro- 
priation of the money thus raised ; to appoint a 
board of trustees for holding Ohurch property 
when necessary. 

3. The preacher in charge who is a member 
of an annual conference and a preacher on trial, 
is responsible to the annual conference for his ad 
ministration of discipline; and a local preacher 
in charge of a society is responsible to llie quai> 
terly conference. 
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Section HI. — Local j 
1. No OHO can be licensed aa a local p 
until the following steps have been taken : — 

a. He must be recommended by the leaders' 
meeting, or by the society of which he is a mem- 
ber. It is not sufficient that he be recommend- 
ed by the class of which he is a member, 

h. He must be examined before the quarterly 
conference on the subject of doctrines and dis- 
cipline. 

2- The license of a local preacher is given by 
tlie quarterly conference, and not by the presid 
ing elder ; and hence the license must be sign- 
ed by the president of the conference, even if he 
is tlie person thus licensed. 

3.' A quarterly conference may refase to re- 
new the license of a local preacher without any 
impeachment of moral character, or finding any 
decrease of piety, talent, or usefulness. (Bishops 
Waugh and Janes.) 

4. Every license is given for one year, and 
for one year only ; tmd hence, in the interval of 
a conference year, a license cannot be revoked 
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unless the quarterly conference, in dne form, for 
cause assigned, deprive the local preacher of his 
ministerial olHce ; and if, at the expiration of the 
year, no conference action is taken upon it, the 
license becomes null and void. The question of 
renewal of licenses may be laid over as unfinish- 
ed business until the next succeeding quarterly 
conference. If the license of a local preacher 
has expired, the same preliminary steps must be 
taken to regain it as if no license had ever been 
given. The fact that the society has formerly 
recommended a person for local preacher's li- 
cense, would impose no ohhgation upon it to re- 
new the recommendation if the question were 
again submitted to it. If a quarterly conference 
refuses to renew the license of a local preacher, 
a subsequent quarterly conference cannot recon- 
sider the question and grant a renewal. 

5. The license of a local preacher " must be 
renewed annually;" but by this expression is 
meant that it must be renewed in every ecclesi- 
astical rather than in every calendar year. If, 
by the arrangement of holding quarterly confer- 
ences, the time exceeds by a few weeks the cal- 
endar year, it does not render void the license. 
And if a local preacher should change his resi- 
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dence, and it should be found that no quarterly 
conference will be held for a short time after the 
calendar year has expired, the license will re- 
main in full force nntil tho question of renewal 
can be submitted, 

6. An ordained local preacher is not required 
to have his credentials renewed annually. His 
ordination parchments authorize him to preach 
until they are surrendered, or made void by 
Church action, or a violation of ordination vows. 
But ordained local preachers are required to pass 
an examination in the quarterly conference re- 
specting their gifts, labours, and usefulness. Us- 
age requires that this examination be made an- 
nually. If a quarterly conference refuses to pass 
the character of a local elder or deacon for any ^ 
alleged reason, the administi'ator should proceed 
to an investigation of tho case, according to dis- 
ciplinary rule. 

T. No local preacher can be employed by a 
presiding older to travel, except in the interval 
of a quarterly conference, without a recommend- 
ation of a quarterly conference. This recom- 
mendation may he the usual recommendation to 
an annual conference to be received into the 
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travelling connexion, or it may be a simple rec- 
ommendation to be employed, for the time be- 
ing, on a circuit or station. 

8. Every local preacher is amenable to the 
quarterly conference where he resides for his 
Christian character, and the faithful performance 
of his ministerial oiEce. "When a preacher is lo- 
cated, or diseontinned by an annual conference, 
he is amenable to the quarterly conference of 
tKe circuit where he had his last appointment, 
or where ho resides at the time of his location. 
A preacher on trial is " amenable for his admm- 
istration, when he is in charge, to his presiding 
eld^ and the annual conference. The presiding 
elder can correct his errors and reprove liim, and 
change his relation by patting him under another 
preacher ; and the conference can discontinue 
him for that cause."— ^^. Hedding. 

9. The following prerequisites are necessary 
for the ordination of a local preacher : — 

a. He most have held a local preacher's license 
for four consecutive years before his ordination. 

i. He must have been examined, in the quar- 
terly conference, on the subject of doctrines and 
discipline. 

c. He must have received a "testimonial" 
from the quarterly conference, signed by the 
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president and countersigned by the secretary. 
This testimonial must recommend tbe applicant 
as a snitable person to receive ministerial orders. 

d. He must pass an examination of character 
before the annua! conference, and obtain ita ap- 
probation and election to orders. 

The candidate for elder's orders must either 
certify his belief in the doctrines and discipline 
of our Church, with his own signature, or make 
this profession before tlie conference. 

10. Wesleyan local preachers, ironi the Brit- 
ish, Irish, and Canada connexions, when duly 
received by us, are eligible to deacon's and elder's 
orders at the same time they would have been 
if they had received their first license from us ; 
but this rule applies to none who come from 
other Christian Churches. 

11. The recommendations of quarterly confer- 
ences for the ordination or admission of local 
preachers into tbe travelling connexion, on trial, 
are not valid after the next annual session for 
which they were given. 

12. The presiding elders and tbe preachers in 
charge are required so to arrange tbe appoint- 
ments, whenever it is practicable, as to give the 
local preachers regular and systematic empJoy- 
ment on the Sabbath ; but they cannot contro! 
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the appointments of local preachers, unless tbey 
conflict with the plan of the circnit. 

13. If a local preacher desires to withdraw 
from the Methodist Episcopal Church, his reqnest 
should he presented to the quarterly conference 
to which he is amenable. The preacher in 
charge can take no other action in the premises 
than to present the req^ueat of the local preacher 
to the quarterly conference. 

Sectiok IV. — Eehorters. 

1. Exhorters were recognised in our Church 
at a very early period. Mr. Wesley permitted 
none of his memhors to hold, religious meetings 
without a special note from the assistant. 

2. The character of the oiRce is sufficiently in- 
dicated by the name. It is not contemplated that 
an exhorter will attempt to preach, — formally 
announce a text, and confine himself to the eluci- 
dation of any particular passage of Scripture,- — 
but that he will read a Scripture lesson, and make 
a practical application of its general sentiments, 
to the people. This office, when faithfully dis- 
charged, may he rendered eminently serviceable 
in promoting the interests of the Church. 

3. It was required by the conference of 1779 
that " every exhorter and local preacher should 
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go by the directions of the assistante, — where, 
and only where, they shall appoint." They 
ahould act under the general direction of the 
preacher in charge. Eshorters and local preach- 
ers should cofiperate with the travelling preachers 
in carrying out the general plan of the circuit ; 
and should not hold meetings beyond the limits 
of the charge which recommended their license, 
unless they go forth to break up new ground, or 
are invited to another charge hy the requisite 
authority of the Church. 

4. No person can be licensed as an exhorter 
who is not a member in full connexion, or who 
has not been first recommended by the leaders' 
meeting, or by the class of which he is a mem- 
ber where no leaders' meeting is held. 

5. All licenses to exhort are primarily giyen 
by the preacher in charge. Every exhorter, 
however, is subject to an annual examination 
of character in the quarterly conference; and 
his license must annually be renewed by the 
presiding elder, or the preacher in charge, if 
approved by the quarterly conference. 

6. Exhorters are responsible for their official 
conduct to the quarterly conference ; but they 
cannot be deprived of,membership without a 
trial, in due form, before a select committee, or 
the society of which they are members. 
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CHAPTEE IV. 
CERTIFICATES AND LOVE-FEASTS. 

Section I. — I{ot6 of Reoonvmsndation. 

1. EvEKT member in fall connexion, who re- 
moves to another circuit or station, is entitled to 
a note of recommendation, if cliarges are not 
preferred against him. 

2. If, in the judgment of the preacher in 
charge, there are suf&cient reasons for withhold- 
ing a certificate, and the member is willing to 
be tried, the preacher is guilty of maladminis- 
tration unless he proceeds in the trial of such 
person. (Eec. Gen. Oon. 1848, p. 98.) 

3. No preacher is nnder obligation to give a 
certificate of membership to any member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, unless said mem- 
ber wishes to remove his membership to another 
charge in the Methodist Episcopal Church; 
though, as a matter of courtesy, he may give a 
recommendation to a member in good standing 
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■who wiah^ to unite with another evangelical 
denomination. (Rec. Gen, Con. 18i8, p. 59.) 

4. Where charges are contiguous, there may- 
be a change of Church relation from the one to 
the other without a change of residence ; but if 
tlie member removes his residence beyond the 
reach of his privileges, and the oversight of his 
pastor and leader, he must remove his member- 
ship hj certificate, unless he has no access to 
Church privileges convenient to hia new r^- 
dcnee. 

5. In case of removals without a letter, the 
preacher has no autliority to erase the name 
from the Church register, hut should record tlio 
fact that the person removed without a letter. 

6. When a member receives a certificate of 
membership from a preacher having charge of a 
circuit or station, he is responsible for his moral 
conduct, from the date of his certificate until he 
joins, to the society receiving him upon that 
certificate. (Rec. Gen. Con. 1848, p. 126.) 
While the person holds the certificate in hia 
own po^eBsion, he cannot claim any privileges 
in any society, or be brought to tiial on any 
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; or complaint ; but the cause of religion 
and morality may require that the position of 
such a person be published to the world. 

1. The Diaciphne does not define any time 
beyond which a certificate becomes null and 
void. The pi'eacher iu charge may receive a 
member on such certificate at any time, and 
hold him responsible, when he is received, for 
anything he may have done while lie retained 
the certificate. (Bp. Morris.) 

8. It is not optional with the preacher whether 
he will receive a certificate from a member re- 
siding within the limita of Iiis charge. If the 
certificate is drawn up in due form, and signed 
by the constituted authority, it must be hon- 
oured. If it is known that the person presenting 
the certificate has committed a crime, it would 
serve as no bar to ite reception : the certificate 
should be received, and the person be immedi- 
ately put on trial in duo form before the society, 
or a select number of them. 

The General Conference of 1860 adopted the 
following decisiorf : 

'* Is a preacher in charge obliged to receive a 
pwperly authenticated certificate of a member 
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when be ia awaro such reception would disturb 
tbe peace and quiet of the Ohurcli? 
■ '-Answer. It is the duty of the preacJier to 
receive all such certificates." — Gen. Oonf. Jour., 
p. 298. 

In those extreme special eases in which a 
preacher refuses to receive a letter, be must 
justify his course, if complained of, before the 
annual conference. ■ 

9. " When a member is expelled from the 
Church, and complaint is made against the ad- 
ministrator to his annual conference for mal- 
administration, and the conference decide that 
the person was expelled contrary to Discipline, 
what is the relation of the member expelled 
from the Church ? Does the act of the annual 
conference I'estore the character of tbe member, 
so that the charges on which he was expelled 
are so aimuUed that the preacher may legally 
give him a letter before said charges are disposed 
of by trial or withdrawn ? 

'^Answer. The act of the annual conference 
does not restore bis character, but simply his 
membership ; and when so restored he is placed 
in tbe position which be occupied before he was 
tried, that is, he ia an accused member, and 
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hence, the preacher is not at liberty to give liim 
a certificate of mombei'ship." — Qen. Conf. Jour., 
1860, p. 298. 

10. Neither a class-leader, nor any other 
Church officer, except the preacher of the cir- 
cuit, can give, properly, a note of recommend- 
ation. 

11. Certiflcatca shonld not he given to those 
who withdraw from onr Church, and do not in- 
tend to unite with any other evangelical Church. 

12. Exhorfcera who change their residence 
should receive a note of recommendation, certi- 
fying their official relation; and the presiding 
elder having the oversight of the charge to 
which they have removed, may direct that the 
names of such exhortei-s be entered upon the 
records of the quarterly conference. 

Section II. — Lme-Feasts. 
1. Love-feasts, or aga/p<B, were instituted in 
the apostolic age. The early Christians ate and 
drank together to signify their Christian love for 
each other. Before receiving their repast they 
washed their liands, and public prayera were 
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offered. The services wefe conducted Ijy tlie 
bishop, or presbyter. A portion of the sacred 
writings was read, and questions were proposed 
by the presiding officer respecting the lesson, 
which were answered by the assembly. Eeligious 
intelligence which had been received from other 
Churches was recited, and the acts of the mar- 
tyrs, and letters from bishops and other eminent 
members of the Church, were read. Hymna 
and psalms were sung, and a collection was 
taken for the widow and the orphan, for the 
poor, the prisoner, and those who had suffered 
shipwreck. 

These seasons were peculiarly interesting to 
the hated and hunted disciples, and rendered 
doubly dear because their religious professions 
cut them off from associations with their early 
friends. "It is a custom," says Chrysostom, 
" most beautiful and beneficial ; for it is a sup- 
porter of love, a solace of poverty, a moderator 
of wealth, and a discipline of humility." 

2. Many of the rites which a guiding Provi- 
dence had made subservient to the interests of 
the Church, in the days of her affliction, began 
to he perverted when prosperity dawned upon 
hor. Some hoped, by merely banqueting with 
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the Church, to sociife a moral qualification for 
admission into the sacred mysteries ; others 
supposed that by providing general agapm for 
thoir brethren, they would perform a mevito- 
rioos work which would personally exalt them 
in the sight of God and man ; and others gave 
occasion for pagans to suspect that the same 
immorahti^ were practised in the Christian 
festivals that disgraced their own. li'or these 
and other reasons the love-feasts were discon- 
tinued, in the Western Church, by order of the 
Council of Carthage, A. D. 397. (See TertuUian's 
Apol. i.,39 j Apostol. Constitution, Book ii., c. 28 ; 
Eitto'a Sac. I4t., Art. Agapw.) 

3. Mr. "Wesley assigns the following reasons 
for their introduction into the Metliodistic econ- 
omy : " In order to increase in them [persona 
ill bands] a grateful sense of all his [God's] 
mercies, I desired that one evening in a quarter 
all the men in band, on a second all the women, 
would meet; and on a third, both men and 
women together ; 'that we might together 'eat 
bread,' as the ancient Christians did, ' with 
gladness and singleness of heart.' At these 
love-feasta (so we termed them, retaining the 
name as well as the thing, which was in use 
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from the teginning) our food is only a little 
plaiu cake and water; but we seldom return 
from them without being fed, not only with the 
' meat which perieheth,' but with ' that which 
endurothto everlasting life.'" — Weslei/'s WorJcs, 
vol. v., p. 183- 

4, The Discipline contemplates that members 
shall be admitted into love-feasts only by the 
presentation of tickets at the door ; but in new 
and sparse settlements it is found impracticable 
to carry this out in every instance. An essen- 
tial Methodist love-feast may be held without 
tickets. 

5. Members, probationers, and "well-disposed" 
baptized children of our members are entitled 
to admission into love-feast. (See DisdjiUne, 
1840.) The term " strangers " embraces all other 
persons, whether members of other Christian 
communions or not. 

6- By established usage the presiding elder is 
entitled to hold the love-feast at the quarterly 
meeting. 
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OHAPTEE V. 
CHURCH TRIALS. 

Section L — Trial of Members. 
1. "We now enter upon a subject of the great- 
est importance to the pastor. The pastoral office 
is instituted to goard and promote the moral 
and religioim character of the community. In 
the discharge of its fnnctions counsel, admoni- 
tion, and reproof mnst frequently he adminis- 
tered, to (Ktahlish the wavering and to reclaim 
the erring. It cannot be anticipated that those 
duties which call in question the rectitude of 
moral character can be discharged, with true 
Ohrretian fidelity, without occasionally inflaming 
the had passions of men, and, perhaps, subject- 
ing one's self to a legal prosecution ; and hence 
it is important to inquire how far the civil law 
recognises the right of the fall discharge of pasto- 
ral duties. Oar political constitutions guarantee, 
in general terms, to every individual the natural 
and inalienable right to worship God according 
to the dictates of his own conscience, and 
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promJBe that no sutject shall be hurt, ] 
or restrained, in person, Kberty, or estate, for Ha 
religious sentiments or professions, provided that 
he does not disturb the public peace, nor infringe 
upon the rights of others. But these principles 
have been regarded as the basia of religious 
freedom, and the pledge that an enlightened 
conscience shall not he violated, rather than the 
foe to those religious associations which bind ite 
members to -watch over each other's faith and 
practice with a godly jealousy. It is not pre- 
tended that Churches in this country possess, in 
a legal aspect, more power than other societies 
voluntarily organized, with such gradations of 
officers and judicatories as may subserve tlie 
moral and religious purposes of their organiza- 
tion. !No civil disabilitaes nor pecuniary fines 
can be inflicted for the grossest violations of cov- 
enant vows ; yet the right of religious societies 
to inquire into the conduct of their members, to 
pass votes of expulsion, and record their pro- 
ceedings against those who violate their covenant 
relations, has been fully recognised by the civil 
tribunal: nor will courts of justice inquire 
whetlier the conduct of the aggrieved member 
merited such discipline, provided that the pro- 
ceedings of the Ohiirch were according to the 
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established usages of the denomination, and 
done in good faith "without malice. And even 
if the case has been submitted to a jury, on the 
trial of the indictment against the accnsed, and 
the evidence considered insufficient by them 
to convict the accused of the crime in ques- 
tion, it serves as no bar to the religious 
society investigating the case Ae twvo, accord- 
ing to its established regulations. (Bef. 3 John- 
son, 183.) 



^. There are certain privileged i 
tions which, although they may inflict real injury 
upon personal reputation, yet do not subject a 
person to a criminal prosecution, on the ground 
that the good of society required the divulging 
of private infamy. The giving of the character 
of a servant to a person about to employ him 
may ho slanderoua or otherwise, as it is done 
with honest intentions, or with a design to injure 
and defame. A representation made by mem- 
bers of a religious society to the pastor, or to a 
Church judicatory having power to hear, exam- 
ine, and redress grievances, in respect to the 
ministry or laity, is prima facie a privileged com-' 
mnnication. "The law concedes," says Judge 
Cowen, " the right of petition and remonstrance 
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to a Bpiritual superiorj when they are pre- 
sented with a view to redress. The proper 
channel being pursued, the Church member is 
entitled to the same measure of protection as if 
be had, when writing the libel, been engaged in 
seeking the removal of an inferior of&cer at the 
hands of a superior, created by the constitution 
or the law."~19 WmdaZl, 296; 23 Wmdall, 
26 ; 2 Fioh., 310. 

3, It is a principle clearly recognised by the 
Discipline of onr Ghureh, that no member, in 
full connexion, can be dropped or expelled by 
the preacher in charge until the select commit- 
tee, or the society of which he is a member, 
declares, in due form, that he is guilty of the 
violation of some Scriptural or moral principle, 
" or some requisition of Church covenant. The 
restrictive rules guarantee, both to our ministers 
and members, the privilege of trial and of ap- 
peal ; and the General Conference has explicitly 
declared that "it is the right of every member 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church to remain in 
said Church, unless guilty of the violation of its 
rules ; and there exists no power in the ministry, 
cither individually or collectively, to deprive 
any member of said right." — Jieo. Gen. Con. 
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18i8, p. 73. The fact that tJie member is giiilty 
of the Tiolation of the rules of the Chvirch inuat 
Ije formally proved before the 'body holding 
original jurisdiction in the case. If the admin- 
istratoi peiEonally knows that -the charges are 
substantially true, it does not authorize him to 
lemove the accused member. The law recog- 
nises no member as guilty mitil the evidence of 
guilt is duly presented to the proper tribunal, 
and the verdict is rendered. 

i. The mode of removing unworthy members, 
in former times, was very different from the one 
now practised. At every quarterly visitation 
Mr. "Wesley gave a ticket to each member, 
bearing the member's name upon it. This 
ticket was a symbol, or tessera, as the an 
cients termed snch, denoting that the person 
holding it was recognised as a member of the 
society. 

"These," says Mr, "Wesley, "also supplied us 
with a quiet and inoffensive method of removing 
any disorderly member. He has no new ticket 
at the quarterly visitation, — for so often the 
tickets are changed, — and hereby it is immedi- 
ately known that he is no longer of the c 
nity." — Wesley^s WorJcs, vol. v, p. 182. 
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1. Aa aeensed member must bo brought to 
trial in tlie presence of a " bisbop, elder, deacon, 
or preacher."* That a preacher, regularly in 
charge, is authorized ordinarily to preside in. the 
trial of a member, none will deny ; and that, 
under certain circumstances, a bishop may pre- 
side, the rule directly asserts. But what are 
those circumstances in ■which this may legally 
be done ? We reply, that it can be done only 
in those cases in wMeh a bishop is, virtu- 
ally, the preacher in charge. If a society 
is deprived of its pastor, the general super- 
intendency of that society is vested, by the 
General Conference, in the bishop, or in his rep- 
resentative, the presiding elder. It is one of the 
special duties of the superintendency to look 
after tlie interests of destitute Churches, and to 
make suitable provision for their religious in- 
struction ; and it is one of tlie excellences of our 
system that no society can be beyond the pale 
of the general superintendency ; but where there 
is a pastor, technically called the preacher in 

* This passngo was sti'icl.-en from the Disciplino by the 
General Oonferenoo of 1856, ana the following inserted: 
I the presence of the preacher in chai'ge, who ahall 



oiesido in the trial." 
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charge, lie must preside at all Church trials of- 
members, eTen if presiding elders and bishops 
are present. The general duties of the several 
officers known in our economy are speciflcaOy 
stated in the Discipline ; and each of&cer is held 
responsible for tlie faithful discharge of his re 
spective duties. The -Discipline requires that 
the preacher in charge shall pronoance him 
expelled whom the society, or the select com- 
mittee, have found guilty of a crime expressly 
forbidden in the woi-d of God. If members 
■wilfuUy and repeatedly neglect to meet their 
respective classes, and will not amend, it is made 
the duty of " himi who has the charge of tlie 
circuit or station to bring their case before the 
society, or a select number of them." The 
preacher in charge is required to " receive, try, 
and eiepd members, according to the form of 
Discipline." The history of the rule confirms 
the exposition we have given. The section re- 
specting " bringing ta trial disorderly members " 
.was drawn up by Bishop Asbury, in 1788, and 
introduced into the Discipline in the following 
year. The original section did not specify by 
whom the convicted member shonld be expelled, 
but it was indefinitely stated, " Let him be ex- 
pelled." But a note was appended to the Min- 
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utes, in the same year, explanatory of this 
section, and setting forth upon whom the respon- 
sihihty of conducting a Church trial r^ted : 
"As a very few persons have in some respects 
mistaken our meaning, in tJie thirty-second sec- 
tion of oiu- form of Discipline, on bringing to 
trial disorderly members, &c., we think it neces- 
sary to explain it; When a member of our 
society is to be tried for any offence, the officia- 
ting mimster, or preccchev, is to call together all 
tlie members, if tlie society be small, or a select 
number of it if it be large, to take knowledge, 
and give advice, and bear witness to the justice 
of the whole process ; that improper and private 
expulsions may be prevented for the future." 
In. 1T92 tlie rule was amended, to remove all 
obscurity, so as to read : " Let the minister or 
preacher who has the charge of the ovrouU expel 
him," Kev. William Watters, the first Ameri- 
can preacher who joined the itinerancy, also 
shows how the rule was understood in the days 
of the fathers. "But while he [the bishop] su- 
pei'jntends the whole work," he remarks, "he 
cannot interfere with the particular charge of 
any of tbo preachers in their sta,tions. To see 
tliat tlie preachers fill their places with proprie- 
ty, and to undoratand the state of every station 
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or circuit, that he may the better make tho ap- 
pointment of the preachers; is, no doubt, no 
Email part of his duty ; but he has nothing to do 
with Tecei/aing, censv/ring, or excluding mem- 
bei-e; thia belongs wJioWy to the stationed preacher 
and mmihe/rsP — M&moiTS, p. 105. 

2. A presiding elder may appoint a preaclier 
from another circuit on his district to the charge, 
to preside at a Church trial, when the eircnm- 
stances of the case seem to demand it. In such 
cases tho former preacher in charge becomes a 
junior preacher, until the close of the trial. 
But no preacher in charge can transfer his 
authority to another preacher on his own re- 
sponsibility. 

3. A junior preacher cannot preside at the 
trial of a member. If the senior preacher can- 
not attend, the presiding elder should put the 
junior preacher, or some other preacher, in 
charge during the trial. 

4. "In all trials of members or preachers, 
whether by committee or before a conforence, 
and in all appeals, it is improper for tlie pre- 
siding officer at the trial to deliver a charge to 
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the committee or conference explaining the 
evidence and setting forth the merits of the 
ease."— (?«!*. Cmxf. Jour., 1860, p. 363. 

Section III, — O&m^lamt. 
1. "When public rumour accuses a member of 
having committed a crime, prudential consid- 
erations would dictate that , the pastor, or a 
committee, be appointed to visit the person bo 
accused, and examine the foundation of the re- 
ports, before any other action is taken. If the 
reports are evidently unfounded, the member is 
not mortified by the additional report that he 
has been ai'raigned before the Church. Such a 
committee is prepared also to rescue the charac- 
ter of a suffering brother, by a presentation of 
the facts which a diligent investigation elicited. 
Such a procedure also shows the care and 
jealousy with which the Church watches ovei" 
the Christian reputation of her members. If 
the committee are painfidly convinced that the 
reports are well founded, they are prepared to 
state such facts as are necessary for the forming 
of a con-ecfc and proper bill of charges, 

3. The administrator of discipline must, ordi- 
narily reduce to suitable form the cliarges and 
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specifications from tlie rough story of the com- 
plainant. To give no attention to any complaints 
except such as are presented in due form, ia to 
neglect the greatest number of those requiring 
the special investigation of the Church. 

S. A bill of charges should not be drawn on 
the mere declaration of a complainant that he 
" has probable cause to suspect" a member of 
being guilty of crime ; but even this, under some 
circumstances, might justify the raising of a 
committee to investigate the facts in the case, 
Nor is a report, made by one whose testimony 
would not be received in an ecclesiastical court, 
a sufficient basis to justify an arrest of chai-acter, 
nnless there are collateral circumstances or facts 
to coiToborate the statements of the accuser. 

4. Any crime, eommitted at however remote 
a period, if it be within the time in which tlie 
accused has been a mcmbor of the Church, is 
indictable ; but it cannot extend to any period 
beyond memhewhip. Cliarges of immorality 
against prcachere should not be restricted to the 
time in wJiich they have been in the ministry, 
but may extend to any time within their Church 
membersliip. 



iin=r.dh, Google 



Sec. in.] COMPLAINT. 99 

5. It does not destroy tlio actionable character 
of a complaint, that the predecessor of the admin- 
istrator, though acquainted with tho facts, tooli no 
legal notice of them. The indictable character 
of an act depends upon the fact whether it is a 
violation of the moral law and Church covenant, 
and not upon the administration of frail man, 

6. Accessories to crime may be complained 
of before or after the fact ; and the same pro- 
ceedings should he had, in. every respect, as if 
the accused were charged of being principal in 
tho ofl'onee, 

1. In drawing out a bill of charges the follow- 
ing order should be observed : 

a. A brief statement of the charge. 

i. The specification, or specifications, by whieli 
it is sustained. 

This order should be observed until every 
charge is presented, and the different specifica- 
tions are arranged under their appropriate heads, 
"For example : 

I. Charge— Theft. 

1. Specification — " In taking, on the fourth 
of July," &e. 

2, Specification . 
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II. Charge — Falsehood. 

1. Specification — " In saying," &c. 

2. Specification . 

8. The oliject of the rule requiring the cliai'ge 
to be particularly set forth is threefold : first, to 
apprize the accused of the precise nature of the 
chai'ge made against him ; secondly, to enable 
the court to determine whether the facts consti- 
tute an ofi'ence, and to render the proper award 
thereon ; and, thirdly, that the judgment may 
be a bar to any future prosecution for the same 
offence. (3 Stark. Ev., 1527.) 

9. Every charge should involve an offence 
which, if fully sustained, and withont any miti- 
gating oir cum stances, would be of a sufficiently 
aggravating character to demand a special 
Church penalty. 

10. There should be a prefect correspondence 
between the charge and the specifications. Ev- 
ery specification, if fully sustained, ought to be 
of such a character as to sustain the charge ; and 
it ought not to involve a higher offence than that 
which is charged in the bill. If the charge is im- 
morality, no specifications should be given under 
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it which involve an]j au impiiKJence ; and if 
the charge is imprudent conduct, no specification 
should he given which involves an immorality. 

11. Eveiy charge shonld be expressed in as 
mild language as possible, and yet involve an 
actioiiable offence ; and as few charges and 
specifications should be given as practicable, and 
yet secnre the great object of Church action. 

12. Two distinct crimes shonld not be set forth 
under one charge, unless they are of such a 
character that, when they are committed, they 
constitute but one legal offence — as assault and 
battery; the latter includes the former. And 
each specification should set forth one, and only 
one, averment of the offence specified in the 
charge. Tlie specifications should be stated in 
the most explicit and perspicnons language, and 
^11 immaterial facts, not necessary ingredients 
of the offence, should be carefully avoided. All 
averments should be made positively that the 
accused did so and so, and not by way of recital 
or argnment. 

13. Eveiy complaint, setting forth a crime, 
should specify the time and place in which 



iin=r.dh, Google 



103 CnUKCH TKIALa. [CIiap.V, 

it was committed ; bi;t the charge of dissem- 
inating erroneous doctrine, or of being un- 
acceptable, inefficient, or secular, does not, 
in most cases, admit of specific particularity. 
In these cases it is the serial character of the 
acts which, to a very great extent, constitutes 
the offence, 

14. Any eiTOr in the name of the person, or 
in the circumstances described in the bill of 
charges, provided the general meaning is clearly 
expressed, and the error is of such a character 
as not to change the issue of the case, ought not 
to be deemed a bar to the proceedings. The 
ends of justice ought never to suffer from mere 
technicalities; but the charges and specifications 
must be so correctly drawn that the accused 
may fully understand, from the complaint itself, 
the true nature of the ease, and what he must 
show to declare his innocence. 

15. All complaints setting forth charges and 
specifications must be signed by some member 
of tlie Ohnrch. If the complaint is originally 
made by a pei-son not a member of the Church, 
the.bill of charges must be signed by one over 
whom the Church exercises jurisdiction. It is 
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not necessary that tlie person signing the bill of 
charges should be an accuser, in the sense of the 
Discipline. "An aggrieved person," says Bishop 
M'Kendree, "may be a c07n/plavn<i/nt ; but oar 
Discipline does not recognise any one as an 
accuser unless he be a witness in the case against 
the accused." 

16. It is not advisable that a presiding elder 
should sign a bill of charges agaiiist a preacher 
which must be investigated before himself; nor 
should a preacher in charge sign a bill of charges 
against one of his members, unless the mem- 
bers of the Church refuse to do it. In those 
cases where a preacher in charge feels it his 
duty to prefer a charge against a member 
of his flock, the presiding elder should, ordi- 
narily, put some other preacher in charge to 
ti-y the case. 

It is a principle universally regarded in civil 
proceedings tliat no judge shall be counsel, nor 
act as attorney, nor advise nor assisA any party 
in any case which will come before hira ; and 
the principle is eo manifestly founded in justice 
tliat it should not be disregarded in ecclesiastical 
proceedings. In those extreme cases where a 
• cannot be found who will sign a bill 
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of charges, there must exist such peculiaritios 
and difficulties in the ease as not only to re- 
quire a strictly impartial presiding officer, bnt 
one who will have the reputation of being 
impartial. 

17. Where several persona are accused of hav- 
ing been connected in the commission of any 
crime, the charges and specifications should be 
made out separately, and each person tried sep- 
arately. 

18. Every member accused of crime is enti- 
tled to a copy of the charges and speciiications, 
for a time sufficiently long before the trial for 
him to prepare his c 



19. If a copy of the charges and specifi- 
cations, duly signed, la left at the usual resi- 
dence of the accused, it should be deemed a 
siifflcient citation, even if the accused has 
fled from the place, or his present residence 
is not known. 

Seohok rV. — Sd£(^ Convmittee. 

1. The Discipline requires that an accused 

member shall be brought " before the society, 
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or a select number, who shall not be memliors 
of the q^uarterly conference, (and if the preacher 
judge necessaa'j, the committee may bo selected 
from any charge withm the district.)" In either 
case it should be understood that only members 
in full connexion are intended. In 1789 the 
following explanation of the rule was puhhshed 
in the Discipline : " Call together all the mein- 
bors, if the society be small, or a select number, 
if it be large." 

2. The preacher in charge must determ- 
ine whether the accused should be brought 
before the whole society, or a select number 
of them. If before a select number, the 
preacher must appoint them. And "in case 
of trial before a select committee the parties 
may challenge for cause," — Q&n. Conf. Jour., 
1860, p. 303. 

3. " In selecting a committee for the trial of a 
member," Bishop Hedding remarks, " a preacher 
ought to be very careful to obtain wise, pious, 
and candid men, who will do justice both to the 
accused person and to the Church. There should 
bo a sufficient number of them to form a respect- 
able court : for the decision of so important a 
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matter should not be left to two or three indi- 
viduals." 

The committee should consist of men of such 
acknowledged virtue and integrity that their 
opinions will be respected, both by the Ohureh 
and the world. Many persons of deep and ar- 
dent piety, unaceustomed to weigh evidence and 
balance testimony, and whose hearts are full of 
gashing sympathy for the erring, are not well 
qualified to discharge the duties of a select com- 
mittee, where the honour and reputation of the 
Church are at stake. No less qualifications, cer- 
tainly, should be deemed satisfactory in those 
who sit in solemn judgment on the moral and 
Christian reputation of one for whom Christ 
died, than is dernanded of the jui-or at a civil 
tribunal. Such are required to be men of pro- 
bity and intelligence, free from personal interest 
and party prejudice: mnch more should the 
Christian man be free from all undue bias while 
investigating the character of a professed mem- 
ber of tlie body of Christ. The peace and pros- 
perity of the Church, and the salvation of tlie 
accused, stand so closely connected with the re- 
sults of a Church trial, that justice and equity 
should be most impartially administered. Many 
causes, such as kindred, prejudice, &c., which 
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would not render one incompetent as a 
witness, aro aufflcient to discLaalify him as 
a member of the select committee. The 
committee mnst not he members of tho 
quarterly conference ; that, in case of ap- 
peal, a new tribanal may decide upon the 
merits of the case. — Gen. Conf. Jour., 1860, 
p. 393. 

4. "The circumstances of the case," says 
Chief Justice Pennington, " the probable or im- 
probable nature of the facts detailed, the char- 
acter of the witness, the manner of his giving 
testimony, must all be taken into consideration, 
and ought, after being duly weighed, to carry 
conviction to the minds of the jiu'y before they 
give it [the testimony] an effect by their verdict. 
Should a witness relate a fact which, from its 
improbable nature, or from the badness of the 
character of the witness, talcen together with the 
circumstance in the case, on due consideration 
does not carr}' a belief of the fact home to the 
minds of the jury, biii, on the other hand, thoy 
believe what the witness bath related is false, — 
in that case what he has said is no evidence to 
thorn, and they are not bound to give any weight 
to it ; but, on the contrary, if they act upon it, 
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or ratlier make up their verdict upon it, such 
conduct is a departure from their duty, and little 
short of a violation of their oath." The weight 
of testimony is a question helonging to the select 
committee exclusively. 

5. The committee have no right, in forming 
their opinion, to take into consideration any 
facts within their own cognizance, of which no 
evidence was presented in the trial. If any 
memher of the committee knew any important 
fact, be should have stated it as a witness. 

6. Making tip judgment. 

a. The committee must first inquire whether 
the specifications have been sustained by evi- 
dence. 

6, Whether, the specifications being sustain- 
ed, the charge is proved. All the specifica- 
tions may he proved, and yet the charge be 
not sustained ; but if the specifications are not 
sustained, the charge, of course, cannot be sus- 
tained. 

o. The whole question of guilt rests upon the 
decision of the committee. They are to decide, 
if it is a charge of immorahty, whether the 
crime ia one of the first or second degree. There 
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may be palliating circumstances whicli shouM 
be taken into the account, and wMch greatly 
modify tlie guilt, and hence should change the 
penalty. Bishop Hcdding remarks: "Another 
question has arisen here. When the 'select 
number' judges a member guilty of the aat of 
whicli he is accused, who ia to judge whether 
that aat ia a crime, in the sense of the rule — the 
select number, or the preacher? The select 
number : for the crime is included in the judg- 
ment of guilty,' When the judgment of guilty 
is rendered, the rule says, 'Let the minister ex- 
pel him.' " 

d. The judgment of the committee should 
never be given verbaily, but should be wriUen, 
and signed by all of the committee who approve 
of the decision. A majority of the committee 
is competent to render a verdict in a Church 
trial. 

It is not expected of the committee that they 
will set forth, in their verdict, the grounds of 
their judgment ; but there may be circun^tances 
in which tliis may be necessary. 

The committee ai'e allowed to have before 
them all the maps, charts, and written docu- 
ments which were admitted during the trial. 
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1. The question lias freqaently been asked, 
May the preacher remain ■with the select, num- 
ber while thoy are making up their judgment? 
In reply, Bishop Iledding remarks : " Certainly 
he ought, for he is pastor of the flock; and 
he would greatly neglect his duty were he to 
be absent, and consequently not know on what 
law or evidence the judgment is rendered." 
Mr. "Wesley believed that the New Testament 
makes the paator responsible to Christ for the 
purity of the flock, and hence he should judge 
as to the guUt or innocence of the accused mem- 
ber. Our fathers administered the Discipline on 
this principle up to the year 1800. It was then 
provided that the society, or select committee, 
should pronounce an opinion upon the guilt 
or innocence of the accused; and the action 
of tlie preacher was to he governed by this 
decision. The entire responsibility of the de- 
cision, we repeat, rests alone upon the commit- 
tee. The preacher, under no circumstances, 
should attempt to balance the evidence, weigh 
probabilities, determine the credibility of wit- 
nesses, or draw inferences from the facts proved, 
and thus determine disputed queationa of fact, 
even at the request of the partiea. " Ko judi- 
cious administrator of the Discipline," says 
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Uishop Morris, " ^vi^ let the committee, or any 
other person, know his opinion of tlie case, 
either before the trial or during its progress, 
till the committee have made their decision and 
signed their names to it." 

8. When the words of a charge or specifica- 
tion are susceptible of two meajiiags, the select 
committee mnst determine in what sense they 
are used. 

9. "When an accused member is brought to 
trial before the society, aU members in full con- 
nexion, whether males or females, are entitled 
to vote. It is usually preferable to bring an 
accused member before a select committee, rath- 
er than the whole society. The select committee 
may consist in part of females, where the cir- 
cumstances seem to demand it. Usage, how- 
ever, restricts the select committee to males. 
(Bishop Janes.) 

Sectioh Y. — The Trial. 

1. It is tlie dnty of the presiding officer to 
conduct the religious services of the occasion, 
to read the names of the select committee and 
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the counsel of the parties, ia appoint a secretary 
to keep a correct record of the trial, to read the 
charges and epecifications to the accused, to de- 
cide who are competent ■witnesses, and whether 
the documents offered are admissible, and to de- 
cide all questions of law which arise in the pro- 
cess of the trial. If the accused is expelled, 
and dissatisfied with the ruling of the presiding 
officer, he has the following remedy. On a 
question of law, either party may appeal to the 
decision of the president of tlie next annual con- 
ference. The accused may appeal to the ensuing 
quarterly conference, or he may charge the pre- 
siding officer with maladministration before the 
annual conference. 

2. Mode of conducting a trial. 

a. The arraignment. 

(1.) Eeading the charges and specifications 

to the accused. 
(2,)' Demanding his reply to the charge. 

I. The accuser calls and examines his witnesses. 
Cross-examination by the acci^od. 

0. The accused puts in his evidence. Cross- 
examination by the accuser. 

d. Eebntting testimony by the accuser. 
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e. Rebutting testimony by the accused. 
y. Closing arguments, 
(1.) By the accuser. 
(2.) By tho accused. 
(3.) By the accuser, 
ff. Verdict by the committee, 
■ h. Announcement of acquittal or expulsion 
by the presiding offleer. 

3. If the accused voluntarily confesses that he 
is guilty of the charge, no further evidence wiU 
of course follow : the case is at once to be sub- 
mitted to the committee. 

4. If the accused refuses to answer to the 
charge, or answei-s foreign to the purpose, it is 
deemed in law ecLuivalent to answering not 
guilty, unless he is dumb ex msitatione Dei. 

5. U'o member can bo held to answer on a 
second indictment for any offence of which he 
has boon acquitted by a committee, on the facts 
and merite, on a former trial. But if he is ac- 
quitted upon the ground of a vaiiance between 
the indictment and the proof, or upon any ex- 
ception to the form and substance of the indict- 
ment, he may be tried on a new process, and 
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convicted for the same offence, notwithstanding 
siich former acquittal. A plea of fonneracqnit- 
tal is valid only when tlie accused lias been ac- 
quitted in due form by a tribunal competent to 
mate a final djsposition of tiie case. If a local 
or travelling preacher, therefore, should he ac- 
quitted by a committee called by the preacher 
in charge, or the presiding elder, such acquittal 
would serve as no bar to a subsequent arraign- 
ment, on the same charges and specifications, 
before the quarterly or annual conference : for 
these tribunals alone have original jurisdiction 
over local and travelling preachers, 

6. " May a person who has not been form- 
ally received into full connexion in the 
Church, but has for a term of years enjoyed 
all the privileges of a member, and is sup- 
posed by the preacher in charge and society 
to be a member, plead the fact of his non- 
reception as a bar to proceedings in case of 

1 immorality? 

No."— f?en. Con/. Jour., 1860, 
p. 398. 

7. "When the accused has any special mat- 
ter to plead in abatement, or bar to the pro- 
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ceedings, he should present it at the opeuing of 
the case. 



8. Omissions and errors, when the true intent 
evidently appears, may be corrected ; but no 
amendment can, dming the progress of the trial, 
be admitted which in any degree changes the 
issue of the case. During the trial a new charge 
or specification cannot be admitted ; yet a charge 
or specification may be withdrawn before a ver- 
dict is rendered. ITor example, when a charge 
is brouglit for slander, consisting of two counts, 
eay of theft and perjury, the specification of 
pei^'nry may be withdrawn, and all the testimo- 
ny by which it was supported, and the verdict 
be rendered merely in reference to the specifica- 
tion of theft. 

9. When charges arc preferred against a 
member, the preacher in charge has no riglit to 
rule out of the biU of charge^* any specification 
which is legally actionable under our rules of 
discipline; but an aanuil or qnaiterly confer- 
ence may retiin oi dismi^ the wh( le or any part 
of the bill of ch'irges 19 it miy luJge proper. 

10. "When in import mt witne&o is absent by 
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no fault of the party for wMch he is to testify, 
or wlien a party ia Borpriacd by evidence wbich 
he did not anticipate, the trial may he ad- 
journed upon application of the party, at the 
discretion of the presiding officer, to some suit- 
able time when all the important wituesat^ may 
be present. 

11. Ayerments of immaterial facts, not neces- 
sary ingredients in the offence, and -without 
which the complaint would be good, may be 
rejected, and need not be proved. 

12, If an accused member evades a trial by 
absenting himself after sufficient notice has been 
given, and without requesting any one to appear 
in his behalf, it does not preclude the necessity 
of a formal trial. The preacher in charge should 
appoint competent counsel to conduct the de- 
fence, and all the evidence in the case should be 
presented in due form to the committee. If the 
committee decide that the circumstances of the 
accusation afford strong presumption of guilt, the 
accused is to be esteemed as guilty, and accord- 
ingly exchided by the preacher in charge ; but 

■ in no case can expulsion take place until such a 
verdict is rendered. The committee, and not the 
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" evades a trial," in the sense of the Discipline. 

13. The trial mast he limited to the particular 
charge bi-ought against the accused. If a differ- 
ent crijne is proved from the one alleged against 
him, he cannot be held to answer to it, unless 
there is a new bUl of charges, setting forth the 
particular offence complained of, and a trial de 
novo held, according to the form of Discipline. 

14. There may be circumstances which would 
justify a preacher in refusing to entertain a bill 
of charges, even when signed by respectable 
members of the Church. In such cases the 
accusers may, if they deem ifc proper, complain 
of the preaclaer to his presiding elder, or to tlie 
conference, for neglect of duty ; and tlie pre- 
siding elder may remove him from the charge, 
and the conference try him for neglect of minis- 
terial duty. 

15. After charges have been entertained, and 
the trial has proceeded until the complainant has 
produced hie testimony, the case cannot then be 
dismissed without the consent of the complainant. 
(Bishop Waugh.) 
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16. A person not a memlDer of our Church 
should not be allowed, to conduct the ti-ial of a 
member ; bnt if the accused desires assistance 
in conducting his defence, all necessary aid 
should be given him, and he should be allowed 
to make full defence by himself and counsel, and 
to make any proof by competent witnesses whom 
he may produce. The accused member may 
select his own counsel, provided that such coun- 
eel belong to the same society, and is not a party 
in the suit. 

17. In no case should a preacher from another 
circuit or station appear as counsel for a member 
or local preacher. Nor can a preacher from an- 
other conference be admitted as counsel in the 
trial of a travelling preacher, 

18. It is highly improper, -ordinarily, to con- 
duct a trial in a public congregation. Kone 
should be present except the parties summoned ; 
at least, unless they are membera of the Church. 

19. "When testimony has been admitted and 
journalized, it cannot be taken from the record 
without the consent of both parties. 

20. " In all trials of preachers, whether by 
committee or before a conference, and in all 
appeals, it is improper for the presiding elder or 
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cliairraaii of the committee, or other party pro- 
siding at the trial, to deliver after the pleadings 
a cliargo to the committee explaining the evi- 
dence and setting forth the merits of the ease. — 
Ree. Gon. Conf., 1860, p. 160. 

Sj£ction VI. — General Laws of Ssidence. 
1. Every administrator of Discipline should 
have a correct knowledge, of the general laws 
of evidence, as established by the civil judi 
ciary : for though in ecclesiaistical courts mere 
technicalities should never subvert the principles 
of equity, yet the general laws of evidence, es- 
tablished by the wisdom of ages, are as applica- 
ble in establishing matters of fact before an 
ecclesiastical tribunal as before a civil. Some 
of these principles ai'e the following : — 

3. Pirst, The evidence must correspond with 
the aUegations, and be confined to the point in 
issue. It is supposed that nothing will be ex- 
pressed in the bill of chai'gea which is immate- 
rial ; and hence every allegation set forth should 
be supported by direct testimony. If, however, 
the specifications are drawn ont with unnecessa- 
ry particularity, a judicious committee might 
fonaider as surplusage whatever is not necessary 
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to constitute the crime. Extraneous facta tend 
to draw away tlie minds of the committee from 
the point in issue, and operate nnj ustly upon'the 
accnaed ; for he cannot be supposed to have pre- 
pared himself to meet any point except the gen- 
eral one set forth in the bill of charges. ■ 



3. Secondly. It is sufficient if the e 
of the issue be proved The ci'vil Itw makes a 
distinction between allegations of mittei of 
Bubsfance and allegatirms of e'^sential descrip- 
tion. It is stifEcient li the foimei he buhstan- 
tially proved ; but the latter must be proved with 
literal precision. In ecclesiastical trials, where 
we have to deal with actions which are crirainal 
in themselves, whatever may have been the 
circumstances in which they took place, the rule 
may be applied, with hardly an exception, that 
it is snfBcient if the substance of the allegation 
he proved. " If, in an action for malicious 
prosecution, the plaintiff alleges that he was 
acquitted of the charge on a certain day, here 
the substance of the allegation is the acquittal ; 
and it is sufficient if this fact be proved on any 
day, the time not being material." If the aver- 
ment is divisible, and enough is proved to con- 
stitute an offence, it would be deemed sufFicieiit, 
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both in a civil and in an ecclesiastical court, 
that one part merely was proved. Thus an in- 
dictment for stealing two notea of equal value 
wonld be sustained if the evidence only proved 
that one note was stolen. In a proceeding to pro- 
tect public morals, nothing should be deemed es- 
sential but that which constitutes the act a crime. 

4. Thirdly. The obligation of proving any 
fact Ilea upon the party who substantially asserts 
the affirmative of the issue. It is generally suf- 
ficient to oppose a direct denial to a direct alio- 
gation, until it is established by evidence, or by 
strong collateral circumstances. As the party in 
the affirmative is entitled to begin and to reply, 
he should bring forward all bis evidence before 
any defence is made. The rule seems to have 
been baaed upon the fact that, in most cases, 
it is impossible to prove a negative as readily 
and explicitly as an affirmative. If a man has in- 
dulged in the use of ardent spirits to intoxication, 
that is usually susceptible of proof; but it might 
be exceedingly difficult for an innocent man to 
prove that he was not intoxicated on a given day. 

5. Fourthly. The best evidence should be 
procured of jvhicli tlie nature of the case is 
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susceptible. This rule does not forbid tlie intro- 
duction of testimony of different degrees of 
strength^ but it rec(mres that strong evidence 
should not be withheld when it is known to he 
in the possession of the party. When such 
testimony is withheld, the design is evidently 
fraudulent. Oral testimony cannot be substi- 
tuted for documentary, when such testimony 
can be procured. 

6. Hearsay evidence. This term is applied both 
to written and to oral testimony, and relates to 
such as does not derive its value solely from the 
credit given to the witness himself, but rests also, 
in part, on the veracity of others. Heareay 
evidence is universally held as incompetent to 
establish any specific fact which is susceptible 
of being proved by living witnesses. " If," says 
Justice Buller, " the first speech were without 
oath, another oath that there was such speech 
makes it no more than a hare speaking, and 
80 of no value in a court of justice." — Bvll. 
JSr. P., 29i. 

7. In the following cases hearsay testimony is 
received in civil com-tg : — ■ 

a. In matters of public and general interest, 
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where the health or happiness, reputation or 

prosperity of the whole community is involved. 

h. In matters of ancient possessions, where it is 

enpposed that no original witnesses are now living. 

c. Declarations and entries made hy persons 
since deceased, and against the interests of the 
persons making them at the time they were made. 

d. Dying declarations of sane persons. 

e. The testimony of deceased -witnesses, given 
in a former action hetween the same parties. 



Section VII. — Wify 

1. The Eoman law required the evidence of 
two witnesses as the foundation of a decree. In 
our courts one witness, if his testimony is cor- 
rohorated by strong collateral circumstances, is 
sufficient to establish facts. In ecclesiastical 
trials, while a single allegation, rebutted hy a 
positive denial, should not be deemed sufficient 
to destroy the Christian character of one in 
whom the Church had reposed the fullest confi- 
dence, yet a single testimony, corroborated by 
strong collateral circumstances, may convince 
an intelligent committee of the moral certainty 
of the guilt of the accused. 

2. Common law forbids that a party to the 
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record in a civil suit shoiild testify, either for 
himeelf or for a co-suitor in the cause ; and the 
same principle holds eqiially good in all ecclesi- 
astical examinations. If the complainant has 
no other interest in the ease than is common to 
all the members of the Church, he should he 
allowed to testify. 

3. Neither husband nor wife can testify in 
auy ciyil or criminal cause in which one of them 
is a party. To secure domestic happiness, it ia 
held that neither of them should be reqiiired to 
divulge any confidential communications obtain- 
ed by the hallowed confidence of the marriage 
relation, No other relationship, except that of 
husband and wife, disqualifies a person from 
testifying for or against another. In ecclesias- 
tical courts, however, the husband and wife 
should mutually be allowed to testify for 
each other, and the committee should give 
such weight to their testimony as they consider 
it is entitled to. 

4. Persons deficient in understanding are in 
competent witnesses. 

When the deaf and dumb are produced in 
civil conrfe, it must be shown by tlic party 
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producing them tliat they are persons o£ suffi- 
cient underatanding to give testimony. 

In regard to children, there is no precise age 
within which they are absolutely rejected. At 
the age of fourteen it is presumed that every 
person is competent, until the opposite is shown. 
Some have been admitted as early as five ycara 
of age to testify in civil courts. 

5. Persojis insensible to the obligations of an 
oath, — as atheists, and those made infamona by 
having been convicted of flagrant crimes, as 
felony, forgery, perjury, &e., — are deemed in- 
competent to testify before a civH tiibunal. 
Nor should they be listened to in an eccle- 
siastical investigation, unless their statements 
are corroborated by strong collateral circum- 
stances, or they have been reformed in their 
morals. 

6. Persons of reputed veracity are competent 
witnesses in a Church trial, without regard to 
their particular religions belief or Church rela- 
tion. "Witn^ses from without" the pale of 
the Chui'ch "shall not be rejected." 

7. Tlie presiding officer of a trial must deter- 
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mine tho competency of a witness; but tiie 
society, or select committee, must determine 
what weight, if any, should be given to the 
testimony, 

8. Though we would not say that a pastor is 
not a competent witness against any of his flock, 
yet we woiild repeat, that if he is the principal 
witness, the presiding elder should put another 
preacher in charge to preside at the^trial. In 
civil courts the same person cannot he both 
judge and witness. If another judge is pres- 
ent and presides, a judge may be sworn and 
testify; but not otherwise. And though a 
preacher in charge does not sustain the same 
relation to an ecclesiastical court that a judge 
does to a civil, yet there arc so many analogies 
between them that it is ordinarily inexpedient 
that the same person should be both presiding 
ofQcer of the trial and a 



r VIII.' — -MBammation of Witnesses. 

1. Witnesses are to be examined first hj the 
party producing them, and afterward cross- 
examined by the opposite party. 

2. The presiding officer may order that the' 
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■witnesses be examined out of the hearing of 
each other, when he deems it essential to the 
discovery of truth. 

3. Each witness should be called upon to re- 
late what he knows of the caaej and his testimony 
should be written, and to insure perfect accuracy 
in the records, read to him as taken hy the sec- 
retary. Every question and answer should be 
written which either party deems essential to 
the case. 

4. Leading questions are not allowed in direct 
examination, but they are admissible in crcsa- 
esamination. Leading questions are those 
which suggest to the witness the desired answer. 

Example : Was not the said A _S in 

M- on the fmvrth of July last? Leading 

questions are permitted in direct examination 
where the witness appears to be hostile to the 
party producing him, and where an omission is 
evidently caused by want of recollection. 

5. A witness is not permitted to write down 
his t^timony to read in court; but he is per- 
mitted to assist his memory by a written instru- 
ment or memorandum. It is not necessary that 
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this memorandum slioiild have heen made by the 
witness, or be admissible in itself as evidence. 



i in general must depose to such 
facts only as are within their own knowledge. In 
some cases persons are required to state their 
opinions or belief. Examples: the testimony of 
medical men, whether death could be produced 
by certaiu causes ; whether certain circumstances 
indicated a sane or insane state of mind; the 
testimony of skOlful penmen, whether a given 
writing were the veritable chirography of a 
particular person. Profe^ional books are not 
admissible in evidence. 

7. A witness, while giving his testimony, may 
recall and correct his testimony; but it should 
be taken down just as it is given, with all its 
corrections : and it is for the committee to decide 
whether the latter statements are more worthy 
of belief than the former. 

8. All exceptions to evidence ought to be 
made at tlie time when it is first taken. After 
the verdict it is too late to take an exception. 

9. Witnesses in civil com-ts are not compelled 
to answer any questions which will degrade or 
expose them to penal liability ; but as our eccle- 
siastical courts ai'e not so legalized tliafc the 
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witness is compelled to answer any question, this 
subject need not be considered. The presiding 
officer must decide whether the question is a 
proper one. 

10. If no counsel appear for the complainant, 
the presiding officer should put such questions 
as may be necessary to elicit the truth, guarding 
carefully against any bias toward either party. 
No question should bo put to a witness the rele- 
vancy of which does not appear. 

11. A witne^ in an ecclesiastical court ought 
not to be put on oath: it can accompMsh no 
good. Such oaths are extrajudicial, and not 
legally binding. No oaths are held by the civil 
law to be obligatory except those given in 
some proceeding which the civil law recog- 
nises. To swear falsely before a court in- 
competent to administer an oath is not peijury. 
(2 Gaines, 91.) 

12. Evidence of good character is inadmissi- 
ble when the general character for veracity has 
not been impeached, even if an attempt is made 
to prove facte inconsistent witli the statements 
of the witness. 
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13, A witnesa may be impeaclied in two ways. 

a. By disproving the facts stated by him by 
the testimony of other witnesses. 

S. By general evidence affecting his credit for 
veracity. 

" In impeaching the character of a witness, 
in the second mode, it is not allowable to im- 
peach his general fnoral Gha/racter, but his gen- 
eral character for 'oeraovty, and that not by 
prodncing testimony of particular facts of bad 
moral conduct, hnt by producing testimony aa 
to the general fact of his nnreliability as a per- 
son of veracity."— Seji. Oonf. Jowr., 1860, p. 438. 

The general character of a member of our 
Church for veracity cannot be impeached ; but 
.the facts stated by him may be disproved by the 
testimony of other v 



-ris:.- 

1. It is advisable, in all cases where it can be 
done, to produce all mateiial witnesses at the 
trial. But as no ecclesiastical judicatory can 
compel tlie presence of any witness, it fre- 
quently becomes necessary to take depceitions. 

2. When a deposition is to be taken, a verbal 
or written notice must he served on the advci-se 
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party, stating the hour and place of taking the 
same, and be delivered to the party in person, or 
left at liis usual place of residence. A notice left 
at a post-office ia not sufficient, if it was not re- 
ceived by the party. What time is a reasonable 
notice to the adverse pai'ty in taking dep'ositiona, 
is not fixed by the Discipline, but is a question 
of law which the presiding officer must decide ; 
ordinarily a week, at least, should be allowed. 

3. Torm of notice: 

To A. B. Whereas C. D. has requested me to 
take tlie deposition of E. F., of G., to be used in 
the examination of the charges and specifications 
preferred against you by 0. ~D., 1 do, thoroforo, 
appoint the second day of June, 18 — ■, at one 
o'clock P. M., at the house of the said E. F., as 
tho time and place for the said person to testify 
what he knows relative to matters contained in 
the said charges and specifications. And you are 
hereby notified, that you may then and there be 
present, and put such inteii'ogatories as you may 
judge fit. Yours, &c.j H. K., Pastor. 

L ■ — , Mo,ij 30, le— . 

4, Form of deposition : 

I, E. F., of G-., testify and say that . 
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After the direct testimony of the deponent is 
written, the party taking the deposition is al- 
lowed, first, to examine him on all the points 
which ho deems material ; and then the adverse 
party may examine him in the same way. After 
which either party may propoao such other in- 
terrogatories as the ease may require. 

If the accused ohjecta to the admission of the 
person to testify in the ease, this should be 
written down, stating the nature of the ob- 
jection. 

If any c[ueetion is objected to by either party, 
as being leading, or irrelevant, or hearsay, or 
relating to matters of opinion, this should be 
noted under the question, and previous to the 
writing of the answer. 

Ordinarily, great latitude should be allowed 
to the questions, if desired by either party ; nor 
is it advisable, usually, at this stage of the 
proceedings, to decide on the validity of the 
objections, unless in very clear cases. 

After the deposition is written, it should bo 
read to the deponent, and signed by him. 
A note should be appended to every deposition, 
stating the reason of its being tahen, and 
whether the adverse party was duly notified, 
and attended. 
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5. Depositions slionld be scaled up Ijy the 
preacher, or the third party mutually agreed 
iipon, taking tliera, and remain sealed until 
opened by tbe proper authorities. 

6. Depositions ehonld be rejected if it ap- 
pear that the opposite party was not notified 
to attend at the time and place appointed 
for taking the deposition, or that a sufficient 
notice was not given, or that he was noti- 
fied to attend at a time when he must neces- 
sarily be absent, or engaged in important busi- 
ness requiring his personal attention, and 
.that this was known to the party giving the 

notice. 

7. When witnesses are present at the seat of 
the conference, but refuse to give evidence in 
open conference, the conference has a right to 
appoint a commission to take their testimony, 
the opposite party being notified . to appear 
before such commission, and having the right 
to cro^-examine the witnesses. In such cases 
the testimony is to be taken hj a secretary 
appointed by the commission; and, when re- 
ported to the conference, it must be filed and 
carefully preserved by the secretary of that 
body. (Discipline.) 
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8. When only a part of a deposition is desired 
to be used in a trial, the whole of it mnst be 
read. 



Section 'X.—A 

1. The privilege of appeal is allowed both to 
preachers and members by the constitution of 
our Ohureh, under certain limitations. The 
General Conference "shall not do away the 
privileges of our ministers and preachers of 
trial by a committee, and of an appeal : neither 
shall they do away the privileges of our mem- 
bora of trial before the society, or by a com- 
mittee, and of an appeal." It is rec[iiired, 
however, in order that the appeal may he 
entertained, that the condemned person signify 
his intention to appeal within a given time. 

2, The court appealed to, and not the court 
appealed from, is to judge whether or not the 
party has a right to appeal. As the right of 
appeal is not treated in tlie Restrictive Enles as 
a conditional one to be regulated by express 
enactmente, great license should he given to 
this right No appeal should he rejected nn- 
less there are very manifest reasons for it. It 
has never been considered, however, that the 
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appellate court can exercise no discretion in any 
case of appeal, — that it must entertain every 
appeal that is made to it. 

3. If an accused person evades a trial by 
absenting himself after suiHcient notice ha3 
been given him, and the committee judge that 
the circumstances of the accusation afford strong 
presumption of guilt, he may be esteemed as 
guilty, and be accordingly excluded. And a 
person who absents himself from trial can claim 
no right to an appeal. But mere absence from 
the place of trial does not show that the accused 
person evaded a trial, by absenting himself, in 
the sense of the Discipline. He should bo 
allowed to show to the quarterly conference 
that his absence from the trial was not de- 
signed, and a fault on his part. If a majority 
of the quarterly conference are convinced that 
he did not designedly evade a trial, the appeal 
should be entertained. 

4. " When a member of an annual conference 
gives notice to the conference that he has with- 
drawn from the Church or conference, and at 
the same time there be cha/rges ready to be pre- 

; him, and he has knowledge of 
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sack cluwges previous to his notico of withdrawal, 
and he has been marked upon the journal of the 
annual conference as withdrawn under clmrges., 
has such member the right to appeal to the 
General Conference from such record of the 
annual conference^ 

"Answer. He has not." — 06%, Conf. Jour., 
1860, p. 298. 



5. No appeal of an excluded member can be 
entertained, unless it is brought before the nmt 
ensmn^ quarterly conference; or of a local 
preacher, unless he signify to the quarterly 
conference his determination to appeal to the 
next annual conference ; or of a travelling 
preacher, unless he signify his intention to 
appeal to the ensuing General Conference, at 
the time of his condemnation, or at any sub- 
sequent time when he is informed of it. The 
General Conference of 1860 adopted the fol- 
lowing decision : 

" When an expelled member has, by neglect 
or otlierwise, forfeited his right of appeal, 
may a subsequent quarterly conference, if it 
desire to do so, grant him the jprwilege of an 



"Answer. No." — Gen. Qmf. Jour., p. 298. 
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6. A quarterly conference cannot ti^ an ap- 
peal when the testimony is not duly recorded. 
When accurate minutea havo not been taken 
in the trial before the society, or a select 
number, " the ease," says Bishop Hedding, 
" should bereferred back for a new trial, that 
those who did their work carelessly, at first, 
may have opportunity of doing it properly, 
and of being admonished to avoid such errors 
afterward." 

7. In ease a local preacher appeals to the an- 
nual conference, and it is found that the minutes 
of the trial were not signed by the president of 
the quarterly conference, and by a majority of 
the members of the conference who were present, 
the appeal cannot be entertained. When the 
Discipline has been illegally administered, tlie 
case should be remanded to the tribunal holding 
original jurisdictioii over the member, for a new 
trial. (Bishop Soule.) 

8. Mode of conducting appeals in the Gen- 
eral Conference. 

1. Present the appeal. 

2. Determine what members of the commit- 
tee on appeals, not less than two thirds of the 
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whole, shall hear and try the case, a majoiity 
of whom shall decide. 

3. Bead the findings of the case. 

4. Kotion to admit. 

5. State the grounds of the appeal. 

6. Kead the minutes and documents. 

7. Appellant's defence. 

8. Beply of the delegates. 

9. Appellant's reply to tlio delegates. 

10. Decision after the appellant shall have 
retired. 

9. The motion to admit the appeal is put to 
the court, that if the appellant is not entitled to 
an appeal the facts of the case may be presented. 
In the following cases appeals may not he en- 



a. When the accused absents himself from 
trial in a strictly disciplinary sense. (Disc, p. 
D9.) 

h. When he does not signify his intention to 
appeal within the specified time. (Disc, pp. 93, 
96, 99. Gen. Oonf. Jonr., 1860, p. 298.) 

c. When no censure or reproof was adminis- 
tered as a penalty, and the conference passed 
the character of the appellant withont censure, 
and simply declared that he erred in judgment 
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in tlie administration of Dieeipline. (Gen. Oonf. 
Jour., 1840, pp. 82, 83.) 

d. When tho appellant declai"es himself with- 
drawn from the Church subsequent to the 
adjudication of his case an^i the avowal of hia 
intention to appeal. (Gen. Conf. Jour,, 1848, 
p. 38.) 

e. If a member of an annual conference gives 
notice to the coiiferenee that he has withdrawn 
from the Church or conference, and at the same 
time there are charges ready to ho preferred 
against him, and he has knowledge of such 
charges previous to Iiis notice of withdrawal, if 
the conference should enter upon its journal that 
he withdrew under charges, ho could claim no 
right to appeal from such record to the General 
Conference. (Gen. Conf. Jonr., 1860, pp. 223, 
298.) 

/. "When an expelled preacher does not sub- 
mit to the decision of tho conference, but con- 
tinues to preach as if still in full possession of 
ministerial powere, and has connected himself 
with another Church or organization contemplat- 
ing church ends independent of and hostile to 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, he is not en- 
titled to an appeal, (Gen. Conf. Jour., 1860, 
p. 253.) 
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But ill all cases where the right of appeal 
has not heen lost by some violation of the pro- 
visions of the Discipline, the appeal must he 
entertained. 

10. If an appeal is well taken, it does not 
place the case wholly within the jurisdiction of 
the appellate court to make such an award as it 
deems proper; but the appoUate court must 
either affirm or reverse the decision of the court 
below, or remand the case for a new trial. (Bps. 
Janes and Baker.) 

11. Decisions in an appellate court ; 

"In any ecclesiastical court of appeals, when 
the three questions, Shall, the decision of the 
lower court be affirmed? Shall the case bo re- 
manded for a new trial ? Shall the former decis- 
ion be reversed ? have been sueceBsively put, and 
there is a tie vote on each, then in what con- 
dition does it leave the appellant ? 

"jResolvedf That it is the sense of this confer- 
ence that when the motions to affinn, to remand, 
and to reverse have been snccessively put and 
lost, the decision of the court below stands as 
the final adjudication of the case." — Heo. Gen. 
Oonf.y 1860, p. 248. 



iin=r.dh, Google 



S«e. X.] APPEAL. lil 

12, In no case of appeal can new evidence be 
admitted. Only the journalized and document- 
ary testimony taken and presented at the fli-st 
trial can bo introduced. (Eec. Gen. Conf,, 1848, 
p. 127.) If the appellant affirms that he has in 
liis possession testimony which was not before 
the original court, and which, in his opinion, 
would exculpate him from one or more charges 
on which he was expelled, the case may be re- 
manded for a new trial. (See Eec. Gen, Conf., 
1840, p. 77.) 

13. Eolation of an expelled member whose 
case has been remanded by the appellate 
court : 

"When an appeal is taken by an expelled 
member to the quarterly conference, and 
the conference remand the case back for a 
now trial, what is the precise relation of the 
appellant? Is ho an accused member, and 
must the preacher proceed to try him again, 
or is be restored to his membei-ship in good 
standing ? 

"Answer, He is an accused member, and the 
preacher should proceed to try him again nnlegs 
the charges are withdrawn." — Gen. Conf. Jour., 
1860, p. 298. 
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14. After a member has been tried, expelled, 
and taken an appeal, and the quarterly con- 
ference has affiiTtied the decision of the court 
below, a succeeding quarterly conference is not 
competent to reopen the case for adjudication, 
by granting another trial to the expelled mem- 
ber. The decision of the appellate court is final. 
{Bishop Hedding.) 

16. When the appellate court reverses the 
decision of the court bolow, the appellant is 
reinstated in his former membership, without 
any action of the court from which he took an 



16. If an excluded steward, exhortcr, or 
class-leader is restored to membership by the 
quarterly conference, snch action does not 
restore him to his previous official relation. 
He is brought to trial as if he had sustained 
no official relation ; and a quarterly conference 
can restore no ofSce which it is not originally 
empowered to give. 

17. When a decision on a point of law is 
made by a presiding elder in a quarterly 
conference, and action follows which aifects 
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the membei'sliip of a member of that con- 
ference, such action is final, provided that 
no appeal is taken to the president of the 
nest annual conference. (Bishop Hamline.) 

18. Ko accused lay member can take an 
appeal until he is excluded from the Church. 
But when he is once expelled, the act of 
expulsion stands until the decision is reversed, 
on appeal, by the quarterly conference. The 
person thus expelled, though he takes an 
appeal, cannot enjoy any privileges of society 
until the decision of the appellate court. 
And if the quarterly report be read before 
the appeal is tried, and the decision reversed, 
the preacher in charge is bound to read him 
out among those excluded from the Church 
according to Discipline. If the decision is 
reversed by the quarterly conference, the 
preacher in charge should announce before 
the society that tlie person is I'estored to 
membership by the act of the quarterly con- 
ference. (Bishop Morris.) 

19. When an appeal is taken from the 
decision of an ecclesiastical court, that fact 
should bo entered upon the records of tho 
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ti'ial ; and the presiding officer is bonud to 
present such records, and all the docnments 
relating to the case, to the appellate court. 
When a travelling preacher, however, has 
been tried and taken an appeal, it is the 
dnty of the secretary of the annual confer- 
ence to preserve the minutes of the trial, and 
all the documents relating to it, and transmit 
them, at the proper time, to the General 
Conference, 

20. When an appellant does not appear 
personally, or by a representative, to pros- 
ecute his appeal, it goes by default, (Bishop 



21, If in the examination of an appeal the 
presiding elder discover that the trial below 
was informally conducted, he has no authority 
to throw ont the case, prevent the decision of 
the conference, and declare the pei-son not 
expelled. The appeal is not to the presiding 
elder, but to the quarterly conference. 

Section XI.— il'kc Trial. 

1. It is not in accordance with our usages 

for a presiding officer to order, under any 
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eirenmstances, a new trial ; but an appellate 
court may remand an appeal case for a new trial. 

2. If the preacher in charge differs in judg- 
ment from the majority of the society, or the 
select number, concerning the guilt of an ac- 
cused member, the trial may be referred, by 
the preaclier in charge, to the ensuing quarterly 
conference. But this reference of the trial doea 
not place the case before the quarterly confer- 
ence for adjudication ; it is simply a petition for 
a new trial, and the quarterly conference may 
grant or reject it according to their best judg- 
ment. (Rec. Gen. Con., 1848, p, 137.) 

3. When the case is remanded for a new trial, 
it should proceed as if no trial had previously 
been held. There must be a new presentation 
of charges and specifications, a new notifying 
of the party, hearing of witnesses, and rendering 
of verdict. Any of the original charges and 
specifications may bo withdrawn, and new 
charges and specifications may he added. New 
evidence may be produced, and such document- 
ary testimony as has been taken according to 
Discipline, and admitted in the first trial, may 
be introduced in the new trial. (Kec. Gen. 
Con., 1848, p. 129.) 

Tt would bo a flagrant proceeding for the 
10 
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adjudicating body, when a easa is remanded for 
a new trial, to reexpel a member on a verdict of 
guilt, rendered at a previous trial, without a 
new hearing of testimony. (Bishop Hedding.) 

4. la the following cases it would be highly 
proper for the appellate court to grant a new 
trial. 

a. When the minutes of the trial are so im- 
perfect that the true merits of the case cannot 
be learned from them, 

J. In case of maladminiBtration, or incorrect 
ruling of the presiding officer. 

e. When there have been any improprieties 
in the select committee, such as determining 
their verdict by easting lota, or by basing it 
upon documents which were sent to them, but 
were not read in the trial. 

d. When new and material evidence has 
been discovered. A new trial should not be 
I for mere cumulative evidence. 



Section 'SSI.— Trial of Local Preachers. 

1. A local preacher, deacon, or elder, should 

be held amenable to the quarterly conference 

for the faithful performance of the functions of 

his office ; and in case of manifest neglect of 
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duty, should be treated the same aa in casea of 
improper tempers, words, and actions. The 
person thus offending shoidd be reprehended 
by his senior in office; and ahonld he fail to 
reform, one, two, or three faithful friends should 
be taten as witnesses. If he still persists in his 
neglect of duty, the quarterly conference may 
proceed to try him, and deprive him of his 
ministerial ofBee. 

2. When a local elder, deacon, or preacher is 
reported to be guilty of some crime expressly 
forbidden in the word of God, it is made the 
duty of the preacher in charge to call Mm 
before a committee of local preachera, by whom 
he shall be acquitted, or, if found guilty, sus- 
pended until the nest quarterly conference. 
"It requires the preacher in charge," says 
Bishop Morris, "to proceed on mere report, 
whether there be any formal charges or not ; to 
call a committee, which is of the nature of a 
court of inquiry, to ascertain whether or not 
there be cause of trial ; and if so, it must go to 
the quarterly conference, the only tribunal that 
has authority to try the case. And in all prac- 
ticable eases the preacher in charge should 
inquire into complaints against local preachers, 
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by a committee, "before they come into quarterly 
conference, or be held I'esponsible for this neg- 
lect of duty. But if he neglect it, or fail to 
obtain a committee, or fail foi* want of time, 
that neglect or failure does not deprive the 
quarterly conference of its legal authoi'ity to try 
a local preacher on charges of immorality." 

8. Bishop Hedding remarks: "Great care 
should be taken to appoint a wise, prudent, and 
impartial committee, consisting, if practicable, 
of more than three. All suitable means should 
be employed to have a thorough and fair inves- 
tigation. And as the final trial of a local 
preacher is by a body of men most of whom 
are usually laymen, it is desirable that this 
committee should be composed of as many as 



4. The committee of local preachers may bo 
called from any circuit or district in the con- 
ference. The rule of 1T96 required that the 
local preachers in the neighbourhood should be 
called to constitute this committee. In 1820 
they were required to belong to the circuit or 
district. In 1836 all restrictions in this r 
were taken away. 



iin=r.dh, Google 



SeaXn.] LOCAL PBBA0HER8. 149 

5. The mode of conducting an investigating 
committee, in the case of an accused local 
preacher, is similar to that of the trial of a 
member, hefore described, page 105. The 
preacher in charge must preside, and cause 
exact minutes of the charges, specifications, 
t^tiraony, and examination to he taken ; and if 
the accused is found guilty, these, together with 
the decision of the committee, must be laid by 
him before the quarterly conference. 

6. The acquittal or suspension of a local 
preacher, in the primary examination, is by the 
committee, and not by the preacher in charge. 

7. The examination before a committee is not 
a trial proper on the merits of the c^e ; and 
hence, if a local preacher is acquitted by the 
committee, charges and specifications, founded 
upon tlie same reports, may bo preferred against 
liim at the quarterly conference, and ho be ex- 
peUod, if they judge him guilty of crime. 

8. The mode of conducting the trial of a local 
preacher is the same as that above described. 
The president must appoint a secretary to take 
regular minutes of the evidence of the trial ; 
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" wliicli minutes, when read and approved, shall 
be signed hy the president, and also by the 
memhers of the conference who are present, op 
by a majority of them." 

9. The quarterly conference holds original 
jurisdiction over local preachers, and hence 
its decision will not be governed by the primary 
investigation. Testimony may, in lirst examin- 
ations, have been rejected which the president 
of the quarterly conference judges to be admis- 
sible ; and testimony may have beon admitted 
which should be rejected. Any additional tes- 
timony which either party may have obtained 
may be presented. 

10. If the accused refuse or neglect to appear, 
either before the investigating committee or the 
quarterly conference, he may be tried in his 



11. Tlie quarterly conference alone awards 
punishment in the trial of local preachers. Sus- 
pension by the investigating committee is not a 
penalty judicially awarded, but a public an-est 
of character until the case can be examined 
before the proper tribunal. Tlie president 
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eannot espel a local preacher; lie merely an- 
no uDces the decaion of the i^yarterly con- 
ference. 

12. If a local preacher has been expelled, and 
has taken an appeal to the annual conference, 
a snbseqnent quarterly conference cannot re- 
consider then" action, and restore the local 
preacher. If a enhseqnent quarterly confer- 
ence could reconsider the act of a former session, 
and restore one whom they had expelled, for 
the same reason they might reconsider and con- 
demn a man whom they had previously acquit- 
ted. And if they could reconsider the act of 
the last quarterly conference, tliey might re- 
consider an act passed years before. (Bishop 
Hedding.) 

13. When a local preacher has-been brought 
to trial before a quarterly conference, and the 
evidence haa heen taken, and the pleadings 
closed, it is not lawful for the conference to 
adjourn, and leave the decision of the case to 
the next quarterly c 



14. A quarterly conference has no author- 
ity to alter the language of any chart^c or 
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specification without the consent of the par- 



15. When the property of a local preacher 
has acOTimulated so rapidly as to cause some to 
suspect that he ia not acq^uiring it honestly, the 
c^uarterly conference, of which he ia a member, 
has no authority to demand of him a statement 
of the amount of his property, and of the manner 
in which it has been acquired. If he is sus- 
pected of dishonesty, lie may be arraigned ; but 
the.accuser must produce. testimony to sustain 
the charge. No man can be compelled to wit 
t himself (Ref. Bishop Soule.) 



16. "When the matters involved in a bill of 
charges, presented against a member, local or 
travelUng preacher, in whole or any material 
part, are pending before a civil or criminal 
court, it is frequently advisable to lay the case 
over until the trial is decided by tho legal 
tribunal. Equity seema to demand it. If in 
this case the local preacher has been suspended 
by a committee, and the ease is brought before 
the ensuing quarterly conference for trial, — if 
the conference believe that the charges can- 
not be fully investigated until after, the suits. 
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pending before the civil tribnnale are terminated, 
— it is competent to adjoimi tiro case until 
after sucli trial. The results, however, of a 
criminal prosecution onght not to exert any in- 
fluence on the results of the ecclesiastical inves- 
tigation. Eq^uity and the honour of the Churcli 
might demand fie conviction and expulsion of 
the pereon whom the civil law had cleared. 

17. Tho fact that a member of a c^uarterly 
conference has heen employed aa counsel in a 
civil suit against a local preacher does not dis- 
qualify him from acting and voting as a mem- 
ber of the quarterly conference, in the trial of 
the local preacher on charge involving the 
material facte pending in the civil court. Every 
member of a quarterly conference, except -while 
he himself is being tried, may exercise every 
right, and perform every aet appertaining to his 
office, as a member of the quarterly conference, 
if it has no respect to his own personal interests. 



18. "When charges ai'e preferred \ 
preacher on trial, the presiding elder has a right 
to decide under which question of section 3, 
chapter ix, part i, of the Discipline the case 
shall be tried. 
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Section XIII. — Trial of TravdJmg PreaGhera. 

1. The nature of the investigation of an ac- 
cused travelling preacher, hy a committee, in 
the interval of an annual conference, is the same 
as that of a local preacher, ahove described. 
It ie strictly preliminary in its character. The 
committee can merely suspend from ministerial 
services and Church privileges until the ensuing 
annual conference. 



3. Bishop M'Kendree remarks: "The great 
object of committees is to attend to complaints, 
or cliarg^, in the intervals of conferences, and 
thereby secure the character of innocent breth- 
ren, wrongfully accused, from reproach and 
injury; or by suspending [such as are adjudged 
guilty] until the ensuing conference. The sus- 
pending power is clearly restricted to such crimes 
as are expressly forbidden in the word of God. 
And it may be further remarked, that neither 
the organization of a committee, nor any of their 
acts, can abridge the powera of a conference, 
when they afterward come to sit on the same 
ease. And sliould a case occur at or during 
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the sitting of a conference, or, although 
known of, be neglected ; or if it should be 
of such recent date as not to afford time 
to call a committee, and should then be 
brought before the conference, there is noth- 
ing in tlie Discipline, or reason, to prevent 
the conference from hearing and deciding 
thereon, withont the intervention of a com- 
mittee ; and especially if the person accused 
desire it. But as the conference has the 
entire control of all eases in which its own 
members are concerned, subject to the order 
of Discipline, they niay, or they may not, 
appoint a committee, as they may judge 
proper." 

The Restrictive Enles provide that ministers 
or preachers shall have the privilege "of trial 
by a committee." This implies that preachers 
shall not be suspended in the interval of confer 
ence, as they formerly were, without the inves- 
tigation and action of a committee; bat it was 
not intended to abridge the powers of an annual 
conference, — it has original jurisdiction over its 
members. 

3. If the charge bo preferred at the confer- 
ence, the ease may be referred to a committee, 
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in the presence of a presiding elder, or a mem- 
ber, appointed by tho bishop in his stead. In 
the latter case, the person so appointed possesses 
all the powers of a presiding elder in an investi- 
gating committee. 

4. An annual conference has a right, when 
charges are preferred against one of its number, 
and the case cannot be tried dming its session, 
for want of testimony, to refer it to the presiding 
elder who may have charge of him, under the 
rule for the trial of immoral ministers, in the 
interval of an annual conference. When cases 
are thus referred, the committee possess no more 
authority than when they are called, in the in- 
terval of conference, by the presiding elder. 
They can only suspend ; and the ensuing annual 
conference must determine the case. If a spe- 
cific charge only is referred, tlie committee must 
restrict their examination to that particular 
point ; but if the cas& of a preacher is referred, 
the committee may examine any charge which 
may be prefeiTed against him, 

5, The acquittal of an accused travelling 
preacher by the investigating committee, as in 
the case of a local preacher, does not prevent 
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the same charges being preferred, and a trial 
held before the annual conference, to ■which he 
is originally amenable. 

6. If the preacher is found guilty hy the 
committee, he must be suspended by them, 
and not by the presiding elder. The peni- 
tence of the convicted cannot prevent sua- 



7. If a committee is appointed to investigate 
the case of an accused preacher, and report to 
the next conference, if the confereace is divided, 
and tlie committee fall into different conferences, 
their powers remain the same until their report 
is heard and a 



8. When a presiding elder is called to preside 
at the investigation of an accused presiding 
elder, he po^esses the same powers as when 
investigating the ease of an accused travelling 
preacher on his district. He may appoint the 
committee,, and the time and place of holding 
the investigation. The committee should be 
called from the district of the accused presiding 
elder, unless special reasons exist why it should 
not he done. 
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9. A presiding elder may appoint the place 
for the investigation of the case of an accused 
travelling preacher beyond the limita of Ms 
district, when, in his judgment, the circum- 
stances demand it, 

10. A presiding elder cannot call a travelling 
preacher before an investigating committee, ex- 
cept (1) when he " is tinder report of being 
gnilty of some crime expressly forbidden in the 
word of God aa aa unchristian practice, sufficient 
to exclade a pereon from the kingdom of grace 
and glory;" or (2) when he "holds and di^emin- 
ates doctrines which are contrary to our Articles 
of Eeligion," and will not " solemnly engage not 
to disseminate such erroneous doctrines, in pub- 
lic or in private ;" or (3) when he ceases to travel 
without the consent of the annnal conference. If 
charges are preferred against a travelling preach- 
er in the interval of conference, both for improper 
and for immoral conduct in the same bill, the 
charge of improper conduct must be dismissed by 
the presiding elder. A preacher cannot be tried 
for improper tempers, words, or actions, except 
at the annual conference. Complaints of malad- 
ministration must go pximarily before the annual 
conference. (Eec. Gen. Conf., 1860, p. 301.) The 
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presiding elder can only remove such from tlio 
cliarge as do not administer discipline correctly. 

11, The form of trial, in the case of a local or 
travelling preacher, is the samo as that of a 
member, (see page 105,) except in the mode of 
rendering the verdict. The qnarterly and an- 
nual conferences vote first upon the question 
whether the several specifications, in order, 
under each charge, are sustained, and then 
upon the charge, without bringing in a written 
verdict. 



12. If an accused travelling preacher docs 
not appear, either before the committee or the 
annual conference, the same formahty should be 
observed in his trial as if he were present. 
Competent counsel should be appointed to con- 
duct his case, and accurate minutes sliould be 
kept. 

13. When a preacher has been tried in an 
annual conference, and suspended for one year, 
the conference cannot at the expiration of that 
time expel him for the same offence, or continue 
the suspension for another period. When a 
member has suffered the punishment which was 
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adjudged by the conference, at the time of hia 
trial, he is deemed clear by the law. (Bishop 
Hedding.) 

14. A preacher under suspension by a com- 
mittee, called by a presiding elder, has no right 
to vote on any question, at the ensuing annual 
conference, previously to the examination of his 
ease. His suspension, being in accordance with 
the provisions of the Discipline, continues until 
it is removed by the conference. 

15. When a traveUing preacher is accused of 
being so unacceptable, inefficient, or secular, as 
to he no longer useful in his work, there must 
be the same formahty of trial, — specifications, 
witnesses, record of testimony, &c.,— as in the 
case of immorality. A charge of unacceptability 
can bo tried at an annual conference in the ab- 
sence of the accused preacher, even when no 
previoim notice has been given. It is a specific 
rule of discipline that every travelling preacher 
shall undergo an annual examination of charac- 
ter ; and it is expected that every member will 
bo present at the session of the conference. In 
case of location without consent, as well as expul- 
sion, the aggrieved party is allowed an appeal to 
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the General Conference. But it cannot be too 
strongly urged, that in all eases where the 
character of a brother is to be arrested, or his 
relation changed in the ministry, due notice 
should be previously given, and efforts made to 
remove the embarrassments. 

16. Tiie secretary of an annual conference 
must carefully take all tlie testimony given in 
the annual conference ; documentary testi- 
mony need not bo spread upon the journals of 
the conference, but must be properly filed and 
preserved. In case of trial, a copy of the 
charges, specifications, and the final action of 
tJie conference, should be entered on the princi- 
pal Conference Jonnial, and such references 
made to all the testimony and documents used 
in the trial, that they may be readily found and 
clearly identified. 

Sectioh SrV, — Chmch Offences. 

1. In every Church ti-ial it should be definitely 
stated under what rule of discipline the case is 
to be tried. 

2. All actionable offences may be brought 
under one of the following rules : — 



iin=r.dh, Google 



162 OHTJEOH TKiALS. [Chap, V, 

a. A orvm.& expressly forbidden by tlie word 
of God, Bufflcient to exclude a person from the 
kingdom of grace and glory. 

h. JSTeglect of duties ; imprudent conduct ; 
indulging sinful words, tempers, or actions ; the 
buying, selling, or using of intoxicating liquors 
as a beverage, or disobedience to the order and 
discipline of the Church. 

c. Endeavonring to sow dimensions in our 
societies by inveighing against either our doc- 
trines or discipline. 

d. Behaving dishonestly in business transac- 
tions, or contracting debts without a probability 
of paying them. 

e. Refusing to abide by the judgment of a 
second arbitration ; refusing to refer to arbitra- 
tion disputed pecuniary queatioi^, when recom- 
mended by the preacher in charge; entering 
into law-suits with another member, against the 
provisions of the Discipline ; refusing to make 
payment of debt according to decision of com- 
mittee. 

3. If the offenco belong to the first class, no 
Church labour is necessary before the presentar 
tion of the charge: in all other cases specific 
preliminary steps must be taken. 
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i. If a preacher holda and disseminates doc- 
trines contrary to our Articles of Eeligion, and 
perskts therein, he may be suspended by a 
committee, and tried at tiie annual conference. 
If his error, however, is a mere matter of 
opinion, not embraced in our Articles of Religion, 
he may be borne with in the interval of confer- 
ence, and his ease brought betbi'e the annual 
conference. 

The twenty-fiye Articles of Beligion do not 
embrace all that is included in " our present 
existing and established standards of -doctrine." 
Many of the characteristic doctrines of our 
Church are not even referred to directly in those 
articles. Many of our leading article of relig- 
ion arc expressed in a negative form, and have 
special reference to the errors of the Papal 
Church. Bishop Burnet remarks, that since 
" the Church of Borne owns all that is positive 
in our doctrine, there conld be no discrimination 
made but by condemning the most important 
additions whieli they have brought into the 
Christian religion in express words." The Dis- 
cipline does not expressly state what are our 
" established standards of doctrine ;" but usage 
and general consent would probably designate 
Mr. "Wesley's Sermons, and his Notes on the 



iin=r.dh, Google 



164 CHURCH TEIAL8, [Chap. V, 

Kew Testament, and "Watson's Theological In- 
etitutes. 

5. The rule respecting membera of our Church 
inveighing against our doctrines and discipline 
is not to.be understood in the sense that they 
must he brought before a committee, and found 
guilty of this offence, before they can even be 
reproved by the senior minister of the circuit. 
The reproof is to be given, not as a judicial act 
by the adjudicating body, but simply as the act 
of the pastor, in the faithful discharge of the 
duties of the pastorate, and to be performed by 
him when he is clearly convinced that the ac- 
cused has really endeavoured to sow dissensions 
in the Church. If the member " persists in 
such pernicions practices " after reproof is thus 
administered, he sliould be brought to trial on a 
oomplaint setting forth the nature of his offence. 

8. A distinction is to be made between the 
character of the act which removes a member 
from the Church who has committed a crime, 
and that which removes one who habitually and 
wilfully neglects to meet his class. The one, 
after a due process, is to be ei^>eUed; the other 
is to be ladd aside. "When a member is laid 
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aside for a wilful neglect of claes-meeting, tlio 
preacher must "show that he is excluded for a 
hreaeh of our rules and not for immoral con- 
ditct." "Excommunication," says Mr. Punch- 
ard, " differs from the act of withdrawing fellow- 
ship in this : excommunication implies a forfeit- 
ure of Christian standing ; withdrawing of fel- 
lowship implies a forfeiture of Church standing 
only." 

Y. When a charge of slander is preferred hy 
one member against another, it is lawful for the 
accused to prove the truth of his statements as 
a ground of justification. 

8. But when a member is accused of uttering 
sinful words in reference to a member, it is not 
lawful to attempt to prove their truthfulness. 

9. No charges for slander can be received 
except from the person alleged to bo slandered, 
or from his representative ; hut charges involv- 
ing defamation of character received from other 
persons must bo for evil-epeaking, and the truth 
of such declarations cannot be given in evidence, 
as it ^vould involve an absent person. 
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Seciiok XY. — Penalt^i 



1, Church penalty is designed to operate as 
a motive upon the members to observe cor- 
rect moral conduct, and to declare the purity of 
the Chiu-ch by her efforts to maintain coiTect 
principles. To secure these objects it is not so 
necessary that the punishment should be severe 
a3 tliat it should be certain. It is impossible to 
graduate the punishment according to the true 
demerit of the offence, and hence as mild meas- 
ures should be pursued as possible, and yet show 
that the Church does not connive at sin, and 
seek to conceal corruption rather than to purge 



2. The following awards should be given, ac- 
cording to different circumstances: — 

a. A declaration of the guilt of the accused, 
while forgiveness is extended to the penitent. 

&, Censure, or reproof. 

o. Suspension. 

d. Expulsion. 



Tho Church is competent to 
forgive an offender, when the ends of moral 
discipline can be promoted by it. Bishop 
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Hedding remsu-ks : " It is asked, Must he expel 
in all eases ? Is tliere uo room for pardon ? For 
ecandaloiis crimes expulsion ehould undoubtedly 
take place ; but for crimes of a moderate degree, 
and when the 'offender is suitably humble and 
penitent, forgirene^ and forbearance should be 
exercised, and a repentant brother may be 
retained in the Church. 'Brethren, if ajiy man 
be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual 
restore such a one in the spirit of meekness.' 
Gal. vi, 1. That the rule is to be so understood 
is evident from a clause in the General Kules, 
thirty-SLxth page : ' If there be any among us 
who observe them not, who habitually break 
any of them, let it be known unto them who 
■watch over that soul as they who must give 
an account. "We will bear with him for a sea- 
son, but if then he repent not, he hath no more 
place among us ; we have delivered our souls.' " — 
Di^. en Disai^lme, pp. 66, 67. "In exercising 
mercy, in this case, the preacher wiU need great 
prudence to avoid doing it in a way to grieve 
and aiflict the members, or cast a stumbhng- 
block before the world. On this question he 
should take counsel with the select number, or 
the leaders' meeting, or in some cases with the 
society in the place, that it may be understood 
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that the offender is restored by general con- 
Bent."— Jis. 07h Discipline, pp. 68, 69. 

Bishop M'Kendree remarlis : " When a person 
is clearly convicted of such a crime or crimes, 
(such as ai'e expressly forbidden in the word of 
God,) nothing short of expulsion -will satisfy the 
rule, unless tliere be such a manifestation of 
genuine repentance and humiliation as will fully 
justify the restoration of the offending person: 
in such a case the connexion between crime and 
its punishment is dissolved. Such cases may 
puffisibly occur, and when they do, miich care 
and prudence are necessary to guard the Church 
from reproach and injiiry, and at the same time 
to save the offender." 

4. Itat the Discipline contemplates that cen- 
sure and suspension may be inflicted as a Church 
penalty upon disorderly members, as well as 
upon convicted local and travelling preachers, 
is evident from various considerations. The 
heading of the section respecting disorderly 
members has been, since its fii-st introduction 
into the Discipline in 1T89, " Of bringing to 
trial, finding guilty, reproving, sttspending, or 
excluding disorderly pei-sona," &c. The section 
relating to the "sale and use of spirituous 
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liquors," which formed a part of the Discipline 
from 1796 to 1840, provided that an accused 
person should " be cleared, eenm^ed, suspended, 
or excluded, according to his conduct, as on 
other charges of immorality." 

5. No member can be suspended for a partic- 
ular offence without a regular trial according to 
Discipline ; and no preacher can be suspended 
by an annual conference beyond the period of 
one year. 

6. When a bill of charges is correctly drawn, 
tlie penalty must be based upon the charges 
wJiich are sustained against the accused. No 
member can be punished for any higher 
offence than is charged against him in the 
bill ; but punishment may be awarded foi 
any lower offence, of which he' is convicted, in 
the specifications which are sustained against 
him. 

7. " It has been asked," remarks Bishop Red- 
ding, " Has a preacher a right to keep members 
of the Church, who have not been tried or cen- 
sured, out of love-feast, or to repel them from 
the Lord's supper, for any little irregularity in 
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dress, or otherwise, whicli he may perceive in 
them at any time ? No ; in ordinary cases he 
has no such right : he may not punish members 
except as the law directs. Yet there may be ex- 
traordmwn/ cases which might admit of this 
measure, from his authority as a minister, with- 
out any direct rule. For example : a member 
is known to have committed a, scandalous crime, 
and tiiere has not been time to call him to trial 
in the regular way. He comes to love-ieast, or 
to the holy sacrament ; in, these circumstances 
the minister may repel him." — J)is. on Disoi- 
pJme, p. 72. 

8. When a preacher is judged guilty of mal- 
administration by an annual conference, censure 
and reproof are the highest penalty which they 
can inflict. 

9. When a member or preacher has been ex- 
pelled, according to due form of Discipline, he 
cannot afterward enjoy the privileges of society 
and^pf sacraments, in our Church, without con- 
trition, confession, and satisfactory reformation ; 
but if, however, the society become convinced 
of the irvnooenoe of an expelled lay member, he 
may again be received on tiial withont ci 
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Ko expelled member can bo received again iato 
full membei'sbip without a subsequent probation. 

10. Wben an annual conference decides tbat 
a preacher having charge haa expelled a member 
contrary to the provisions of the Discipline, 
Kucb decision restores the person so expelled to 
Church- membership. The conference must de- 
cide within what time the alleged maladminis- 
tration must have taken place, to bring it prop- 
erly before them. (Rec. Gen. Con. 1852, p. 73.) 

11. If the society or select number render a 
verdict of guilty, it is not optional with the 
preacher whether be wiU expel him: as an 
administrator of the Discipline, be must pro- 
nounce the penalty of the law. Tlie Discipline 
says, "Let the minister or preaclier who has 
tlie charge of the circuit expel him." An ex- 
ception, however, should be made in those cases 
where, in view of peculiar palliating circum- 
stances, or the deep penitence of tlie accused, 
the committee or society recommend that he be 
still further borne with. 

12. The practice of requiring &,pubUc person- 
al confession before the Church, or threatening 
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expulsion if it is not made, is of doiiljtfdl expe- 
diency. If tiie accused is really penitent, this 
can be ascertained in some other mode. The 
Church, when not under the peculiar sympathy 
which the presence of the offender might pro- 
duce, are hetter prepared to decide whether the 
concessions and acknowledgments of the accxised 
are sufficient to secure the honour of the Ohnrch 
if expulsion is not inflicted. Many persons, 
especially under the mortification of the alleged 
offence, are wholly incapahle of maMng an 
appropriate statement to the Church in person. 

13. It is made the duty of the " official min- 
ister or preacher," at every quarterly meeting, 
to read the names of those who have been 
excluded from the Chiirch during the preceding 
quarter; but the Discipline does not contem- 
plate that their crimes — the grounds of Church 
action— shall be publicly announced, nor tliat 
any unusual publicity should be given to the 
fact of expulsion. When any member is laid aside 
for a breach of our rules merely, and not for 
immoral or improper conduct, this fact must be 
definitely stated in connexion with the report of 
expulsion. When persons are thus read out of 
the society bythe "official minister," in thehearing 



iin=r.dh, Google 



Sue. XVI.] AEBITKATIOS. 173 

of those who have an interest in the com- 
municationj and a right to know the action of 
the Church, it is not legal defamation of char- 
acter, nor prmia facie evidence of malice. 

14. When a member is fonnd guilty of im- 
prudent conduct, and required to make con- 
fession, and refuses to comply, the preacher 
cannot expel him without a further trial he- 
fore a committee, showing that he does not 
comply. 

Section XVI. — Arbiiration. 

1. In 1781 it was made the duty of the assist- 
ant, at the quarterly meeting, to consult with 
the steward in appointing proper persons to ex- 
amine into the circumstances where there was a 
dispute respecting pecuniary matters ; and if 
there was siispicion of injustice, or inahility, in 
the referees, to appoint men of more skill and 
prohity : and the parties were then required to 
abide by their decision, or be excluded from the 
society. 

In 178i the Discipline required the assistant 
to consult with the stewards and leaders, and 
appoint referees, whose decision was final ; 
iind tlie party refusing to abide by it was to be 
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expelled, unlesB there appeared to tlie assistant 
some fraud or gross mistake in the decision ; in 
which case he %vaa to appoint new referees for a 
rehearing of the case, and the decision of this 
tribunal was to be absolutely final. In 1189 
the referees were appointed by the parties, ac- 
cording to our present mode. 

3. Under onr present rule, the authority of 
the preacher is greatly diminished ; yet he has 
discretionary power to decide. 

a. "Whether the circumstances require any 
action. The rule does not oblige him to recom 
mend arbitration, unless he judges that the 
case is such as strictly to demand such investi- 
gation. 

J, If proceedings should be commenced, un- 
der what rule of discipline the action should be 
brought, — whether it is an immorality, an in- 
discretion, or a dispute respecting the payment 
of debts, &c. (Bishop Morris.) 

3. The phrase, "payment of debts or othe'F- 
wise" is to be restricted entirely to pecuniary 
matters. But it embraces them in all their 
forms, whether relating to real or personal 
estate, debts, demands, accounts, or contracts. 
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4. The arbitci's to whom the case is referred 
must be members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church ; but the arbitration does not assume 
tlie form of a trial, and it is not necessaiy that 
the arbiters should belong to the society with 
which either of the parties is connected. 

5. The preacher in charge should preside at 
the arbitration, when both of the parties belong 
to the same society. K they belong to different 
societies. Christian and ministerial etic[nette 
would seem to req^nire that the senior preacher 
should preside. 

6. Order of conducting an ai'bitration. 
a. Religions services. 

6. Appointment of secretary by the referees. 

c. The complainant makes his statement, in 
troducing such testimony as he deems proper. 

d. The defendant makes his answer, and in- 
troduces his testimony. 

6. Rebutting testimony by the complainant. 

f. Rebutting testimony by the defendant. 

g. Closing arguments, — 
(1.) By the complainant. 
(2.) By the defendant. 

h. The parties should then retire, and the 
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decision should be written and signed by the 



Y. When the parties reside on different cir- 
cuits, if one party is dissatisfied with the decis- 
ion of the arbiters, and desires a second arbitrar 
tion, he must apply ix> the quarterly conference 
where tlie otlier party resides ; for it only 
can compel such party to arbitrate. 

8. The ride does not require our membei-s to 
arbitrate when the other party is not a member 
of our Church. 

9. When a dispute respecting pecuniary mat-- 
ters arises between a member of our Chiirch and 
a firm or corporation, to wliich one or more 
members of our Church belongs, tlie rule re- 
specting arbitration does not apply; for the 
corporation, as such, is not under the control of 
the Church. Tor any unjustifiable business 
transaction, performed by the member, or by 
the fii-m, which the member could have con- 
trolled, he should be held strictly accoimtable. 

10. When a request is made to the .quarterly 
conference for a second arbitration, the presiding 
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elder has no authority to rule out the apphea- 
tion, but should allow it to go to the quai-terly 
conference. (Bishop Moms.) 

11. A member refusing to arbitrate when rec- 
ommended to do 80 by the preacher in charge, 
renders himself liable to expulsion from the 
Chm'ch; but in thisj as in all other cases, he 
cannot be expelled until the society or select 
number, in due form, declare that he refuses to 
arbitrate, or has violated some express rule of 
Church covenant. 

12. If, after a second ai'bitration, a party re- 
fuse to abide by their decision, lie may be 
brought to trial by regular charge and specifica- 
tion, and expelled from the Church. 

13. If a preacher or member shall enter into 
a lawsuit with another member before the mat- 
ter is submitted to ftrbitration, he does so on his 
own responsibility ; and, if arrested, must show 
that the case was of such a nature as to require 
and justify a process at law. 

14. The inspecting of the accounts of those 
who "fail in business," and the calling of a 
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debtor before a committee, " to show cause why 
he does not make payment," and all the cases re- 
ferred to on pages 131—134, of the DiseipUne, 
are not Church trials ; and a member cannot be 
expelled merely on those examinations, what- 
ever frand and dishonesty those examinations 
may disclose. But if these examinations should 
disclose frauds, a bill of charges should he 
formed from them, and the acciised brought to 
trial, in due form, before the society or the 
select committee. The language of the Disci- 
pline is, "in case the debtor refuses to comply, 
he shall be expelled." Eut before such expul- 
sion can take place, the society, or a select num- 
ber of them, must declare, after a legal investi- 
gation of the case, that the debtor refuses to 
comply in the proper sense of the rule. A total 
inability to comply, is not a refusal in the sense 
of the Discipline. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

CHURCH PROPERTY. 

I. — Building Ohwrohss cmd I 

1. Thb Discipline expressly diseoimtenancea 
tte incurring of heavy liabilities in the erection 
of churches and parsonages. Hence it is made 
the duty of the quarterly conference, where it is 
contemplated to build a house of worship, to 
secure the lot on which euch house is to be 
erected, according to our deed of settleinent; 
and also "to appoint a judicious committee of, 
at least, three members of our Church, to form 
an estimate of the amount necessary to build; 
and threja-fourtlis of the money, according to 
such estimate, must be seciired, or subscribed, 
before any such building shaU be commenced." 
" In all cases where debts for building houses of 
worship have been, or may be, incurred contrary 
to, or in disregard of^ the above recommendation, 
our members and friends are requested to dia- 
countenance, by declining pecuniary aid to all 
agents who travel beyond their own circuits or 
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districts, for tbe collection of fnnds for the dis- 
cbarge of such debls, except in such peculiar 
cases as may be approved by an annual confer- 
ence, or such agenta as may be appointed by 
their authority." 



3. Wiien a number of persons have associated 
themselves together, in pursuance of the statute, 
for the purpose of erecting a mceting-hoiise, 
and appointed three or more of their number a 
building committee, to superintend the erection 
of the honse, the mere acceptance of the appoint- 
ment does not amount to a personal undertalcing, 
on the part of the committee, to build the house ; 
but the only effect is to constitute them the 
agents and representatives of the association, to 
act upon joint consideration and advice, with 
power to make all necessary contracts, and 
authorize all such expenditures as the purposes 
of the agency require. 

If the building committee are the agents of 
an unincorporated body, and in making their 
contracts do not pledge their individual credit 
and responsibility, they will not be held under 
a personal obligation for such indebtedness, if at 
the time of the contract the nature of their 
agency was definitely known. 
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And if the committee should contract with 
one of their own number, they would as effectu- 
ally bind the society as if they contracted with 
a stranger. {Ref. 3 Yt. Kep., 431; 3 Wash- 
burn, 593 ; 3 ibid., i05.) 

3. "Wliere the articles of association provided 
that the whole expense of the house should be 
estimated on the whole number of pews, by ap- 
praisal, and that tlie subscribers should bid for 
their choice of pews, but that the average price 
of the pews should not exceed a certain sum, 
this could not be construed as limiting the 
amount to be expended by the building com- 
niitteo in erecting the house ; and a member of 
the committee might recover for services and 
expenditures in erecting the building, notwith- 
standing the whole expense of the house ex- 
ceeded the amount which the pews would bring 
at the average price specified, if it could be 
shown that the building committee had not de- 
parted from the general plan prescribed for the 
building, (Ibid.) 



Sectioh U.—2 
1. All our Church property, such as meet- 
in g-honaes, parsonages, and cemeteri^, held 
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according to Discipline, is vested in a board of 
trustees, who hold it in trust for the use of the 
members of the MethodiBtEpiseopal Church. The 
ministry, either in their individual or associated 
capacity, as Annual or General Conferences, 
have never claimed, nor do they hold, in law, 
any title to any chapel or parsonage by the 
deed of settlement. The fee of the land ia 
vested in trustees, who hold the property in 
behalf of each respective society. The GSeneral 
Conference claims merely the right to supply 
the .pulpit, by such means as it shall elect, with 
duly accredited ministers and preachers of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, " who shall preach 
and oxponnd God's holy word therein." The 
General Conference of 1Y96, referring to the 
Deed of Settlement, adopted the following sen- 
timents ; " By which we manifest to the whole 
world that the property of tlie preaching-houses 
will not be invested in the Gieneral Conference. 
Brrt the preservation of our union, and the prog- 
ress of the wort of God, indispensably require 
that the free and full use of the pulpit should be 
in the hands of the General Conference and the 
yearly conferences authorized by them. Of 
course, the tmvelling preachers who are in fall 
, assembled in their conferences, are 
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tiie patrons of the pnlpits of our churches." — 
Rec, Gen. Conf., Vol. I., p. 15. And if any 
chapel or parsonage is sold hy the trustees to 
liquidate their debts, the surplus money, after 
cancelling the debts, must be appropriated by the 
quarterly conference, " according to the best of 
their judgment, ytw the use of the smd sodeity." 

3. "When a new board of trustees is to be 
created, according to the form of Discipline, 
" for the security of our preaching-houses and 
the premises belonging thereto," the appoint- 
ment must be made by the preacher in charge, 
or by the presiding elder of the district in 
which ihe trustees reside. When a vacancy 
occnrs by resignation, death, or expulsion from 
the Church, the "preacher having the pas- 
toral charge of the society must call a meet- 
ing of the remaining trustees, as soon as con- 
veniently may be ; and, when so met, the 
preacher must nominate one or more persons 
to fiir the vacancy; and, in ease of an eqaal 
nnmber of votes for and against the nomination, 
the stationed preacher has' the casting vote. 

In all meetings of trastees, thus appointed, 
the stationed preacher, by general usage, is eat 
officio tlie presiding officer. 
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3. To te eligible as a trustee, a person must 
be, at least, twenty-one years of age, and have 
been a regnlar member of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church one year, immediately preceding 
his nomination. If a trustee ceases to be a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, his 
office as trustee immediately expires. No true- 
tee, however, can be ejected from office while he 
is in joint security for money, unless such relief 
be given him as ia demanded, or the creditor 
will accept. 

i. The great and paramount duty of trustees 
of religious coi^orationa ia to see that the tem- 
poralities committed to their charge are fully 
and fairly devoted to the purposes which the 
founders had in view in creating the trust. All 
their authority is necessarily subordinate to this 
end, and all exercise of it beyond the le^limate 
attaimnent of this end is usurpation. 

As the deed of settlement secures the use of 
the pulpit, " to preach and expound God's holy 
word therein," to such ministers and preachers of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church as the General 
Conference shall duly anthoiize, if the trustees 
should refuse to receive them, and shut the 
doois of the chnrcli against them, the court 
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would issue a peremptory mandamus command- 
ing ttem to admit the preacher thus appointed 
into the church. 

It is no valid excuse for the trustees to say 
that a majority of the members of tiie Church 
■ direct them to close the doors, and sustain them 
in the act. " They are not chosen to represent 
that majority, but rather to execute the trust of 
carrying out the intention of those from whose 
benevolence flow the temporalities put in their 
charge. If such an excuse will ever be availa- 
ble, where will it stop? What shall set bounds 
to its encroacliment ? They from whose benev- 
olence has arisen some pious foundation, or some 
noble charity, may have passed from the stage 
of life, leaving behind them some such monument 
of their love for God and man, in the confident 
expectation that the trust they have confided to 
posterity will be faithfully execiit«d. Upon 
what principle can it be justified, that tliey wlio 
now live to enjoy the fruits of the charity of the 
dead should be pennitted, at their caprice, to 
control, and perhaps divert from its original 
purpose, the endowment which owes none of 
its support to them? No such principle is 
known in law or morals." — 3 Barbour, pp. 
41 i, 415. 
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5. The trustees of an incorporated religious 
society are, virtute officii, entitled to the posses- 
sion of all the temporalities of the society, and 
are 'considered as lawfully seized of the grounds 
and buildings of the Church ; and hence, if the 
trusteea should close the doors of the church 
against the minister and congregation, they have 
no right to make a forcible entry into the church. 
Xho merit or demerit of the trustees in closing 
the doors of the church cannot be taken into 
consideration in thin case. If the trustees have 
violated their trust, the society has ample reme- 
dy ; but this remedy does not consist in a forcible 
entiy upon their possessions. While the trustees 
are in actual possession, the civil authority is 
bound to protect theni against the unlawful and 
irregular intrusion of any persons, whether 
members ofthe Church or strangers. The trustees 
are responsible for the faithful discharge of their 
trust, not to a violent moh, but to the society, 
in a legal manner, whose interests they serve. 
(Eef. 9 Johnson, 1S6.) 

6. A church is erected for tiio public worship 
of G!od, and the moral and religious instruction 
of the people ; and the trustees have no authori- 
ty to make use of the church, at siich intervals 
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as it is not occupied by tlie pastor, for purposes 
at variance with the object for which it was 
erected, 

Y. Trustees can legally protect the church 
property against all lawless violence and injury, 
even if the society has never been legally incor- 
porated, and may maintain an actjon against 
tlie trespasser for the injury -which is dono. 
(Eef. 9 Wendan, 414.) 

8. "Where the ofBceiB of a rehgious corpora- 
tion are required by their charter to be annvially 
elected, they would, probably,, be allowed to 
exercise their ofBce after the expiration of the 
year, provided an election had not taken place 
to fill the vacancy. This case is provided for in 
some of the states by express statutes, and such 
has been the general ruling of the courts. 

9, Tlie power of trustees in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church seems to be restricted to the 
holding of real estate, and such personal prop- 
erty as has been raised or acquired for the bene- 
fit alone of the temporalities of the Church. 
They may take up 'subscriptions and eollectiona 
for the purpose of creating Church property, 
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for the payment of debts previously contracted, 
and for repairing and improving the real estate 
of the society ; but they have no authority to 
forbid the stewards raising voluntary contribu- 
tions for the support of the gospel, and the va- 
rious benevolent institutions of the Church, nor 
can they claim that the funds raised for these 
purposes, either in the classes or in the public 
congregation, shall be deposited in their hands. 
Oar economy requires that these funds shall be 
■disbursed by the stewards, and the trustees can- 
not exercise their powers in such a manner as to 
defeat the very purposes of their creation, 
(Bangs's His. M. E. Ohurcli, vol. iv, pp. 175-181.) 

10. The board of trustees are responsible to 
the quarterly conference of the circuit or sta- 
tion, and are required to present a report, annu- 
ally, of their acts dnring the preceding year; 
hence the quarterly conference must see that 
all vacancies in the board of trust are duly filled, 
and that the corporation do^ not in any in- 
stance transcend its powers, or fail to discharge 
the obligations of its trust. In case it is neeos- 
sary to take any legal steps to check the action 
of the trustees, the quarterly conference is the 
proper body to give instruction npon this Rubject. 
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11. OorpomtJons created for a specific ■object 
have no power te take and bold real estate for 
purposes wholly foreign to that object. (3 Pick- 
ering, 232-240.) 

SEonoN m—Fms. 

1. We do not propose in this section to con- 
sider the question of the propriety of tuilding 
churches with pews ; but as such churches exist 
among us it is a practical question, What is the 
nature of the claim which a pow-holder possesses 
to a pew in a house of worship ? 

The society, or their representatives, the 
tmstces, own the fee of the land on which the 
house is erected. By a grant of a pew, the 
grantee acquires only a quaUfied usufructuary 
right. lie can claim no interest in the soil be- 
neath bis pew, nor in the space above it, nor an 
absolute claim to any part of the building itself. 
The society can control the soil, can construct a 
gaUery and pews above him, and prevent the 
pew-holder from removing the material of bis 
pew from the house. The right of the pew- 
owner is limited as to time. If the house be 
burned, or destroyed by time, the right is lost. 
The grant of a pew does not bind the society to 
provide for the maintenance of public worship 
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in tbo mcetmg-honse ; bnt they n 
at pleasure. It is the opinion, also, of able 
JTiriats that the rights of a pew-owner are sub- 
ject to the right of the society to remove the 
house to STicb a location as will best accommo- 
date the whole congregation. In this ease the 
value of the property' is- not diminished, but 
rather enhanced by the more commodious loca- 
tion of the house. But the pew-owner does 
aecLuirethe exclusive right to occupy his pew 
when the house is opened for public religious 
worship. He may exclude all other persons 
from his pew, by fastening the pew door, pro- 
vided he does not annoy those who occupy other 
pews in the house ; and if a person enters a 
pew, when he knows that the owner forbids any 
such entry, he becomes a trespasser, and liable 
to an action for such entry. (See lY Mass. Kep., 
435 ; 1 Pickering, 102 ; 2i Pickering, 34Y ; i 
N. H. Eep., 181, 182; 3 Washburn, 266, STT; 
6 Metcalf, 12T; 5 Cowen, 496 ; 19 Pick., 861.) 

S. "When a meeting-honse is conveyed to 
trustees for the use of a certain Church or soci- 
ety for a place of worship, and for no other use, 
intent, or j^urpose whatsoever, and in the deeds 
of the pews to individuals the provisions of the 
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conveyance of the liouse are referred to and 
recognised, the pew-owner has a right, prohably, 
to the occupancy of hia pew wheneyer the house 
is publicly opened, though it is opened for pur- 
poses different from those mentioned in the con- 
veyance ; nor can' the trustees expel him from 
hia pew on any public occasion. " It is the 
practice," however, as Judge Shaw remarks, 
" for religious societies to lend the use of their 
houses to various societies and philanthropic 
associations, to bold meefn^s foi ■\irious pui 
poses, and upon such occihirns it his been usuil 
for the body or a^ociation to wh m the hou**!, 
is lent, to control the use of the pew without 
regard to particular owners Poihaps loins of 
the use of houses of worship mai be it-BoIved 
into a mere practice of courtesy on the pait of 
religious societies, and f voluntary acquiescence 
on the part of pew-owners, not affecting the 
legal rights of either." — 5 Metoalf, 133. 

3. No pew-owner has a right to use his pew 
for any purpose incompatible with the purpose 
for which the house was erected; and if he 
should put any offensive covering over his pew, 
the trustees have a right to remove it; but if, 
in removing it, they should do any unnece^ary 



iin=r.dh, Google 



19a OhTJRCH PROPBETY, [Chap. VI, 

injury to tlie pew, they would become liable to 
an action for trespass. (5 Metcalf, 127.) 

4. "When a hoTise of woraMp is taken down 
as a matter of necessity, beeauae it has become 
ruinous, and wholly unfit for the purposes for 
which it was erected, the trustees are not liable 
to make any compensation to the pew owners, 
but naay take the avails of the materials of 
which the house was constructed for tlie purpose 
of erecting another house in its place ; but if 
the house is taken down to render it more con- 
yenient and tasteful, or if in rebuilding the pews 
are destroyed for a useful piu'pose, an indemnity 
must probably be made to the pew-owner. {Ref. 
3 Washburn, 266 ; 19 Pickering, 361 ; IT ilass. 
Eep., 435.) 

If, however, the trustees, after having taken 
all legal steps, should remove a pew, and make 
a tender to the owner of the value of his 
pew, his action would be barred for damages. 
m Pickering, 347.) 

5. The interest of a person in a pew in a 
house of worship, altiiough limited and qualified, 
yet is of such a character that a contract for a 
pew, for a period extending beyond one year, 
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would probably be void unless reduced to wri- 
ting. (16 WoudaU, 28.) 

6. Pews are regarded in some states as real 
ratate, in othere as personal. In New-Hamp- 
shire they are deemed personal property, and 
may be attached by leaving an attested copy of 
the writ, and of tho officer's return thereon, 
with the town clerk of the town in which euch 
meeting-house is, provided the debtor's interest 
in one pew, in any meeting-houee in which he 
or his family usually worship, shall be exempt 
from attachment. {R. S., chap. 18i.) 

7. Houses of worship, pews, and their furni- 
ture, are exempt from taxation in nearly all the 
states of the Union, 

8. Selling pews at auction. The auctioneer, 
though a trustee, is the agent for both parties, — 
■for the purchaser, as explicitly as for the trustees. 
The bidder announces his bid for the purpose 
that the auctioneer may write hia name against 
the pew to be sold ; and when the entry is made 
the contract is signed by an agent for the pur- 
chaser, which renders it legally binding. But 
the memorandum of the sale must be perfect : 
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the couditions must be specified, and all the 
papers must be attached together. The mere 
wi-iting of the name of the purchaser on the 
groimd plan of the pews, with the amount which 
is bid, is not sufficient. (16 "Wendall, 38.) 

9. Form of deed. In a quit-claim deed, of 
ordinary form, insert the following description : 

"The pew or seat in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in the said L ■ , which is numbered 
■- — -, with all the privileges and appurtenances, 
eistate, right, title, interest, and property of as, 
or of either of us, whatsoever, as trustees for 
and in behalf of the said Methodist Episcopal 
society : reserving to the said Methodist Episco- 
pal society the sole use of the said church as a 
place of religious worship, according to the rules 
and discipline which from time to time may be 
agreed upon at their General Conferences ; and 
also reserving to the said Methodist Episcopal 
society the sole use of the said pew during the 
holding of love-feaste, class-meetings, and such 
special Church meetings as the duly-authorized 
ministers of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
shall appoint ; and also reserving unto the said 
Methodist Episcopal society the right to levy a 
proportionate tax upon said pew for the necessary 
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repairs and insurance of the house." Signed, 
sealed, witnessed, and acknowledged in due 
form. 

Section IV, — Subscription Pa^&rs. 

1. IN'o particular form is required to render a 
subscription legal. The object and conditions 
of the subscription should be clearly and ex- 
plicitly stated, and it should be made payable to 
a body . competent to contract, A pecuniary 
consideration need not be mentioned to render 
the subscription yalid : there should be impKed 
mutual promises. The expending of money, or 
the undertaMng by one party to accomplish an 
object which both desire, is a legal consideration 
for the promise of the other. Snbscriptiona for 
the purchase or improvement of real estate should 
be made payable to the board of trustees, when 
such trustees exist. 

2. When a person, by a voluntaiy subscrip- 
tion, promisee to pay in labour or materials, at 
his option, during another season, for the erection 
of a public building, and who can be presumed 
to know that the building is being erected, a 
demand on him for the labour or materials, pre- 
vious to the completion of the house, is not 
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A demand made after the iDuilding 
is finished is sufficient, if the payee is willing to 
receive anch pay at the place where the building 
is erected, or at any other place equally con- 
venient for the proniiser. If the promisor, ui 
Buch a ease, -wishes to free himself from Ms obli- 
gation, lie must make an offer of payment to the 
committee appointed to erect said bnilding, or 
to the person or persons to whom his subscrip- 
tion has been assigned. (Eef. 2 Yt. Eeports,-48.) 

3. When a conditional subscription is drawn, 
it should be so expressed that the corporation 
should virtually be req^uested by the promisor to 
perform certain acts, or fulfil certain conditions. 
Instead of saying that the amount subscribed is 
not to be paid until $50,000 are subscribed, it 
should read. Provided the corporation should 
procure subscriptions to the amount of $50,000, 
and should afterward invest the money in 
a particular mode. (Ref. 1 Comstock, pp. 
581-585.) 

4. fictitious subscriptions, obtained for the 
purpose of inducing others to subscribe more 
largely, render void those subscriptions which 
follow them. (1 Vt. Eep., 189-313.) 
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6. When an autliorized agent makra a deduc- 
tion in collecting a subscription to a person to 
whom he thinta it is entitled, it does not invali- 
date the other suhseriptions. (Id.) 

6. If the purpose for which tho subscription 
was raised was never attempted in any manner 
to be executed, the promiser would not be obli- 
gated to pay his subscription. 
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CHAPTER VIL 
MINI8TERIA1 SUPPORT. 



Section I. — A 

1. The salaries of ministers are fixed by 
representatives of tlie people whom they serve. 

The following schedule will show the maxi- 
mum annual amount allowed to the preacher and 
his family : — 
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t Tha e^ni& as cblldren of living prencherB, accordlnii Lo tbcir iigc, 

2. The following plan waa adopted by the 
General Conference of 1860 for the snpport of 
onr ministry, and the widows and children of 
deceased ministei-a : 

"Question. What provision shall be made for 
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tlie support of our bisiiops and other minisiere 
and preaehei-3, and the widows and cbildren of 
deceased ministers ? 

"Answef 1. It shall be the duty of each an- 
nual conference within whose bonnda a bishop, 
or the widow or child of a deceased bishop may 
reside, to appoint a committee, whose duty it 
shaR bo to make an estimate of the amount 
necessary to furnish a comfortable support to 
such bishop, considering the number and con- 
dition of his family, and the amount necessary 
to assist such widow or child in obtaining a com- 
fortable support, which estimates shall be subject 
to the action of the conference, and the bishops 
are authorized to draw on the funds of the Boob 
Concern for said amount allowed them, and also 
for the amount of their travelling expenses. 
The bishop presiding at an annual conference, 
where an estimate is made for the widow or 
orphan of a deceased bishop, shall be authorized 
to draw on the Book Concern for such amount. 

"Answer 2. There shall be annually, in every 
district, a meeting composed of one steward 
from each circuit and station, to be selected by 
the quarterly conference, whose duty it shall be, 
with the advice of the presiding elder, (who 
shall preside at such meeting,) to mate an esti- 
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mate of the amount neceseary to furnish a com- 
fortable support to the presiding elder, and to 
apportion the same, including house rent and 
travelling expenses, among the different circuits 
and stations in the district, according to tlieir 
several ability; and in all cases the presiding 
elder shall share with the preachers in his dis- 
trict in proportion with what they have respect- 
ively received ; but if there be a surplus of 
money raised for the support of the preach- 
ers in one or more of the circuits or stations 
in his district, he shall receive such surplus, 
provided he do not receive more than his allow- 
ance. (Disc. p. 101.) 

"Answer 3. It shall be the duty of the quar- 
terly conference of each circuit and station, at 
the session immediately preceding the annual 
conference, to appoint an estimating commiftee, 
consisting of three or more membera of the 
Church, who shall, after conferring with the 
preachers, make an estimate of the amount 
necessary to furnish a comfortable support to 
the preacher or preachers stationed among them, 
taking into consideration the number and con- 
dition of the family or families of such preacher 
or preachers, which estimate shall be subject to 
the action of the quarterly conference, and the 
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stewards shall provide ty such methods as tliey 
may judge best to moot such amount. The trav- 
elling and moving espenees of the preachers shall 
not he reckoned as a part of the estimate, hut 
paid hy the stewards separately." — Dug. p. 55. 

3. It is the diity of each preacher having the 
charge of a society to make a yearly collection 
in eveiy congregation of his charge ; and the 
money so collected must he foi^warded to the 
ensuing annual conference for appropriation. 
This collection is usually denominated ^q fifth 
GolleGtion: the weekly collections are applied 
for the support of the preachers stationed on the 
circuit or station. The fifth collection, and the 
annual produce of the Chartered Fund and of the 
Book Concern, are appropriated to the making 
up of the allowances of the effective and super- 
annuated preachers, and of the widows and 
children of deceased preaehei-s. 

4. The Chai-tered Fund was established in 
17Y6, and was designed to relieve the distresses 
and supply the deficiencies of the itinerant and 
superannuated ministers and pi-eachers of the 
Hethodist Episcopal Church, in the United 
States of America, who I'omain in connection 
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with, and continue subject to tha order and 
control of, the General Conference, and also 
for the relief of the wives and children, widows 
and orphans, of such preachers. The amount 
of the invested funds, aa reported in 1860, is 
$23,294, and its annual produce is about $1,300. 
This income is divided equally among the sev- 
eral annual conferences. 

5. There is no specific rule which determines 
what shall constitute travelling expenses. This 
matter is very wisely left for the stewards and 
preacher to arrange, subject to a reference to 
the quarterly conference. 

6. The travelling expenses of edi-tors appointed 
by the General Conference include those ex- 
penses only which ai'e incurred by moving to 
the place of their appointment, and in going to 
and returning from the annual sessions of the 
conferences of which they are members. (Tiec. 
Gen. Conf., 1848, pp. 112, 113.) 

7. The rule authorizing the appointment of 
an estimating committee was formed by tho 
General Conference of 1816. This committee 
must be composed of members of the Church : 
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but the mle does not recLuire that they should 
he memhere of the quarterly conference. 

It is required that this committee be ap- 
pointed at the last quarterly conference in each 
ecclesiastical year, that they may he prepared to 
present their report to thd first quarterly con- 
ference in the conference year. 

The report of the estimating committee is 
subject to the action of the quarterly conference, 
and hence they may increase or diminish the 
estimated amount. 

In making their estimate the committee are 
not to take into the account the pecuniary abil- 
ity of the society, or the probability whether a 
given amount can be raised for the object; but 
simply the question, What is a suitable amount 
to furnish a comfortable support for the preacher 
or preachers stationed among them ? Every 
circumstance should be duly considered : the 
condition of the preacher's family, whether 
sickly or otherwise ; the state of the market, 
and the expenaiveness of the place where the 
preacher resides. The social position of the 
preacher should not be overlooked. He should 
be- enabled to live respectably among his con- 
gregation, and not be so reduced, by a stinted 
policy, that he who should not bo unmindful to 



iin=r.dh, Google 



204 MIU18TEEIAL SUPPORT. [Cliap. VII, 

entertain strangers be necessitated to turn away 
angels from his door. 



8. WheneTOi" any -claimant on the funds of a 
conference shall be in debt to the Boob Concern, 
the conference of which he is a member has 
power to appropriate tlie amount of such claim, 
or any part of it, to the payment of said debt. 
(Discipline.) 

9. It is general usage for the society to pay 
any expenses whicli may be incurred in sup- 
plying the pulpit OR the Sabbath in which the 
proachor is absent at the annual conference. 



10. When a preacher is absent from his 
charge, in obedience to the authority of the 
Church, as delegate to the General Conference, 
member of the General Mission Committee, &g., 
he ia entitled to his full salary as a regular pastor. 

11. When an effective preacher, by tlie ap- 
pointment of the biahop and the recommenda- 
tion of an annual conference, sorres a corporation 
as professor, agent of the American Bible Society, 
&c,, it is understood that he has made a specific 
stipulation in regard to his support, and that ho 
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thereby releases hia claim, while employed in 
such service, on the conference funds. 

12. "When a member of an annual confer- 
ence is accused of crime in tlie interval of his 
conference sessions, and ia suspended by a 
committee and subsequently convicted by his 
conference, and expelled, his claim upon the 
funds of the Conference shall cease from the 
time of his suspension." — Q-en. Oonf. Jov/r., 
1860, p. 803. 

A, violation of covenant vows works a for- 
ffeiture of all diseiphnary claims, 

13. The claim of a widow of a travelling 
preacher on the funds of conference does not 
depend upon her Christian character, or her 
connection with theMethodistEpiscopal Church; 
hut if she man-ies she ceases to be a claimant. 



14. The British Wesloyan Connexion have a 
specific rule that those preachers who marry 
■widows having issue by their former husbands, 
shall have no assistance, either from the pubhe 
funds or from the circuits in which they labour, 
for the children of the former mai'riago. Such 
is the usage among us. But a child legally 
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adopted by a preacher Js a diaciplinary claimaiit 
upon the funds of the conference. 

Section II, — Stewards. 

1. The following is Mr. Wesley's account of 
the origin of stewards : " In a few days some of 
them said, ' Sir, we will not sit under you for 
nothing; we will subscribe q^uarterly.' I said, 
'I will have notliiug, for I want nothing. IMy 
fellowship supplies me with all I want.' One 
replied, 'iKay, but you want a hundred and fif- 
teen pounds to pay for the lease of the Pound- 
ery, and likewise a lai'ge sum of money to put 
it into repair.' On this eonsideratiou I suffered 
them to subscribe. And when the society met 
I asked, ' Who will take the trouble of receiving 
this money, and paying it where it is needftil?' 
One said, ' I will do it, and keep the account for 
you.' So bore was the first steward. After- 
ward I desired one or two more to help me as 
stewards, and in process of time a greater 
number." 

2. "The business of stewards," says Mr. 
Wesley, in his usual laconic style, "is,— 

a. "To manage the temporal things of the 
society. 
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5. "To receive the subacriptiona and contri- 
butions. 

c. "To expend what is needful, from, time to 
time. 

d. "To send relief to the poor. 

e. " To keep an exact account of all receipts 
and expenses. 

J^. "To inform the minister if any of the rules 
of the society are not punctually observed, 

■ ff. " To tell the preachers in love, if they think 
anything amiss either in their doctrine or life. 

" Tiie rules of stewards are : 

a. "Be frugal. Save everything that can be 
saved honestly. 

5. "Spend no more than you receive. Con- 
tract no debts. 

e. "Have no long accounts. Pay everything 
within the week, or as soon as possible. 

d. "Give none that asks relief either an ill 
word or an ill look. Do not hur-t if yon cannot 
help them. 

e. "Expect no thanks from man." — Wedey^s 
Works, vol. V, p. 185. 

The duties of stewards ai-e nuraerona and re- 
sponsible. They relate, in part, to tlie effective 
operations of the pastorate, and in part to the 
pecuniary arrangements of the circuit. Though 
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stewards may have but little to do in determin- 
ing the estimated amount to be raised, yet the 
amount which is actually paid for the support 
of the pastor depends almost exclusively upon 
their efforts. Stewards are ordinarily the typea 
of the pecuniary character of the societies which 
they represent. "Where energetic and effective 
stewards are employed, poverty will vie with 
wealth, and comparatively small and feeble 
societies will amply sustain the institutions of 
the Church. 

Stewards should endeavor to induce all the 
members of the Church to contribute statedly to 
every benevolent entorprisCj as a matter of re- 
ligious principle. Spasmodic efforts to raise an 
unusual amount for any institution, or for some 
admired preacher, are always attended with 
disastrous reaction, and greatly embarrass all 
financial arrangements. The amount which is 
paid ought never to be graduated by the popu- 
larity of the preacher, but by the condition of 
the CJiureh, and the ability with which God has 
blessed it. 

Stewards should endeavour to raise the 
preacher's claim by quai-terly instalments. This 
plan can be executed in most places, and can be 
at least partially executed in all. The expenses 
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i}i tlie preaelier in moving upon the circuit 
should be paid to him on his arrival at hia 
charge. This amount has actually been paid by 
the preacher in advance, in Ins efforts to servo 
them; and justice demands that actual expendi- 
tures for their benefit shoiild immediately be 
met. Promptitude under such circumstances is 
appreciated far beyond the intrinsic value of the 
ofE'eriog made: it furnishes an immistakable 
welcome to the preacher, and a cordiality most 
^■atifying to his heart. 

Stewards should see that every gubseription is 
collected when it becomes payable. It ia of no 
avail to raise subscriptions unless prompt and 
systematic efforts are made for their collection. 

Every regular attendant on the miniatiy of 
the word should be solicited, in a proper man- 
ner, to aid in the supportof the gospel. None 
will be offended who are approached with 
Christian courtesy ; and the privileges wbieli 
their own money helps to secure will be moro 
highly prized by them. 

The steward should remember that if ho fail 
to discharge his duties, the cause of God will in- 
evitably srtffer. No other member of the Church 
feela at liberty to act in his capacity witiiout ap- 
pointment; and unless the finances of the Church 
14 
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are properly managed, tiie ministry niiist be em- 
barrassed, or retire from their work. 

3. The preacher in charge, previous to 1812, 
had the power to appoint stewards. Since that 
time he has possessed only the right of noimma- 
lion, — the power of appointment being vested 
in the quarterly conference. 

4. Stewards hold their offlco for one year, hut 
may be reappointed from year to year. They 
are responsible to the quarterly conference for 
the faithful discharge of their official duties ; 
and the quarterly conference may dismiss or 
change them at pleasure, without preferring any 
formal charge. 

6. Since the year 1820,- one of the stewards 
has been specifically appointed a recording 
steward. This office, however, does not consti- 
tute him, m offwio, the secretary of the quarterly 
conference. His duties require him to register 
tlie marriages and baptisms, and to record tho 
doings of the quarterly conference, and the 8ab- 
bath-schooi quarterly reports. In other respects 
the prcj-ogatives and duties of recording stew- 
ards are the same as those of other stewards. 
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6. A preacher in charge has no i-ight to ac- 
cept the resignation of a steward, and declare 
tlio office vacant. The quarterly conference, 
which confers the office, can alone accept of the 
resignation. 

7. "When two circuita or stations, each hav- 
ing seven stewards, are united in one pastoral 
charge, such reorganization displaces all the 
stewai-ds, and a new board must be organized, 
according to Discipline. 
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OHAPTEE Vin. 
BULES OF ORDER. 

1. — Pa/rUmrhentary Bules. 
EviJET pastor will frequently be called to pre- 
side over the deliberations of others, and hence 
should be well versed in all that relates to the 
correct and orderly management of deliberative 
bodies. 

The preacher in charge, by virtue of hie office, 
is the presiding officer in leaders' meetings, in 
the meetings of each boards of trustees as are 
appointed according to Discipline, in quarterly 
conferences, in the absence of the presiding 
elder, in the arbitration and trial of members, in 
tlie missionary committees, and in the committee 
of local preachoi's, called to investigate the case 
of an accused local preacher. 



It frequently happens that a temporary organ- 
ization is necessary. In such cases, some person 
of age, or distinction, should rise and call the 
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meeting to order, annocrieing the arrival of the 
time of the mooting, and suggesting an organi- 
zation, by the appointment of a chairman before 
proceeding to buainess. The same person should 
act until a chairman is selected. Some four or 
five persons may he nominated as chairman. 
The question should not be put until every 
nomination that is desired is made. The names 
of the nominees should then be announced, in 
the order in which the nominations were made, 
and the question submitted to the assembly. 
"Wlien a majority of votes is given for any 
candidate, he should be declared president _^o 
t&m., and invited to tlie chair, without voting 
upon the other names. 

The president pro Um., having taken the 
chair, should conduct the religious services of 
the occasion, or call upon some competent person 
to do so. 

Atler prayer, a secretary pro tern, should bo 
appointed. If several secretaries are appointed, 
the one first named is the principal officer. 

In all deliberative representative assembhes it 
is necessary to ascertain who are properly mem- 
bei-s. This should be done, by general consent, 
either before or after the permanent organization, 
and before proceeding to any other business. 
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This may be done by the secretary, who may 
receive the credentials and record the names of 
members, or by a committee appointed for this 
purpose. 

In case the seat of a member is contested, ho 
Bhould be heard in hia own defence, and then 
retire until the case is determined. The other 
members, who are legally appointed, form a 
com-t to determine the question of all contested 
elections, unless thoy refer it to a committee. 



This is usually done in one of two ways. 
First, by raising a committee to jiominate a full 
board of oificers for the association, and pro- 
ceeding to ballot, or to confirm the nomination 
by vote ; or, secondly, by promiscuously nomin- 
ating the different ofBcers vwa voce, and then 
balloting or confirming by hand-vote, 

4. — Presidifig Off^er. 

The duties of a presiding of&cer are the fol- 
lowing ;— 

To call the members to order at the appointed 
time. 

To conduct the religious services. 

To direct the roll to be called at the opening 
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of each s^sion, unless otherwise ordered, and 
the records of the previous meeting to he read. 

To amiounee the order of huainess, if any 
manifesto has been put forth respecting it. 

To receive all messages and communications, 
and announce them to the meeting. 

To put to vote all questions which are regu- 
larly submitted, or necessarily arise in the 
course of the proceedings, and declare the result. 

To see that the laws of debate, and due order 
and decorum, are observed by the members. 

To decide all questions of order. 

To authenticate, by his signature, all the acts 
and proceedings of the assembly. 

To appoint committees, when directed in a 
particular case, or when a standing rule re- 
quires it ; and, in general, to obey implicitly its 
commands. 

The chairman ought to give direct and serious 
attention to each individual while speaking, and 
to hold no conversation with any one at the time. 

The utmost impartiality should be observed. 
Minorities and opponents should have their in-' 
terests as jealously guarded as those of the 
majority, or of most intimate friends. 

When lihe president withdraws from the chair, 
the vice-president should take his place. If 
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there be no vice-prraident, custom allows the 
president to appoint a chairman during his 
temporary ahsence. 

If, in the absence of the president, it becomes 
necessary to choose a president pro tem., it ia 
the duty of the secretary to conduct the pro- 



In large assemblies, the presiding officer may 
read sUtmg, but shoidd rise to state a motion or 
put a question. 



The general duties of the recording officer of 
a deliberative body are the following : — 

To keep a correct record of the proceedings 
of the assembly. 

To read all papers which may be ordered to 
be read. 

To notify the chairman of each committee of 
his appointment, giving him a list of his col- 
leagues, and stating the business referred to them. 

To authenticate, by his signature, all the acts 
of the assembly. 

To preserve all the papers and docnments of 
the assembly, and allow none to be taken from 
his table witJiout a formal leave of the assembly. 

The secretary, if a member of tlie body, is not 
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deprived of tlie privilege of taking part in the 
doliberationa of the meeting. 

The secretary should stand while reading or 
calling the roll of the assembly. 

He should write a clear, legible hand ; and all 
items of business, for the salte of easy referencej 
shotdd be recorded in separate paragraphs. 

The peculiar duties of the secretary of an an- 
nual conference are the following : — 

a. To aid the president in the organization of 
the conference by reading the roll of the mem- 
bers at the opening of each annual session. This 
is usnally done by tlie eecretaiy of the previous 



b. To famish the bishop with answers to 
questions 12th, 13th, and 14th, of the busi- 
ness of conference, (Discipline, pai't ii, ch. i, 
sec. iii,) for the general Minutes. 

c. To conntersign all drafts upon the Book 
Concern and Chartered Fund. 

The journals of the annual conferences are 
subject to the inspection of the General Confer- 
ence, and should be executed in the best man- 
ner, as it regards penmanship, arrangement, and 
mode of reference. The heading of every page 
should give the date ; and the margin, refci'enecg 
to all the transactions recorded. 
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6. — Meiyih&rs. 

All members liave an equal right to submit 
propositions to the assembly, and to explain and 
recommend them in discussion. 

1^0 member should he interrupted when 
speaking, except by the president, to call him 
to order when he departs from the question, 
uses personalities or disrespectful language ; but 
any member may call the attention of the presi- 
dent to the subject when he deems a speaker 
out of order: and any member may explain, 
if he thinks himself misrepresented. 

A member who -violates the rvdes of decorum 
may be named by the president, — that is, the 
president may declare that such a member, 
calling hira by name, is guilty of certain im- 
proper conduct. The member thus accused is 
entitled to be heard in his own defence, and 
must then withdraw. 

The only punishments which a deliberative 
body can inflict are reprimanding, prohibition 
to speak or vote for a specified time, and ex- 
pulsion. It may require the offender to ask 
pardon, on pain of expulsion. 

Any member wlio desires to speak must re- 
epectfully address the chair. 
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If two members address the president nearly 
at tlie same time, he shonld give the floor to the 
one whose voice he first heard. If the decision 
of the president is not satisfactory to any mem- 
ber, the opinion of the assembly may be taken 
on it, 



" r.—M 

When a motion has been made and seconded, 
the presiding officer muat state it to the assem- 
bly before it is in their possession. 

No speech shoiald be made without a motion, 
nor after a motion is submitted, until it ia 
seconded, and stated by the president. 

AU motions or resolutions, introduced by any 
member, must be reduced to writing, if the 
president, secretary, or any two members re- 
quest it. 

According to the ndes of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and those of the General Conference, 
any motion or resolution may be withdrawn by 
the mover, at any time, before decision or 
amendment, 

No new motion or resolution can be made 
until the one under consideration is disposed of; 
■which may be done by adoption or rejection, 
unless one of the. following motions should 
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intervene, which motions must have precedence 
in the order iu which they are placed, namely, 
adjournment, indefinite postponement, laying on 
the tahle, reference to a committee, postpone- 
ment to a given time, amendment, or a sub- 
stitute. 

All motions should be put in an affirmative 
and not in a negative form. 



If a motion has been indefinitely postponed, it 
cannot be called up or resumed during that ses- 
sion. If a negative decision has been given, it 
has no effect whatever on the final disposal of 
the question. 

9. — Laying on the Table. 
This motion is proper when the assembly 
■wish for more information upon the subject. 
If decided in the affirmative, the principal mo- 
tion, and all subsidiary questions connected with 
it, are removed from before the assembly until 
thoy arc taken up again, which may be done at 
any time, at the pleasure of the assembly. If 
they are not taken up^ it is equivalent to an in- 
definite postponement. 
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10.—, 

When a proposition is regarded with favour, 
and some modifications are desired, it is usual to 
refer it to a committee, — -to the standing com- 
mittee, if one has been raised on that subject; 
otherwise, to a select committee. 

If it is suggested to. refer it both to a standing 
and to a select committee, the question should 
be first put in reference to the standing com- 
mittee. A portion only of a subject may be 
refeiTed, and different portions may be referred 
to different committees. 

If a committee make a report, and the as- 
sembly wish for certain alterations or amend- 
ments, they may reGormnit the report. 

If a subject is referred with instructions, those 
instructions, of course, must bo obeyed. 

11. — Difvision of a Question. 
When a proposition conhi&ts of two or more 
parts, so independent and distmcfc that if jne be 
talcen away the others wiU rom'im enbre, and it 
is supposed that the assembly may appi jvo of 
some but not of all the parti, it is fiequently 
more desirable to resolve it into its elementary 
parts than to attempt to modify it by amendments 
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Where a deliberative body baa adopted no 
role providing for the division of complicated 
questions, no division sliould take place without 
a definite motion to divide, unless a unanimous 
consent is given, 

13. — Joining Blanks. 

"When blanks are left for the assembly to fill, 
the proposition to fill is not an amendment, but 
an original motion. 

In filling blanks where different numbers are 
named, the question should bo put first on the 
la/rgest sum and ths longest Ume. 

1 3 . — A inendrmnts. 

The mover may modify or accept of an 
amendment when it is made, before it has 
been stated to the assembly by the chairman. 
In this case, it becomes a part of the original 
motion. In all other cases it must be put as a 
regular amendment. 

Rules respecting Amendments.—Ameudmenta 
may be made in three ways, — -by striking out 
certain words, or by inserting certain words, 
or by striking out some and inserting other 
words. 

1. "Wlieii a proposition consists of several 
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sentences or resolutions, it should be taken up in 
order, and each paragraph amended according 
to the pleasure of the assembly : and when it is 
thus passed through, it ia not deemed orderly to 
introduce now amendments into the first part of 
the proposition. 

2. Eyery amendment may bo amended ; but 
it can go no further. There cannot be an amend- 
ment to an amendment of an amendment. The 
quohtion ohould first be put on the last amend- 
ment, and proceed in that order. 

3. "Wbatever is agreed to by the assembly, on 
a vote, either adopting or rejecting a proposed 
amendment, cannot afterward be altered or 
amended. 

4. The converse of the above rule is true. 
Whatever is disagreed to by the a^embly, on a 
vote, cannot afterward be moved again. 

StfiM/ng out.- — If an amendment to strike out 
is rejected, it cannot be moved again to strike 
out the same words, or a part of them ; but it 
may be moved to strike out the same words, or 
a part of them, with other words. But if the 
amendment to strike out is agreed to, it cannot 
afterwai'd be moved to insert the same words, or 
a part of them, unless it is proposed to insert 
other words in connexion with them. The samo 
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rule applies in reference to neerbng the Ban e 
words, or a part of them The motion to a en 1 
those relating to st k ng out an 1 nsert g aj 
pHea as in other cases of amen Iment 

Striking out and % ^ert ng — It the m t n & 
divided, the questi n s first to be tal en on 
striking out ; and if that s dec de 1 n the ifiir n 
atiye, then on insert n^, h t t tl e for ne s 
decided in the negit ye the latter of cour 
falls. 

if the motion to bt ko out an 1 nsc t a p t 
undivided, and dec le 1 n the nog t ve the 
same motion cannot ^ga n be ene ved B t t 
may be moved to st ke out ^ 1 

1. Insert nothing or 

2. Insert other words ; or, 

3. Insert the same, with other words ; or, 

4. Insert a part of tlie same words with 
others; or, 

5. Strike out tlie same words with others, and 
insert the same ; or, 

6. Strike ont a part of the same words with 
others, and insert the same ; or, 

7. Strike out other words, and insert the 
same; or, 

8. Insert the same words without strildng out 
anything. (lief Cusliing's Manual.) 



iin=r.dh, Google 



Cliap.Vm.] KDLB8 OF OEDEE. 225 

On putting the question, first read the pas- 
sage proposed to be amended as it stands, then 
the words proposed to be struck out or inserted ; 
and, lasUj, the whole passage as it will stand if 
the amendment be adopted. 

Defeatvn^ a Propo^vtion. — Amendments may 
be made to a propositioD, whicli will not only 
modify the meaning, but convey a directly op- 
posite sense ; and often, in legislative bodies, 
bills are amended by Btriking out all after the 
enacting clause, and inserting a now biU ; and 
resolutions are amended by striking out all after 
the words "r^olved that," and inserting a prop- 
osition of an entirely different character. 

14. — PrmUeged QitesUons. 
Questions of this nature are of three kinds : 
1. Motions to adjonm. 2. Motions relating to 
the rights and privileges of the assembly, or of 
its members individiially. 3. Motions for tho 
orders of the day. 

\6.—Adjotvmment. 
A simple motion to adjourn cannot be amend- 
ed, but must be decided without debate. A mo- 
tion to adjouiTi to a particular day is debatable, 
and may be amended in regard to time. 
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"Amotion to adjourn is not in order, 1. When 
a member is speaking ; 2. "Wten a vote is being 
taken on any c[uestion; 3. A motion to adjourn 
being negatived, cannot be renewed until some 
otlier propOBition is made, or other business 
transacted." — Matthias's Manual, p. 73. 

An adjournment without day is eq^uivalent 
to a dissolution 

"When a question is mteiiuptel b} iljoum 
ment befort iny vote is taken upon it, it is 
thereby removed from the lesembly, and dies 
not stand before it at ifs next legulir stssion 
but must be brought foiwaid m the uiual Mi} 
But an adjourned special meeting is regarded 
as a contmuatim f a f imci meeting and the 
business should be le-jumed the simo I-, it no 
adjournment had taken place 

16. — Orders of the Da^. 

When the consideration of a subject has 
been assigned by the assembly to a certain 
day, it is caUod the order of the day. , 

If any other propoailion arise on the day 
assigned for the consideration of any subject, a 
motion for the order of the day wiU supersede 
such proposition, and must be first put and 
decided. 
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To entitle this motion to precedence, it must 
be for the orders of the day generally, if there is 
more than one, and not for any particular sub- 
ject; and the orders must be taken up in the 
order in which they stand. 

If a subject is assigned for any particular 
hour, the question to proceed to it is not a 
privileged one until the hour has arrived ; but 
if no hour is fixed, the order is for the entire 
day and every part of it. 

If the motion for the orders of the day pre- 
vails, the original question is removed from the 
consideration of the assembly, in the same man- 
ner as if it had been interrupted by an adjourn- 
ment. If the motion is decided in the negative, 
the orders of the day must be superseded until 
that subject is disposed of. 

The orders of the day, unless disposed of on 
the day assigned, fall, and must be renewed for 
some other day. 

17. — Incidental QuesUons, 
Such as questions of order, motions for the 
reading of papers, leave to withdraw a motion, 
suspension of a rule, and amendment of an 
amendment, must be decided before the ques- 
tions which gave rise to tliem. 
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18. — Questions of Order: 
It 18 tiie duty of the presiding officer to en- 
force the rules of the assembly ; and any mem- 
ber noticing a breach of the rule may call his 
attention to it, and insist upon the enforcement 
of it. 

When a question of order arises, all other 
business must be suspended until that point is 
setfled. The presiding officer must decide the 
point without debate. If the decision is not 
satisfactory, any member may appeal to the as- 
sembly. The question should then be stated: 
" Shall the decision of the chair stand as the 
decision of the assembly?" "When it is thus 
stated it is debatable, and the presiding offieer 
may participate in the debate, When a ques- 
tion has been put, and the decision announced, 
if any, member alleges that the question was 
not understood, the presiding ofBcer may recall 
his decision and put the question again. 



19. — Previous (, 

The design of the previous question is chiefly 
for suppressing debate, and taking immediate 
action on the main question. 

The question is put in this form : " Shall 
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the main question be now put?" If it is de- 
cided in the negative, the debate continues ; if 
in the afBrmative, the vote must be at once 
taken, in the form in which the question exists 
at the time. 

A previous question cannot be amended. By 
the rules of the House of Representatives, the 
previous question can only be admitted when 
demanded by a majority of the members pres- 
ent ; and if it is ordered, it brings the House to 
a direct vote upon a motion to commit, if such 
motion shall have been made ; and if this motion 
does not prevail, then upon araendmenia re 
ported by a committee, if any; then upon pend- 
ing amendments, and then upon the main ques- 
tion. It is not in order to move the previous 
question unleaa the assembly has adopted the 
rule "for its government. When the previous 
question is moved and seconded by the requisite 
number, aU further amendments and discussion 
mnst cease. The president rises and says, "Tlie 
previous question has been moved and second- 
ed,-— the question before the meeting is, ' Shall 
the main question be now put?'" If it is de- 
cided in the affirmative, the question should then 
be put, first on the amendments, and then on the 
m^n proposition. 
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30. — Ord&p of Proceeding. 

When the aeaembly does not prescribe any 
order of proceeding, the presiding officer may 
present any regular hnsineos according to his 
discretion. In an annual conference, the regu- 
lar diacipHnary questions are presented hy the 
hishop by disciplinary authority, and at his dis- 
cretion as to time and circumstances. 

In considering a proposition consisting of sev- 
eral paragraphs, the paper should first bo read 
entirely through by the secretary, then a second 
time by the presiding officer or secretary, pausing 
at the close of every paragraph, that amendments 
may be made if desired ; and when the whole 
paper has been gone through with, in this order, 
tiio final question should be put on agreeing to, 
or adopting, the whole paper as amended or un- 
amended. 

When there is a preamble, it should be con- 
sidered after the disposal of the resolutions or 
propositions under it. When a paper has been 
referred to a committee, and reported back with 
ts, these amendments must first be 
d of, unless amended, before other amond- 
nents are introduced. 

It is deemed an unparliamentary and abusive 
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proceeding to iiitrodace a propcsition, and, at 
tte same time, move the previous question. In 
encb cases it is recommended by Judge Oualiing 
to take no notice of the motion for the previous 
question. 

The presiding officer ie not presumed to enter 
into the debate ; but he is allowed to state mat- 
ters of fact within his knowledge, to inform the 
assemhly on points of order when called upon to 
do so, or when it is necessary to do so ; and on 
appeals from his decision on questions of order, 
he may address the assembly in debate. 

A member rising to address the a^embly must 
respectfully address himself to the president, and 
not proceed until his name is called by that ofttcer. 

When two or more members rise at nearly tho 
same time, the president must name the mem- 
ber who is first to speak. The person whcse 
voice is first heard is entitled to the floor. If 
the assembly is not satisfied with tlie decision of 
the chair, the question should be put first in refer- 
ence to the person named by the president ; and 
if it is decided in the negative, then upon the 
name of the person for whom the floor is elairaed 
in preference to him. 
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When a peraon gives way to another to speak, 
he really resigns the floor, and can retain it only 
by general consent, or the vote of the aesemhly. 

When the presiding officer rises to speak, any 
other member should be seated until he is first 
heard; but this does not authorize any presiding 
officer to inteiTupt a speaker unless he is out of 
order. 

Every member should confine himself directly 
to tlie subject of debate; bnt the presiding offi- 
cer should not generally interpose, unless the re- 
marks are manifestly irrelevant, 

When called to order for irrelevancy, the 
speaker may proceed, unless a motion prevail 
that he is out of order. And in this case, by 
usual parhamentary rules, he may proceed, if he 
abandons his objectionable course of remark; 
bnt by the rules of the House of Eepresentatives 
such speakers are not allowed to proceed, if any 
member objects, without leave of the Honse. 

No member should speak-jnore than once upon 
the same question without the permission of the 
assembly, unless it be to explain, although the 
debate on the question may be continued through 



Respectful attention should be paid to every 
speaker. 
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If a memter uses offensive and abusive lan- 
guage toward other members, he may be stopped 
by one or more rising for that purpose, or by the 
president; and the worcb objected to should be 
■written down by the secretary, that the offender 
may disclaim or apologize for the offence, or re- 
ceive the censure of the assembly. 

22. — Taking the Question. 

A proposition made to a deliberative body is 
called a mofdon : when propounded to the assem- 
bly for reception or rejection, it is denominated 
a quesiMm ; when adopted it becomes the order, 
resohiMon, or mote of the assembly. 

Strictly speaking, no question can arise in a 
dehberative assembly without a motion being 
first made and seconded ; yet sometimes, for the 
despatch of busineaSj the presiding ofScer takes it 
for granted that a motion has been made, and 
puts the question accordingly. 

The question being stated, the president puts 
it first in the affirmative : " As many as are of 
opinion that, [repeating the question,] say Ay," 
or "raise your hands;" and, putting it in the 
negative, " As many as are of a different opin- 
ion," &c. 

If the presiding officer is doubtful as to the 
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majority of voices, he may put the question a 
second time ; or, if lio is still doubtful, or a 
member doubts the vote, he may direct the as- 
sembly to divide, and appoint tellers to return 
the several divisions of the house ; or the secre- 
taiy to count the nnmlier who rise in voting. 
Every person is bound, unless excused, to vote on 
every question. 

A person not pr^ent when the vote is taken, 
cannot vote without permission of the assembly. 

If the members are equally divided upon a 
question, the presiding oflcer ordinarily may 
give the casting vote. This mle, however, does 
not apply to the president of annual and quar- 
terly conferences. 

If a question arise upon a point of order, — 
for example, as to the right or the duty of a 
member to vote while a division is taMng place, — 
the presiding ofHcer must decide it peremptorily, 
subject to the correction of the assembly after 
the division is over. 

If a quorum is not present when a division 
takes place, there can be no decision. 



"When any motion or resolution has been car- 
ried in the af&rmative or negative, it is in order 
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for any member who voted in the majority to 
move for a reconsideration of it. 

The passage of a resolution to reconsider 
places the question -where it was before decision, 
and leaves it open for discussion, amendment, 
adoption, or rejection. 



Committees appointed to consider a particulai 
subject are called seleat coTnmittees ; those ap- 
pointed to consider all subjects of a similar na 
ture are denominated standing coinrmUees. 

It is customary, in all dehberative bodies, to 
constitute a majority of tlie committee of such 
persons as are known to be favourably inclined 
to the measure proposed. 

The person first named on a committee is the 
chairman to call the first meeting; but every 
committee may elect its own chairman to preside 
over its dehberations. 

They may receive instructions when the busi- 
ness is at first referred to them, or at any subse- 
quent period. A committee is not at liberty to 
sit while the assembly is sitting, without special 
permission. It can act only when regularly as- 
sembled together !is a committee,' — a separate 
consultation and consent is not binding. If a 
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paper lias been referred to a committee, and 
they are entirely opposed to it, they ought not 
to suppress it, but report it back to the assembly 
with their objections. Itsliould not be erased, 
interlined, or disfigm-ed. If amendments ara 
I to it, they should be written on a 
piece of paper. The report may be 
made to the assembly by the chairman, or 
by any other pei^on who shaU be authorized 
to do so. 



^of C 

Every report should bo written fully and 
plainly, without erasure or interlinear lines, and 
signed either by the chairman and secretary, or 
by ali the members of the committee. 

A report may be received by direct vote, or 
the general consent of the assembly. 

A report may consist merely of a statement 
of facte, reasoning, or opinion, or simply of 
a series of resolutions, or of both combined. 
When a report closes with a series of reso- 
lutions, the assembly should first act on the 
resolutions, and then on the preliminary re- 
marks. 

"When the report of a select committee is ac- 
cepted, the committee is discharged. 
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^Q.~-Mmority Report. 

"Should a committee not be unanimous in 
opinion, and thc^e in tlie minority be d^irous 
of placing their views before the meeting, the 
matter should be introduced immediately after 
the majority report has been read. A member 
■wiU then move that ' the report and resolution 
thereto attached be postponed for the present, for 
the purpose of enabling the minority to make a 
report as a substitute.' If this motion prevails, 
as is almost always the case, the minority report 
wiU be immediately presented, received, and 
read. It is then in order, on motion, to take 
up for consideration the resolution attached to 
either of the reports." — B. MaUhia£s Ma/n/tial, 
page 38. 

Or when the majority report is comidered, the 
minority report may be moved as an amend- 
ment, or a substitute for it. 

A protest cannot be inserted on the journal 
without the consent of the majority. 

27, — Committee of the Whole. 
When a subject has been ordered to be refer- 
red to a Committee of the Whole, the mode of 
organizing such committee is as follows: A 
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motion is made and seconded that tLe assembly 
do now resolve ifeelf into a Committee of the 
Whole for the purpose of considering the matter 

relating to ■ , naming the sutject. If the 

question prevails, the president will call some 
member to the chair, or the assembly may ap- 
point a chairman. 

The committee, thus organized, is under the 
same laws that govern assemblies, with tlie fol- 
lowing exceptions : — 

1. The previous question cannot be moved. 

2. The presiding ofEcer of the assembly has 
the same privilege to take a part in the debate 
that the other members have. 

3. They cannot, like other committees, adjourn 
to some other time or place ; but when they rise, 
if their business is unfinished, they can ask per- 
mission of the assembly to sit again. 

4. They cannot refer any matter to a sub- 
committee. 

5. Members are not restricted as to the times 
of speaking, 

6. The yeas and nays cannot be called. 

7. There ia no appeal from the decision of the 
chair on points of order. 

"When the committee have finished the busi- 
ness referred to them, a member moves that the 
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committee rise, and that the chairman, or some 
other member, report their proceedings to tlio 
assembly, which, being carried, the president 
resiimos his seat. The chairman should thou 
say : " The Committee of the Whole havo liad 

nnder consideration the matter relating to , 

and have instructed me to report that," &c. The 
president then presents the report for the action 
of the assembly. . If their business is unfinished, 
and it is resolved to rise, report progress, and 
ask leave to sit again, the chairman says : " The 
Committee of the Whole have had under con- 
sideration the sobject of ; but not having 

had time to complete the same, have instructed 
me to report that they have made progress 
therein, and beg leave to sit again." The presi- 
dent thereupon puts the question on giving the 
committee leave to sit again. If leave is not 
granted, the committee is of course dissolved. 

28. — Elites of the GsTuyral Conference in 
1860. 

1. The president shall take the chair precisely 
at the hour to wiiich the confei'ence stood ad- 
journed, and cause the same to be opened by 
the reading of the Sci-iptnres, singing, and 
prayer; and on the appearance of a quorum of 



iin=r.dh, Google 



240 KCLES OF OKDBli. [Chap.VIIL 

" two thirds of the representatives of all the 
annual conferences," shall have the tTournal of 
the preceding session read and approved, when 
the business of the conference shall proceed in 
the following order, namely : 

a. Petitions, memoriale, and appeals; in call- 
ing for which, the annual conferences shall be 
called in alphabetical order. 

h. Reports, firet of standing, and then of 
select committeea. 

0. Miscellaneons business, 

2. The conference shall meet at half-past eight 
o'clock A. M., and adjouni at twelve M., but 
may alter their time of meeting and adjourn- 
ment at their discretion. 

3. The president shall decide all questions of 
order, subject to an appeal to the conference; 
but in case of such appeal, the question shall 
be taken without debate. 

4. lie shall appoint all committees not spe- 
cially ordered by the conference. 

5. On assigning the floor to any member of 
the conference, he shall distinctly announce the 
name of the member to whom it is so assigned, 
and the. conference ho represents. 

6. All motions or resolutions introduced by 
any member shall be reduced to writing, if the 
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president, secretary, or any two members re- 
quest it, 

7. "When a motion or resolution is made and 
seconded, or a report presented, and is read by 
the secretary, or staled by the president, it shall 
be deemed in possession of the Conference ; bnt 

■ any motion or resolution may be withdrawn 
by the mover at any time before decision or 
amendment. 

8. All motions to postpone or lay on the table, 
shall be taken without debate. 

9. No new motion or resolution shall be made 
until the one under consideration is disposed of; 
which may be done by adoption or rejection, 
unless one of the following motions should in- 
tervene, which motions shall have precedence 
in the order in which they are placed, namely : 
indefinite postponement, laying on the table, 
reference to a committee, postponement to a 
given time, amendment, or a substitute, which 
may also be amended. 

10. When any member is about to speak in de- 
bate, or to deliver any matter to the conference, 
he shall rise and respectfully address the pres- 
ident. 

11. No member shall be interrupted when 
', except by the president, to call him 
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to order -when he departs ftom the question, or 
tises personalities or disrespectful language ; but 
any member may call the attention of the presi- 
dent to the subject when he deems a speaker out 
of order ; and any momber may explain, if he 
thinlis himself misrepresented. . 

12. 'No person shall speak more than twice on 
the same question, nor more than fifteen minutes 
at one time, without leave of the conference ; nor 
shall any pereon speak more than once until every 
member ehooaing to apeak shall have spoken. 

13. When any motion or resolution shall have 
been acted upon by the conference, it shall be 
in order for any member who voted in the ma- 
jority to move a roconsideration, 

14. No member shall absent himself from 
the service of the conference without leave, 
unless he is sick and unable to attend. 

15. No member shall be allowed to vote on 
any question who is not within the bar when the 
question is put by the president, except by leave 
of the conference, when such member has been 



16. Every member who shall be within the bar 
at the time the question is put, shall give his 
vote, unless the conference, for special reasons, 
excuse him. 
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lY. No resolntioii altering or rescincliog any 
rule of Discipline shall be adopted until it aiiall 
have been at least one day in the possession of 
the conference. 

18. It shall be in order for any member to 
call for the yeas and nays upon any question 
before the conference, and if tho call be sus- 
tained by twenty-five members present, the vote 
thereon shall be taken by yeas and nays. 

19. It shall be in order to move that the 
question be taken without further debate, on 
any measure pending before the Conference, 
except in cases in which character is involved, 
and if sustained by a vote of two thirds, the 
cLuestion shall be so taken. 

30, Whenever a member presents any memo- 
rial, petition, or similar paper, he shall inscribe 
upon it, in the following order, his own fiame 
and the name of hia conference, and the charge 
or party from which it comes, the subject of the 
paper, the name of the first petitioner, and the 
number of names appended, and the committee 
to which he desires to have it referred. 

31. A motion to adjourn shall always be in 
order, and shall be decided without debate. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

FORMULAS. 



Skotion I, — Formulas for Preachiyrs in 
Oha/rge. 

We would not attempt to settle the precise 
form in any given ease, or intimate that 
otlier mod^ of expression may not be equally 
proper; but we submit the follomng brief 
forms, as general guides to young and inex- 
perienced pastors : — 

L— NOTE OF EKCOMMENDATION TO A MEMBER. 



A. B., the bearer, Las been a 


a acceptable 


member of 


the Mettodist Episcopal Ohuroh on this 


circuit, (or 


station.) 0. D. 


Preaelier in 


Oharge. 


T , JTew-Tork. 












April 10, 18 . 
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It— EXHOETEE'8 LICENSE 

This may certify that A. B., the bearer, having been 
duly recommeDded by the olaaa of which he ia a 
member, is hereby anthorized to hold meetings for 
prayer and eshortation m the Methodist Episcopal 

Ohurch on K Obcuit. 

0. D., Preacher in Ghwge, 
, N. T. 



In case of renoTfal, let it be signed by the presiding elder, 
or by the preacher in charge, as president of the Quarterly 
Oonferencfl, "by the approval of the Quarterly Oonfer- 



IIL— HOTE OE EBCOMilENIlATION TO A LOCAL I*EEACHEE. 



This may certify that A. B., 


the bearer, is 


regularly 


anthorized Local Preacher (Elder or Doaeon) itf the 1 


MethodUt Episcopal Chnrch 


mD , ir- 


— Oonfei-- 


ence. A. B., P. E. 


on E. BU., N 


Con., or 


0. D., Pr. in 


ChwrgeofD. 


Station. 


/ml, 18 . 






D , K. H. 
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IT,— CLASa-BOOK. 



Ko, 1. 

D Cironlt, 

N. OonftTOnco. 

T.V., 
on tho -BAiKj pre- 


1 


5 




"""""' 


1 


™. 


1 

3 


s- 


p. 

1 


1 


,=. 


1 

s.' 


I 
J 




fli 

LM 

H:::::::. 


1:::::: 


1 

s 

p. 


20M 





^iirstiio 






8.— UDDiarrifia. 


F.— Full CO 



8. TO THE QUAETBKLY COMFEEEMCE. 



E^ort of Svmday-Sckool StaUstiea frojnike pTBOoher 

in Uhairge on 

to fhe Quivftm-hj Ooiiference, for 

the quarter ending 185 

KFnmber of Sunday Bchook 

Hnimber of offieera and teaoters 

Number of aobolars 

Number of volutoea in library. 

Number of Bible Classea 

Number of BObolaTB in inf^t classes. . . . 
Total espeiiBes of the Schools this year. . , 
Amount raised for Sunday School Union . . 
Number of Sanday-Sohod Advocates taken . 
Number of ConTerd.onB 

£EMAKK& 

Signed, 
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iGE. 



247 



YI.— OHUEOH KEGI8TER FOE A BUOCBSSOK. 

This should contain the names and residences of the 
local preachei's, stewards, claas-Jeaders, and eshortera; tha 
board of tniatees, snpei'intendoiits of Sabbath sclioola, and 
the members of the aeveral classes; and alao the generd 
plan of the circuit, the time and place for Sabbath preach- 
ing, weekly leotui'es, and class and prayer-meetings. 



VII.— EEGISTEB C 



j;™«. 


Paro^U. 


E„Ld=™=. 


E,™,t,. 


A. D. 
E. F. 
G. H. 


0, B. 

e:.l. 


10 Lanrel-st. 

6 Orarige-at. 

G Elm-at. 





OOJTI'EEEN'OE EEP0ET8. 

Tilt— STATISTICAL EEPOET. 

NMand OircuiS, ^. Conference, for the year ending 

May , 18 . 

Number of Ohurcli members ....... 

Number of deaths the past jear 

Nnitiber of probationers • 

Number of local preachers . 

Number of adults baptized the past year . , . 
Number of oiildren baptized the post year . . 

Number of clmrchcs 

Their probable value • 

Number of parsonages 

Their probable value • 

Amouut collected for superannuated preachers , 
Amount collected for the Missionary Society . 
Amount collecfed for the Tract Society . . . 
Amount collected for the Am. Bible Society . 
Amount collected for tlie Sunday S. Union . . 
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Humber of Sunday schools 

Number of oSoers ajid toaohers 

Number of scbolars 

Number of volomes iu library 

Signed, 

0. D., Treacher in Charge. 



Money for benevolent objects should be carefully done 
iip in separate parcels, and distinctlr labelled, as follows : — 



»100. 




Sioo. 


MiaSIOBAET MOHET. 




AMEB. BIBLE SOCIETY. 


HHWIAOT OffiQUlT. 




BEWiAUD oiBonrr. 


0. D., Pr. in C/Mrffe. 




C. D., Pr. in Charge. 



OEliTIFICATE. 



This 


miLj certify that the 


estimate for the support of 


Rev. 


A. B., Preacher in Charge of Newland Circuit, 1 


for 




ending May : 


18 , was 


$500 


Whole claim paid. 


C. R., ^ 








B.R,, 
P. S., 


Stewards. 






- K.R.,J 
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X.— BESETOLEKT INSTITUTIONS. 



s.«.. 


„^-|. 


HemH^tdiip. 


TZ 


UlmlBs 


^'^ 


Jf^S"! 


S3 
B 


20* 
10* 
10» 


IIBO 

KO 
2G 


JlEO* 


IBM 


TiBil 8odel7 ofthe ii'E 





XI.— WILLS. 
As ministera are frequeotly called upon to write or ad- 
vise In reference ta tte making of wills, we subjoin the 
following: — 

I.—OommeTuiement of Wilis. 
In tte name of God. Amen. 

I, (A. B., of , &c.,) being of sound mind and 

memory, do make, publish, and dedaro tliis my last will 
and testament. 



cmd Demises. 
[god in order, tbua : "First. Igi 



Let these h 

ly:,'jaeath unto the sum of doUars, and the ri 

ceipt of the treaanrer of the Society shall he a sufficient 
discharge therefor to my esocutors;" or, "I ^ve and de- 
vise the following (Iiere describe the property) to the 

trustees of , and its use to be controlled by the said 

trustees, or their succssors in oflice, for the use and benefit 

of ." (Here state the benevolent object to which it 

shall be applied.) 

m. — Appointment of Secular and in testimorwwm,. 

And I do hereby appoint 0. D., of W , to be the 

Bole executor of tiiis my last will and testament, hereby 
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revoking, flnnnlliDg, and declaring void all former wills by 
me at any tinia heretofore made. 
In witnesa whereof I have hereunto set my hand and 
aeal thifl day of , &c. 

TV.— Attestation of Wilb. 
Signed, sealed, and declared by the said A. B, to be his 
last ■will and testament in the presence of ua, who, at his 
reqnest, and in Lis presence, and in the presence of each 
other, Lave hereunto subscribed our names and respectiTe 
places of residence as witnesses. 

m:.m., ofC , 1 -*- 

P. M., ofC , A.B. |l. b.| 

M. N., of . J "^ 

(Let there be three witnesses.) 

H the will be signed by a third person for the testator, 
the attestation should be as fohows: — 

Signed by the said E. F. in our presence, and in the 
presence of the said A. B., and by his express direction, 
and by the said A. B. at the sarae time, published and de- 
clared as his last will and testament in the presence of the 
said E. F. and of us, who eaoh, in the presence of the other 
and of the said A. B., and of the said E. F., have hereunto 
.set our hands as subscribing witnesses. 
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SisjnoN 11.— Sbrmulas for Presidmg Elders. 

L— LICENSE OF A LOOAl FKEiOHEB. 



To all whom it inay concern. 

Tbi3 may certify ttat A. B., tJie beai-er, having 
been duly recommended by the society of which he is 
a member, and having been esamined by na coucem- 
ing his gifts, grace, and usefulness, is judged by na to 
be a proper person to be licensed, and is hereby au- 
thorized to pi-each the Gospel in the M, E. Ohuroh. 
Done at a Quarterly Conference held at Newlanfl, 
this second day of May, A. D. one thousand 
eight hundred and 
Signed by order and in behalf of aaid conference. 
S.W^Sem'etary. C. P., i " """ 



TO THE TKATBLLQTG CONHEXION. 



To the SisTtop and immibers of the N. Conference^ 
to Jie held at L , Mmj 1, 18 

DbAS PATnEES AlfD BltETirBKH', 

We, tlie membei-9 of the Quarterly Conference of 
Sewland Gircnit, being acqnainted with the gifts, 
grace, and nsefidness of our brother "S. P., do hereby 
recommend him as a suitable person to be admitted 
on trial in the travelling connexion, he haying been 
examined by us on the subject of doctrines and disd- 
plln.. 

Done at a Quarterly Conference held at ITewland, 
April 1, IB , and signed by order and in behalf 
of said conference. 

N. P., Seoretary. D. G., Predding Elder, 

A rwsmirasiiasaon to tho trBTCning cnimoslon is not invalid ff It 
been connteretened by the MCIBtatj ; bnt all important flooumentE 
Qusrterly Conference Bbonld receive tlm sfgnature of tlia preside 
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To ihe Bishop and, memhers of the -N". Cor\fereni!e, 
to &e held at G , May 1, 18 

DeAE EATHEIffl ABB BeBTHEBH, 

We, tlie menibei'3 of tlio Qnarterlj Oonferenoe of 
ITewland Circuit, being Mt[adiited \yith the giBs, 
grace, aad uaefulnesa of our brother N. P., do here- 
liy recommend him aa a suitable person, to be or- 
daiaed deacon (or elder) in the Methodist Bpiacopal 
Oliuroli, Jie haying been for four oonsecutive jears a 
regularly licensed local preacher, (or haring held the 
office of deacon for four oonseontive years,) and hav- 
ing been esamiaed before ug on tlio subject of doc- 
trines and discipline. 

Done at a Quarterly Oonferenoe held at Newland, 
Jan, 1, 18 , and dgned in behalf of said Quar- 
terly Conference. F. G-., Presiding Elder. 

8.H. " 



, If tie local deacon cannot attend the amraal conference, 
he must sabscmbe his name to a note like the following, 
which slioald be appended to the preceding recommenda- 

Thia may certify that I firmly bolievo the doctrines 
taught by the Methodist Episcopal Church, and cor- 
dially appTOTe of her form of Discipline. 

JiTeviland, Jam,. 1, 18 . IT. P. 



It is recoinmended that in all oases the signature 
of the local deacon be appended to a note lilte the 
abore, whether he can or cannot attend the annual 
conference 
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IT^EKCOMMEHDiTlON FOK EECOOHITIOH OF OEDEES. 

To the Bishop and m&mbers i^f tin If. Conferenee, to 

le held at , May 1, 18 . 

Dbak Fathbgs akd BeatHBEN, — 

This is to certify that A. B, has been admiUed as 
a local preacher oa the Newland Cirotiit, and he, 
having been ordained to the office of elder according 

to die nsftgos of the OhureL, of which he has 

been a member and minister, is hereby recommended 
83 a suitable peraon to be recognised as an elder in 
the Methodist Episcopal Ohrarch, he having been ez- 
anuned by ik on his agreement ivith the doctrines, 
discipline, government, and usages of our Ohnrcb. 

Done at a Quarterly Conference held at ITewland, 
April 1, 18 , and signed by order and in be- 
half of said conference. 

■S.Y.,Sem-etwty. D.G.,. 



To ihe Bish(^ amA mer/ibers of S". C'oafermce, to he 

held at C , April 1, 18 

Dbab Fatheb3 add Bbhthbbs, — 

We, the members of the Quarterly Conference of 
Newlaud Circuit, hereby recommend tlie restoration 
of the credentiala of H". M., be having been admitted 
as a locd preacher on the Wewland Oiroait, and hav- 
ing been examined by ns on the subject of doctrines 
and discipline. 
Done at.a Quarterly Conference held at Ifewland, 
March 1, 18 , and signed by order and in be- 
half of said conferonoe, 
'P.'ii..,Seoreta/i"y. 0. G., Fredding Elder. 
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V1-8DPERANNUATED PEEACHEE'S CEETIFIOATE. 



Dear FATHBEa and Beethebh", — ■ 

This may certify that A. B.-has resided during the 
past year within the hounds of the 0. Circuit, H. 
District, "S. Oouference, and sustained an irreproach- 
ahle Christian and ministerial character. Brother D. 
has a wife one child under seven years of age, and 
01 e 1 etween the ages of seven and foui'teen years, 
anl n my judgment, requires for theii' support his 
full d so pi nary allowance, the sum of — dollars. 
"• gne \ hy order and in hehalf of said quarterly 
e feiencfl. 

0. D., PTedding Elder of S. Diet., or 
A. L., Pf. in Ohwrgt on 0. Girouit. 
0., Marek 1, 18 . 
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CHAPTEE X. 

COUESE OE STUBY. 

.Section I. — For Candidates for Admission on 
Tri^il in the Travelling Gon/nexion. 

Ehglish Grammar ; Modern Geography ; True'a 
Logic ; Newman's Ehetoric. 

[Read Porter's Compendium of Methodism ; 
Wesley's Sermons.] 

Section II. — JFor Oomf&p&tyie Membership cmd 
for Orders. 

The Bibh — Doctrines. 
The Existence of God ; the Attributes of God, 
namely : Unity, Spirituality, Eternity, Omnipo- 
tence, Ubiquity, Omniscience, Immutability, 
Wisdom, Truth, Justice, Mercy, Love, Good- 
ness, Holine^ ; the Trinity in Unity ; the Deity 
of Christ ; the Humanity of Christ ; the Union 
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of Deity and Humanity ; Personality and Deity 
of the Holy Ghost ; Depravity ; Atonement ; 
Repentance ; Justification by Faith ; Rcgenerar 
tion ; Adoption ; tlie Witness of the Spirit ; 
Growth in Grace ; Christian Perfection ; Possi- 
bility of Final Apostasy ; Immortality of tho 
Soul ; Eesurrcetion of the Body ; General Judg- 
ment ; Rewards and Punishments, 

[The examination on the above to be strictly 
Biblical, requiring the candidate to give the 
statement of the doctrine and the Scripture 
proofs. To prepare for this he should read the 
Bible by course, and make a memorandum of 
the texts upon each of these topics as he pro- 
ceeds.] 

Watson's Institutes, First Pait; Wesley's 
Plain Account of Christian Perfection ; Fletch- 
er's Appeal ; Clark's Mental Discipline. 

Essay or Sermon. 

[Bead Wesley's liTotes ; Stevens's History of 
Methodism ; Willsou's General History.] 

The Bible — 8acra7n&nts. 
The Sacrament of Baptism — its Nature, 
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Design, ObHgation, Subjects, and Mode ; the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper — its ]S"ature, 
Design, and Obligation. 

[Mode of study and examination same as on 
Bible in the first year.] 

Watson's Institutes, Second Part ; Peek's 
Christian Perfection, 12mo. ; Fletcher's Chris- 
tian Perfection ; Strickland's Manual of Biblical 
Literature; Methodist Discipline; Mitchell's 
Ancient Geography. 

Essay or Sermon. 

[Read Bishop Emory's Defence of our Ea- 
thers ; Powell on Apostolical Sacceesion ; Dr. 
Emory's History of the Discipline ; Wesley on 
Original Sin, and Wesley's Doctrinal Tracts; 
Johnston's Natural Philosophy.] 

THIRD ~SrEA.Xt. 

Bihle — History cmd Oh/ronology. 

Watson's Institutes, Third Part; Butler's 
Analogy ; Peck's Enle of Faith ; Hibbai-d on 
Baptism ; Eater's Church History ; Blair's 
Lectorea on Ehetoric, University Edition ; 
Hedge's Logic. 

Essay or Sermon. 
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[Read Eanga's History of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Ohnrch ; Elliott on Eomanisin ; Fletcher's 
"Works ; Kollin'a Ancient Histoiy ; Smith's 
Patriarchal Age ; Hallam's Middle Ages ; 
Russell's Modern Europe.] 

JSeview of the whole Cowrse. 

Watson'a Institutes, Fonrth Part ; Claude's 
Essay on the Composition and Delivery of a 
Sermon ; Horne'a Introduction, abridged ; Stew- 
art's Mental Philosophy. 

Essay or Sermon. 

[Eead Smith's Hebrew People ; Moeheim's 
Ecclesiastical History ; Townley's Illustrations 
of Biblical Literature ; "Watson's Sermons ; His- 
tory of the United States; Stevens's Church 
Polity; Hibbard's Palestine — its Geography 
and Bible History,] 

Section III. — For Zocal Preachers who are 
Candidates for Deacon^ s Orders. 

The Bible — Doctrines. 

The Existence of God ; the Attributes of God, 

namely : Unity, Spirituality, Eternity, Omnipo- 
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tence, Ubiquity, Onmiscience, Imnmtability, 
Wisdom, TiTith, Justice, JVEercy, Love, Good- 
ness, Holiness ; the Trinity in "CTnity ; the Deity 
of Christ ; the Hnmanity of Christ ; the Union 
of Deity and Humanity ; Personality and Deity 
of the Holy Ghost ; Depravity ; Atonement ; 
Repentance ; Justification by Faith ; Regenera- 
tion ; Adoption ; the Witness of the Spirit ; 
Growth in Grace ; Christian Perfection ; Possi- 
bility of Final Apostasy ; Immortality of the 
Soul ; Resurrection of the Body ; General Judg- 
ment ; Rewards and Punishments. 



The BMe~ 
ITie Sacrament of Baptism — its Nature, De- 
sign, Obligation, Subjects, and Mode ; the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper — its N'atnre, 
Design, and Obligation. 

[The examination on the above subjects is to 
be strictly Bibhcal, requiring the candidates to 
give the statement of the doctrine and the 
Scripture proofs. To prepare for this, he should 
read the Bible by couree, and make a memoran- 
dum of the texts upon each of these topics as 
he proceeds.] 

Systematic Dwmity. 
3 Institutes, Parts First and Second ; 
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Wesley's Plain Account of Christian Perfection ; 
Fietelier's Appeal. 

Ohuroh Govemmeni. 
Methodist Discipline. 

Com/nion English. 
English Grammar ; Modern Geography. 

[Read Watson's Life of Wesley ; Wesley's 
Sermona ; Emory's Defence of our Fathers ; 
Powell on Apostolical Succession.] 

Section IV. — Fw Local Preachers wito are 
Candidates for Elder's Orders. 

Keviow of the previous course. 
BilU — -History. 
The leading events recorded in the Old and 
New Testaments. 

Systematic Dimvmty. 
Watson's Institutes, Parts Third and Fourth. 
An Essay or Sermon. 

[Kead Fletcher's Checfes ; Smith's Hebrew 
People ; Euter's Church History ; Porter's Com- 
pendium of Methodism.] 
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Seotioh V. — For the German Tra/vellmg 
Preaohers. 

(Same as in the English Course.) 
Wesley's Sermons, Tol. I ; Compendium of 
ifethodisra ; Church History, published by the 
Norddeutschen Verein, Yol. I ; Wiiret's Gram- 
mar of the German language, sections 1-8, 
43-80. 

A "Written Sermon. 

[Read Watson's Apology for the Bible ; 
D'Aubign6's History of the Reformation, Vol. I; 
Fletcher's Appeal.] 

W.B. — ^Those who find Wurat'a Grammar too 
difficult may use Splittegarb's Grammar. To 
those who understand the English language we 
recommend "Woodbury's Grammar of the Ger- 
man Language, 

SECOND YEAR. 

The Bible — Sacraments. 

(Same aa in the English Oourse.) 

Hare on Justification ; Wesley's Christian 

Perfection; the Discipline; Church History, 
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Tola. II and III ; Wurst's Grammar of the Ger- 
man Language, sections 9-i3, 
A Written Sermon on Baptism. 

[Eead Nelson'a Caosea of Infidelity; Hal- 
dane'a Genuineness and Justification of the 
Holy Scriptures ; D'Aubign^'s History of the 
Eefoi-mation, Vol. II ; Wesley and his Coadju- 
tors, by W. Nast.] 



THIRU " 

Kurtz's Sacred History; the Pliilosopliy of 
the Plan of Salvation ; Zeller's Psychology ; 
Church History, Vols. IV and V ; Woodbury's 
Grammar of the English Language. 

A Written Sermon on the Difference of Just- 
ification and Sanctification. 

[Head D'Aubign6's Histoiy of the Reforma- 
tion, Tol, HI ; Halston's Elements of Divinity ; 
Hibbard on Baptism. 

inotTii*rH: ■5^E1A.I^. 

Lisco'a Exposition of the Apostles' Creed ; 
Nast's General Introduction into the New Tes- 
tament ; Bishop Baker's Guide to the Disci- 
pline ; Church History, Yols. VI and VII; 
Woodbury's Grammar of the English I 
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A Written Sormon on the Lord's Slipper. 

[Eead "Weber's Universal History ; D'Au- 
bign^'a History of the Keformation, Vols. IV 
and V ; Stevens's History of Methodism, Vol. I.] 

Section VI. — For Ger^/mn Local Demons. 

Compendium of Theology, by L. S. Jacoby ; 
Discipline ; "Wesley's Sei-mons, Vol. I ; Hara 
on trustification. 

[Read Fletcher's Appeal ; Compendiam of 
Methodism ; Watson's Apology.] 

Sechon VII.~^w German Local Elders. 

Lisco's Exposition of the Apostles' Creed ; 
Wesley's Seraions, Vol. II ; Wesley's Christian 
Perfection ; Oalwer Church I 



[Read Nast's Wesley and his Coadjutors ; 
Haldane on the Genuineness and Inspiration of 
the Holy Scriptures ; Zeller's Psychology.] 



TUE END, 
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BOOKS JUST PUBLISHED 

BY CAELTON & POETER, 

200 Hulberry-Btreet, New Torfc 

MY SISTER MARGARET. 

A Temperanoa Stoiy. By Mrs, 0. M. Edwabos. 
Fonr nicstrationB, Large I'Bmo. Price, 80 oenta. 
The American TemperBnca Journal Buys of tliia work ; " This 
is a boot which, wo venture to say, will have its hundred thnna- 
aud leaders. It is in the heet style of the old Temperanco 
Tfilee, by Sargent. Wa ooramend tiiis book for extensive oir- 
oulMion. "We are sure it will have it." 

a poworfol story, eshibitins the progress to min of a ro- 



HIDDEN TREASURE; 

Or, The Secret of Success in Life. By Miss Saeah A. 

Baboook, Author of "Itinerant Side," 

FoQi ninstratlwu. Wide lemo, Fii«e, 60 ctaOa. 

A moat entertaining volnms. The "Secrotof Suoeesa in Lifa" 
is unfolded, leaf after leaf, in a very impresaivo manner. The 
pages glow with pathos, and the nobl^ and most impoi-tant 
truths aredisplayedTvlthbeautJfiilattraotlvenessinthe wellt 



drawn 
W^ intermingled an5. delirioated. 



IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL 

And the Final Condition of the "Wicked careflilly con- 
sidered. By Eev. Eobbet W. Landis. 
12mo. Price, $1 SS. 
' " As a whole, it is worth; of high phaise."— JV: T. EvangeUst. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL ADTOCATE, 

Which has an iwcreasiho subscription list of over 
TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND. 
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NEW BOOKS JUST PUBLISHED 

BY CARLTON & PORTER, 



A ra:W PBOKOUKOIKG BIBLE, 

In which all tho proper namea are divided and accontod 
as tley should bo pronounced, and a copious nnd origi- 
nal eeleotion of Eeferencea and numerous Marginal 
Eeadicgs are given, together with Introductions to each 
Book, and numerouB Tables and Maps. 

Stfjal ootavo, fiice fiom tS SO to £7 00. 
Thi3 is tte only ono ia print of the kind, embiadog new snd 

improved maph, new REi-EaENcEa, and mnoh inetruotion necessary 

to a right understanding ol tho Saripturea — piopei names dwided 

and aeneii^d as they are to be proTtcvuiced. 

SKETCHES OF 

KEW EN"GLAI?rD r)IYIK"ES. 

By Eev. D. Shebmah. 
ISmo. Trioe, $100. 
Giving true and interestiDg biogrsphioal aketchca of the 
following diBtinguiBhed divines : Jolm Cotton, Eiohnrd Mathor, 
Eqgar Williams, Ihoreaee Mather, Cotton Mather, Eleazer Mather, 
Johji Warham, Jasae Lee, Jonathan Edwards, Elijah Hedding, 
Timothj Dwight, Wilbur Siek, Ezra Stiles, Lemuel Ihirnea Bilfy 
Hibbard, Timothy Morritt, Jonathan D. Bridge, Nathaniel Em- 
mons, JosliHS Crowell, George Pickering, Stephen Olin. 



THE OHEISTIAN LAWTEB: 

Being a Portraiture of the Life and Character of "Whltam 

Geobqe Baoocb. 

12mo. Prioe, $1 00. 

TMs is a well written memoir, aud deserves to bo gonorally 
read. A good holiday gifli-book for our legal fiieiida. 

IMMOETAIITT OF THE SOUL 

And the Final Condition of the "Wicked carefully con- 
sidered. By Eev. EonEKT W. Lahdis. 

lamo. Price, 81 38, 
"As a, whole, it is worthy of bibh rziAisE."— JV. T. EnaagiMst 
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PrailSHBD BY CARLTOS AHD PORTER, 

200 Mulberry-street, Mew York, 

The yonng Lady's Counselor; 

Or, OutiincB and Illustrations of tlis Spiicre, the Dutiee, 
and the Dtingers of Young Women. By IUt. D. Wise. 
12mo., pp. 251. Price, 65 oenta; ^It edges, 75 cents, 
Bilk, $1 00. 36lh thousand. 

The Young Man's Connselor; 

Or, Sketcliea aud lUustratlouB of the Duties and Dangers 
of Young Men. Desigued to be a Guide to SuGoess in this 
Life, and to Happiness in the Life which is to come. By 
Rev. D. Wise, 12dio., pp. 3fl5. Price, 65 cents : gilt 
edgea, 76 cents. 35tk thousand. 

The Path of Litei 

Or, Sketches of the Way to Glory and Immortality. A 

Help to Young Christians. By Rev, Daniel Wise. 16ino., 

pp.21@. Price 50 cents; gilt edgea,7GceDt3. iOihtkovtand. 

The ol(j60t of tills book, to "help yonng OliriaUans," is truly grest snd 

Ability. Mr. Wise writca vith gcest ulearaes9, &ii<l a aln-ajs both atlract- 



Bridal Greetings, 



Guide to the Saviour; 

Or, the Lambs of tho Flock of Jeeas. By Rev. D. Wise. 
8tk Ikouaand. 
Just the tbInglbrlltUe children. 

The Swiss Reformer; 

Or, the Life of Ulrio Zwingle. By Rev. Daniel Wiaa 
&th thousand. 

Wanderer, Come Home; [in preparationj 
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BOOKS FOE, SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 



AN ESSAY ON SEOKET FRAYSK, 

As tlio tte Duty and Privilege of Christian 
Ehtwisle, Minister of the GloBpel. 18mo. Frio 



SCHrpTDKE PROPHEOY. 

6. WiOKBsa. Tiirea 
ISmo. Price, 80 cents. 



cents, 
THE X.IFE OF HEZEKIAH. 

Bj Eev. DANtEL Smith. ISmo. Price, 15 ce 
THE UFE OF JOSHUA. 

Bj Rev. DiHiEi, Smith. Three UlustrationB, 



THE WATERLOO SOLDIER. 

StrpERSTmOHS OF BENGAL : 

Anecdotes of tlia Sujerstitlons of Bengal, for Young Persons. 
By BoBKET Nkwstkad, Autlior of " Ideas for Infants." ISma. 
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BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE. 



PT.TIAPANT PATHWAYS; 

Or, Feistmsives to Eaily Fietj ■ coal^ning Esiplanations and 

BlnBtratioas of the Beauty, S^etj, and Fleasantnesa ots. Relic- 

ioua Iiife : liemg nn Attempt to perBniidB Young People of bolli 

Sexes to seek H&ppinesa in tlia Love and Seirice of Jeens Christ. 

EyDiKiELWiaE, author of "The Path of Life," "YonagMaa's 

Counselor," ate., etc. Two Dlnatrations. Wide 16mo. Price, 

60 cents. 

The woria of tais author Ittra Beoared fcim tho leputation of ono of tlie 

most elnciueat lud fasi^aaUng lel^otie writers o! Uie day. Aa b writer 

Ebr youth we know of no one whom wo ehould regud as his equal. The 

book belbre os will be (bund more fiteolnfttlu Hian a noral : once oom- 

menoed It will aoC be easr to 1i^ It dflwiL—CnniMaft GuanHan, 

Oneof themostbeauUnd woi^tDonTeBtiniatloD,everpnb1lBbed. Tie 
contents are ss sands of gold— peonllsily >ds{>ted to jmpert predona 
Ihonthta wtalali shall tend to noble aapfistlana fbr a Christian lllb.— 

■frell (Blon!af*d to eiert a salular] 

PfOsSuiffA tfiir^itim AdvoaaU. 

Semarkable tm depth of reasoning and tenderDess. It must, by tB 
lileaslng of Qod, wla nwmy to Chtlat, Pralee God for aueh works.- 

It do« not idoUie Tdetr Id weeds or hug sal 
thoeood, the beauHfal, and Oie trae.SortA 



the good, the beauHfnl, mi 

■Will be read with Bvely- 
Its purpose. The Gluisuah pai'ont eso put It Into Uie haods of hla children 
wttb the jsanrance that It will motb ft delight to iiiein, while fhey oinnot 
&U to learn Va ereftt leseons.—CIAi-fsJia?! Aimcate. 

Adnjltftblj ndaptcd to do good. — Ventwnt CJiHs^^n ^eBaetti^Br, 

PAL18ST THE rOTTESR; 

Or, (he Huguenot, AtUst, and Martyr. A true HarratiTB. By 
C. t. BaiaurwELi.. Eighteen Illastratione, Wide 16mo. 

Bomard do Fali^ey Is the most perfect model of Uie workman. It le by 
hiseiEinpla, rather tliarby Ms works, Ibat he has eierolaed an Influence 
apon civilisation, and that he baa rteaerved a plaoe to himself soiong the 
men who have eunobleC^ hmnanlty. Though ne bad rem^ed unknown 
md liatUis, making lllea In his nther'a petteiy: thonsh he had. never 
pniiaed, molded, oi enameled Us bandnil (rf olay ; iFloiigfa his liTlnir 
Ronns, Ub crawling leptlla, his ellmy Bnalle, hiB aSrraeiy&WR.his 
Hzards, mi his damp herbs and dripidng moasea had neier adorned 



not have had biB life for the epera^ve to admire and imitate- — Latrtd^rfm^ 
THB HAINBOW SIDS: 

A Sequel to ■' Tlio Itinerant." By Mrs. C. M. Eewakds Four 
■ IlluBtrat!onB. Wide 16mo. Price, 70 cents. 
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